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Majority of Residents Believe the Fire
Department Exceeds Expectations

The

Record

Bike/Pedestrian Safety is Vital as More Children
and Adults Have Turned to Cycling and Walking
Kansas’ stay-at-home order had residents largely
home-bound until yesterday
and schools closed through
the rest of the school year.
However, people have been
allowed to engage in outdoor
activities, as long as proper
physical distancing is practiced.
This new reality finds individuals, children, parents
and families dusting off bicycles and lacing up walking
shoes to head outside for
fresh air and exercise. It is
important for all bicyclists
and pedestrians to review
proper safety tips and take
necessary precautions to
make these outdoor activities
as safe as possible.
According to the Kansas
Department of Transportation (KDOT), there were 356
bicyclists involved in crashes
in the state in 2018, resulting
in 5 deaths and 314 injuries.
Nationally, there were 857 bi-

cyclists killed in motor vehicle
crashes in 2018, a more than
six percent increase from the
previous year, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
“Spring is here and bicycles
are back, more than ever,
especially with schools closed
and Kansas residents staying
at home much more,” says
Shawn Steward, manager

Metropolitan Avenue Food Pantry
United Methodist Church
3730 Metropolitan Ave,

Open Tuesday,
9 am to Noon
For information
call 816-805-0150

KCK Fire Department
Continues Great Service

of Public and Government
Affairs for AAA Kansas. “Outdoor exercise has always been
permitted and encouraged,
making bike riding an option
for many while practicing
proper physical distancing.
AAA urges all bicyclists to
review Kansas bike laws and
review basic safety tips to
avoid injury.”
AAA Bike Safety Reminders
• Always wear a helmet.
For guidance on fitting a
helmet, see the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Fitting Your
Bike Helmet.
• Maintain your bike. Before
riding, inflate tires properly
and check that the brakes
work.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

On Thursday, April 30
Kansas City, Kansas Fire
Department (KCKFD) Chief
Michael Callahan and 1st
Deputy Chief Jack Andrade
provided the Board of County Commissioners with an
update on the Fire Department’s COVID-19 response,
enhanced safety, improved
readiness, fiscal responsibility, new fire stations and
provided recommendations
to increase personnel, improve response times, prevent tactical breaches, and
improve service.
”We want our Commissioners and our residents
to see the progress we have
made in stewarding our
budget dollars while taking
positive steps to increase
staffing, improve readiness,
and overall, to enhance
Firefighter and public health
and safety,” said Callahan.
“As the leaders of the Department, our priority is
to prepare and equip firefighters to better address
real-world challenges. We’re
doing that in a variety of
ways, including the deployment of new equipment
and technologies, recruiting more highly-trained
personnel, optimizing staff
placement and developing a
long-term plan to phase out
old, unsafe and outdated
facilities.”
COVID-19 Response
• The Department does not
have any positive COVID-19
Firefighters, and no firefighters are currently in
quarantine.
• Due to great foresight on
behalf of KCKFD Emergency
Medical Services (EMS), Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) supplies are expected
to remain sufficient for the
duration of the pandemic.

Periodical Postage Paid
at Kansas City, Kansas

Enhanced Safety
• In furtherance of the
Firefighter Cancer Reduction Initiative, the Department has purchased and
deployed: two sets of bunker gear for all firefighters,
two protective hoods for all
firefighters, a self-contained
bunker gear carry bag for all
Firefighters, and ventilated
bunker gear lockers for all
stations

• The Department has
also installed carcinogen extracting bunker gear washers for most stations and
Plymovent® diesel exhaust
systems for several more.
Improved Readiness
• The Department purchased 4 new pumpers, 4
trucks, and 2 additional
ambulances.
• The Department increased the city’s Area of Responsibility (AOR) covered
by 4-minute and 8-minute
response times.
• Equipped each Firefighter with an integrated,
personal thermal imaging
camera.
• Equipped all truck companies with e-DRAULIC
extraction tools.
• Increased the number
of personnel and apparatus
responding to every type of
alarm.
• Initiated interdepartmental training and mutual/auto aid agreements with
neighboring jurisdictions.
Fiscal Responsibility
• Fire and Emergency
Medical Services comprise
approximately 15.3% of
funds for the 2020 approved
budget at $61,004,869.
• To ensure residents and
businesses receive a return
on their investment, the
Department has taken demonstrable steps to steward
these dollars as effectively
as possible, by:
• Reducing costs by purchasing a new pumper type
(saving more than $200,000
per vehicle – a total cost savings of more than $800,000)
• Implementing a lease/
turn-in program for fire
apparatus to reduce repair
and maintenance costs
• Implementing an apparatus replacement program
to ensure greater compliance with the National Fire
Prevention Association’s
(NFPA) 1901 Directive and
to reduce repair and maintenance costs
• Implementing automated programs to streamline
and efficiently manage daily
staffing and overtime operations.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Sue’s Soapbox

H

ello strangers, how
y’all doing? Me? Not so
good. I really feel lonesome. No family, no friends,
no nuttin’ just me Mr. Ed and
my three furbabies. Get tired
just waiting for something to
happen. Anything, just get
out of this cabin fever stuff.
Usually I take Mr. Ed with me
when I go deliver papers and
then to the grocery store, but
I went by myself because he
and he son went somewhere.
So all I did was deliver issues
of The Record and also got
to go down to the Peddler’s
Daughter on Merriam next to
Nigro’s. Nigro’s is closed. So
I just headed on back home
to the morgue. It seems like a
morgue around here. I sit outside, sweep the back porch a
dozen times, let the dogs out,
let the dogs in, let them out,
let them in. Watch some TV,
mess with my phone. Let’s
see. oh yeah, let the dogs out
and in and out and in and out.
Exciting, right? Oh, I know,
I watched Ellen DeGeneres,
Game of Games. That is
about the most excitement I
get. Haven’t washed my van
yet. Speaking of washing my
van, how about that storm
we had the other day? Hail,
rain, wind. Hey, that gave me
an excuse to sweep the porch
again, lol.
I realize this virus thing isn’t
going to last forever. Golly, I
hope not. Looked weird that
Jim and I both had a mask
on today. Mr. Ed wears his
too when he goes anywhere,
which is, uh, let’s see, where
does he go? Usually with me.
I have lost 10 pounds since
all of this has been going on.
Mr. Ed has a hard time swallowing so I just eat what he
eats. He needs to gain and I
needed to lose. Usually I just
hang around the house in my
jammies. Oh forgot, I do jump
in the shower every so often.
My birthday was sooooo
boring. None of my umpteen
cousins didn’t even wish me

By: Sue Reich

a happy birthday. See what
happens when a pandemic
hits? People are even afraid
to get on the phone or text
Happy Birthday. I really did
miss my sisters calling me
or sending a card. Seems
funny, my phone hardly rings
anymore unless it is one of
those crazy robo calls. I guess
talking to them is better than
nothing. lol I haven’t bought
gas for my van since before
this corona thingy. Now it is
down and I don’t need to go
anywhere.
Did anyone get any April
Fools jokes pulled on them
last month? April 1, right?
Well my friend Darlene and
I pulled one on Turner Recreation Center a couple of
years ago. I took an old pair
of jeans, stuffed the legs and
attached a pair of old shoes
and sat it on a stool in the
ladies room. Crawled under
the door and skedaddled. The
custodian went in and saw
the legs and left. Don’t know
how many times he checked,
but apparently got suspicious
and when they opened it up,
there it was, a half a person
on the stool.
We never heard anything
about it, but I suppose they
suspected that it was ME. lol
I love pranks. Sometimes I get
in trouble, but gee, girls gotta
have fun. Well, all my darling,
readers, wherever you are,
guess I will sign off. Sure do
miss everyone. I still feel like
I am in the Twilight Zone.
If there is anyone out there,
tell them I said, HELLO!!
Your lonely, little ol’ gal from
Argentine.
Love ya all, well, most of
you. lol
I’m In My own Little Press
and Seal World
Sue
The Boulevard Drive in is
going to have graduations
for six KCK high schools. It
will start in June, with six
different times. Students can
decorate their cars, but must
stay in them. Whoever came
up with this idea is a genius.
Will try to get more info.

New Business
in Turner
by Sue Reich

I had a very nice day today.
I wanted to go to the First
Baptist Church of Turner
next to the Community. Who
did I happen to see there but

Mr. Jim Jarsulic himself. I
gave him a wave and went
on in. I had my mask on and
he had his on. Wow, seems
funny that we sat under the
gazebo with masks on and
had a really nice talk. We even
laughed, it felt good to be with
another human being again.
As we were there, “splat”, on
his arm from a little birdie
from above. We laughed as
he found something to wipe
it off with. He told me about
the new business they are
going to start as soon as out
little town can open up again.
Sure seems odd to go down
55th street and it is like a
ghost town. Then Roger, that
wonderful fellow was mowing
out in front. He is the one that
walks 55th street and over
Turner bridge with his pickup stick and a bag and keeps
the trash off. I did a story on
him before. What a nice guy
he is. Too bad there are still
trashy people that throw that
stuff around. But it does give
Roger something to do. The
three of us had a great time
just talking and laughing.
Then I saw a cat and Jim said
there are two or three of them
that keep the mice and mole
population down.
“Oh, speaking of cats”, Jim
said. He started telling us a
story about a man that had
a dog. The dog came home
and was carrying a dead cat.
(Now wait a minute cat lovers,
don’t get excited over this
part) Anyway, the owner of
the dog thought, “oh no, you
killed the neighbor’s cat”. The
cat was messy and dirty and
he didn’t want the neighbor
to think that the dog killed
it. So the man took the dead
cat, cleaned it up, brushed it
and gingerly carried it over to
the neighbors back yard and
laid it down.
Later the neighbor came
over all breathless. “You won’t
believe this. Our cat passed
away and somehow it got out
of the ground and was laying
in the back yard.” Can you
imagine how the owner of
the dog felt when he knew
his dog did not give the cat
his demise? Roger, Jim and
I laughed and laughed. That
was the funniest story I have
heard in ages.
Our house is like a morgue
with just Mr. Ed and I and our
three dogs. I really needed to
get out and talk and laugh
with different people. Then I
went over to the church and
got our bin with all of our
goodies in it. Some of it was
out of date and I cleaned the
bin and went through our

goodies after I got home. The
church was so cool and quiet.
I was sort of in a hurry to
get out of there. I repacked
the bin and the utensils and
dominoes and put it on the
back porch. I will be so glad
when my domino buddies and
I can get back together again.
Anyway, Jim did tell me
they are going to have a Three
Bear Bakery, in their new
business and even said we
could come there and play
dominoes if we wanted. Can’t
wait until we can “open up”
and become normal again.
Dear Readers: I know some
of you probably lost their
moms as I have and I do miss
her dearly. This is a poem I
wrote for my momma and she
really loved it. I wrote it July
25, 1983. Just for her and
hopefully you will enjoy it.

Mama’s Hands

Her hands have changed
diapers, and cleaned bathroom stools
They picked up toys and
held garden tools.
They’ve dug in the dirt and
mixed many a cake
They have bathed kids and
dogs and held a shovel and
rake.
They’ve have made the beds
and petted little kittens
They’ve worn rings and
jewels and big furry mittens.
They’ve shoveled snow and
washed the walls

They’ve tied pink bows and
thrown rubber balls.
They’ve cooked many meals
and washed pots and pans
Fixed broken wheels and
oiled squeaky fans.
They’ve shaken the rugs
and touched a rose,
Caught lightening bugs and
tickled my toes.
They’ve painted the house
and mopped the floors
They’ve tucked in my
blouse, opened and shut
doors.
They’ve hammered a nail,
buttered the toast
Opened the mail and cooked
a fine roast.
They’ve adjusted the tee vee
and mowed the lawn,
Swatted a bee and stifled
a yawn.
They’ve been burned and
cut , doing routine chores
They’ve had pretty painted
nails and slammed in doors.
They’ve been chapped and
cold, worn and rough
They’ve been soft and bold,
gentle and tough.
They’ve always been there
for my demands,
They’re “quite a pair”, my
mama’s hands.
My mom played the accordion, organ and piano really
darn good. I added this last
part later.
p.s. They make sweet music
as they touch ivory keys,
They’re my mama’s hands,
Always there to please.
Love you mom. Sue #2

Jim is one of the main fellas at the Community Garden. He is the
one that the bird initiated while we were sitting there talking.

This is Roger. I refer to him as Mr. Clean. He is the wonderful guy
who keeps the trash off of 55th Street in Turner. Thank you Roger,
you’re a pretty good guy.
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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

It is often said that History
repeats itself and here we are
in 2020 fighting a pandemic
like we did in 1918. I recently
watched a documentary on
PBS’ American Experience
about the influenza outbreak
in 1918. The program stated
that soldiers at Fort Riley,
Kansas were burning swine
manure in early March, the
smoke that arose was putrid
and was carried by the wind
around the area. A few days
later a soldier working in the
mess (kitchen) became ill and
then several others followed.
Their skin turned blue and
fluid filled their lungs and
they suffocated. By the last
of March, 522 soldiers had

contracted the disease and 38
died. Then it disappeared.
The Kansas soldiers were
being trained to fight in World
War 1 and soon left for the front
with soldiers and sailors from
other states. They traveled by
train to New York and were
transported on war ships to
Europe disseminating the virus
to other soldiers and civilians
in Western Europe. New York
became the mega-center in
this second wave in the United
States. World War I spokespersons minimized the early
reports of the outbreak just
as our government did at the
beginning of the Covid-19. The
worst months of the country
outbreak were August, September, and October with
October 1918 being the deadliest. The virus had spread
throughout the big cities of
Boston and Philadelphia and
eventually to rural areas. The
majority of those infected were
men between the ages of 20 and
40 because they were healthy,
and their immune systems
overreacted to the virus, but no
one was safe. Because of the
crowding in the hospitals, some
men lay on the floor waiting for
someone to die so they could
have the bed. Emergency tents
were set up - one picture of the

rows and rows of hospital beds
reminded me of the facility set
up recently in New York City.
Like today, businesses were
shut down, people lost jobs,
streets were bare, the economy tanked, kids went hungry,
soup kitchens were established
– sounds familiar doesn’t it.
Citizens were upset, picketed,
and rioted. Everyone who lost
jobs needed to get back to
work Something that really
bothered me was that the
mortuaries could not keep up
with the deaths and coffins
were stacked everywhere in the
open on their premises – now
we have refrigerated trucks.
The third wave of virus hit
in 1919 and the fourth wave
ended in early 1920, although
they were nothing like the second. The flu killed 50 million
people worldwide - 675,000
Americans and lasted two
years. I hope we find better
treatments for those who have
fallen ill and a vaccine to stop
this deadly disease.
After I saw the documentary
on TV, I got more information
from the History Channel’s
website and used both sources
for this article.
Until next time please practice social distancing, stay safe
and be careful.
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CROSS-LINES
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED
SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower
and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom
$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available

• Laundry rooms available on-site
• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby
• Exercise Room
• Craft Room
• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)
Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave.
Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855
Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate
on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities.
The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

The Record
Publications

OUR LOW
INTRODUCTORY
RATE

(913) 362-1988
Publishers of The Record
and The Companion

for your home
equity line of credit

Jon A. Males
Owner/Publisher/Editor

Policy On Opinion

All statements of implication
or opinions contained in editorial, columnist, or advertising
materials in this publication
represent only the view of the
author or advertiser.
The Record (USPS No.
002269) is published weekly
every Thursday by The Record
Publications at PO Box 6197,
Kansas City, Kansas 66106.
Newsstand price, single copy,
35 cents; subscription price
per year, $16.13. For editorial,
display, and classified advertising information call 362-1988.
Periodical postage paid at
Kansas City, Kansas 66110.
Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Record, 3414
Strong Ave., P.O. Box 6197,
Kansas City, Kansas 66110.
© 2018 by The Record Publications, LLC. Kansas City, Kansas.
All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in
any form or by any means without
expressed written consent from
the publisher.

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation
22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013
913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711

3.99
1.99

%
APR*

*FixedAPR
APRfor
for624
months
*Fixed
months

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) is a variable
rate line of credit that uses your primary residence
as collateral, or security for the debt.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. The 3.99% APR is guaranteed for six months at the time
of closing and is variable thereafter. 5.00% APR is the standard minimum for Argentine
the beginning
theoftwenty-fifth
month,
regular
rate will
FederalAt
Savings
home equityoflines
credit. After the
initial 6the
month
offer period,
pricing
will be the
of the Wall
Street
Journal
Primeloans
Rate or
5.00% APR.
Thedeductible
maximum APR
go greater
into effect.
Most
home
equity
qualify
for tax
that can be imposed is 18%. Subject to credit approval. Homeowners’ property insurance
interest.
advisor The
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details. Please
contact
is required.
FloodConsult
insuranceyour
may tax
be required.
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any other
mortgage(s)
80% of about
the value
of the
employee
for cannot
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information
fees
andproperty.
terms. New lines only.
Appraisal may be required. This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS

We Care!

3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas
12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or
913-402-1500
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KCK Fire Dept.

...from page 1

New Fire Stations
• Announced planned station construction for replacement of Station 20 (Muncie)
• Announced planned
station construction for
replacement of Station 4
(Bethel) to include a Traffic
Division Structure for the
Kansas City, Kansas Police
Department
• Provided an update on the
nearly complete new Station
12 (Piper)
“Several of our fire stations
were built in the 1940s, 50s,
and 60s, to serve as a station
for volunteer firefighters,”
said Callahan. “These structures were never intended
to house paid, professional
firefighters. While we’ve
done our best to refurbish
and repair these structures,
they’re just not adequate for
what our firefighters need.
That’s why we have developed a forward-thinking plan
to replace these structures
with modern facilities that
will adequately house our
firefighters and equipment.”
Increasing Personnel &
Improving Response Times
Although the most recent
county-wide survey showed
that 85% of residents were
satisfied or very satisfied
with the Fire Department’s
service, the Department
remains committed to ensuring that staffing and
response times exceed expectations in a fiscally responsible manner.
To this end, the new Fire
Station located in Western
KCK at Hutton and Leavenworth Road will provide enhanced fire and EMS services
to the northwest portion of
the city, which has seen significant population growth.
Preventing Tactical Breaches & Improving Service
In addition to improving
Firefighter safety through
staffing and training, Chief
Callahan was tasked with
staffing the new Station 12
by relocating an existing
company. To accomplish
this goal while maintaining
response times and avoiding the creation of tactical
breaches within the service
area, the Fire Department
used a data-driven geospatial mapping analysis to
identify three companies
with inefficient areas of

response near the eastern
boundaries of Kansas City,
Kansas. Following additional
review, the Chief recommended moving Pumper 15,
located in the Fairfax Industrial District, to Station 12,
at the April 30 Commission
meeting because:
• It is the least active station in the city with 0.78
responses per day in 2019
• A response analysis
revealed that the response
territories of the two other
companies considered are
on average, 417% more
active than the territory of
Pumper 15
• Station 5, located on
Quindaro Boulevard, can
provide Fire and EMS response within NFPA Standard 1710
• It is consistent with the
2016 FACETS Study which
reviewed Department operations and locations
• It does not leave areas of
the city unprotected within a
4-minute response time, as
the analysis of station locations showed would result if
other companies were moved
This change would meet
the staffing requirement for
new Station 12 while maintaining the exceptional standard of service residents and
businesses are accustomed
to and deserve.
“As the leaders of the Fire
Department, it’s our job to
determine the locations and
configurations of personnel,
apparatus and brick-andmortar facilities that provides the best speed and
weight of response for the
entire city,” explained Callahan. “The data, combined
with meticulous research
and analysis, drives these
decisions to help us optimize
all of our resources to provide
the best possible care and
protection for our residents.”
The Board of County Commissioners met on May 7,
2020, at 5:00 PM to continue
their discussion on Chief
Callahan’s recommendation and the Department’s
enhanced safety, improved
readiness, fiscal responsibility, and new fire stations
further.
To watch a video recording
of the Fire Department’s
presentation to the Board of
County Commissioners, visit
the Unified Government’s
YouTube Channel at or
tune in on UGTV (Spectrum
Channel 2 and Google Fiber
Channel 141).

Bike Safety

...from page 1

• Make yourself visible. No
matter the time of day, make
yourself visible to others. Wear
neon, fluorescent or other
bright colors when riding,
to be most easily seen. Wear
something that reflects light,
such as reflective tape or
markings, or flashing lights.
Remember, just because you
can see a driver doesn’t mean
the driver can see you.
• Look for hazards such
as potholes, broken glass,
gravel, puddles, leaves, and
dogs. All these hazards can
cause a crash.
• Use verbal and non-verbal communication. This
includes eye contact with
drivers, turn signals, pointing
to road hazards for bicyclists
behind you, and stating
“passing on your left,” or “on
your left.” Your bike should
be equipped with a bell or
horn to alert other cyclists,
pedestrians and motorists of
your presence.
• Be predictable. Ride in a
straight line, not in and out
of cars. Signal your moves
to others.
• Look before turning. When
turning left or right, always

look behind you for a break in
traffic, and then signal before
making the turn. Watch for
left- or right-turning traffic.
• Children should not ride
alone. Children younger than
10 years old are not able to
make necessary safely decisions and should ride with
an adult. Utilize safer routes
such as sidewalks when
available.
Many people are pedestrians at some point in the day.
Unfortunately pedestrian fatalities remain high. In 2018,
there were 6,283 pedestrians
killed in traffic crashes, a
three percent increase from
the previous year and the
most since 1990, according
to NHTSA.
In Kansas, there were 474
pedestrians involved in vehicle crashes in 2018, resulting
in 29 deaths and 417 injuries,
according to KDOT.
“As more walkers take to
the sidewalks and streets, we
are all responsible for making
safety a priority,” noted AAA
Kansas’ Steward. “Pedestrians and drivers alike should
remain alert and be aware of
each other’s movements on
the roadways.”
AAA Pedestrian Safety Reminders

• Walk on sidewalks whenever possible.
• If no sidewalk is available,
walk on the left side of the
road, facing traffic
• Cross at crosswalks. Keep
to the right in the crosswalk.
• Look both ways before
crossing the street.
• At signalized intersections, cross only on the proper
signal.
• Avoid crossing the street
between parked cars.
• Watch for cars. Be sure
that the way is clear before
you start crossing. Continue
looking and checking while
crossing.
• Never assume a driver
sees you. Make eye contact
with drivers as they approach
you to make sure you are
seen.
• Motorists must yield to pedestrians crossing the street
at marked and unmarked
intersections BUT the pedestrian must either be within
the crosswalk or affirmatively
indicate an intent to cross.
• Wear or carry retro-reflective material or carry a
flashlight at night to help
drivers see you.
• Avoid distractions. Limit phone use, loud music,
and other distractions while
walking.

Dealing with Uncertainty
By Murrel Bland

The only certain about politics is that it is uncertain.
Simply stated, that is the
situation with local, state and
federal tax funding. The main
reason this year, as opposed
to other years, is the coronavirus pandemic.
The pandemic has hit
government spending at all
levels. Congress and President Donald Trump recently
approved paying a substantial number of U.S. citizens
$1,200 each. Small businesses received funds that would
keep personnel employed.
State unemployment agencies are paying out billions
for those who have lost jobs.
The national unemployment rate is nearly 15 percent, rivaling levels not seen
since the Great Depression
in the 1930s. A 15 per cent-hit in Wyandotte County
could mean a loss of more
than10,000 jobs, although
no official reports have been
made. Before the coronavirus pandemic, about 95,000
persons were employed in
Wyandotte County. And it is

uncertain how many businesses that were shut down
will reopen.
Although the job loss has
been severe, many of the jobs
lost have been in the service
industries such restaurants
and entertainment. A more
significant statistic would be
how many of these jobs were
held by heads-of-households.
It is uncertain just how soon
the world might return to a
normal status. The problem
is that there is no approved
vaccine to ward off the coronavirus. Although the Unified and state governments
are relaxing restrictions on
businesses, it is uncertain if
it will be safe.
The State of Kansas government could be short as much
as $1.3 billion. The hope is
that the federal government
will help state governments.
That issue is being debated
in Washington. Liberal Democrats, such as U.S. Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of
the House, favors a trillion
dollar proposal to aid states
and cities; U.S. Sen. Mitch
McConnell, a conservative

Republican who is Speaker
of the Senate, would let is
let states go bankrupt. Those
watching legislation closely
have speculated that a compromise may be reached that
would provide $500 billion in
federal money to help state
and local governments.
The Kansas Legislature is
scheduled to meet for its final
day Thursday, May 21; this
is traditionally a ceremonial
closing of the session.
The Unified Government
estimates that its budget
could suffer as much as
$35 million this year’ and
as much as $22 million in
2021. A reduction in sales
tax is one of the main reason
for these losses. The Unified
Government’s annual budget
is about $400 million.
It is uncertain how long
it will take for the economy
to rebound to what would
be “normal times.” That is
certain.
Murrel Bland is the former
editor of The Wyandotte West
and The Piper Press. He is
executive director of Business
West.
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CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

FINANCIAL

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS 913.677.1115

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
Deposits Federally Insured
3004 Strong Ave....................................831-2004

CHURCHES

METROPOLITAN AVENUE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School Class 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Service 9:00 am
3730 Metropolitan Ave...........................831-4531

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers
HIV/AIDS,
KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care,
Partners in Primary Care
Medicare-Advantage Care
Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
Center
855*378*4373
7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has
competitive rates for rental
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399
Sam Davis
Agency, LLC
6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
14th & Metropolitan

FUNERAL SERVICES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan.................................831-3241

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

HEALTH CARE

PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING
SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC.
Visit our showroom & parts dept.
3400 Shawnee Dr..................................262-2969

RESTAURANT
PET CARE/GROOMING
BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
2500 S 34TH ST............... 722-0177 or 406-2379
Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
Wed. & Sunday Special
2117 S. 34th Street . .............................362-6980
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I’m Just Goofy Over
The Record!
Have The Record delivered to your
mailbox each and every week with
a 1-, 2- or 3-year subscription.
Take it from me,
a Record subscription just makes
perfect sense!

RECORD SUBSCRIPTION FORM
CHECK A
SUBSCRIPTION
LENGTH

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City________________________________________
State_____________________ZIP________________
Home Phone _________________________________
Daytime Phone_______________________________

_ _ _ _

_ _ _ _

_ _ _ _

CARD NUMBER

❒

1-Year Subscription
$15.00

❒

2-Year Subscription
$28.50

❒

3-Year Subscription
42.00

_ _ _ _

EXP. DATE _______/_______/_______
Name as it
appears on card___________________________________________
Signature________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: The Record

Mail to or drop off at The Record
PO Box 6197
Kansas City, KS 66106

Turner, Argentine &
Rosedale community
news... relax, we’ve got it
in The Record!
◆ News and Features on local
people and places – information
that hits home to YOU and your
community.
◆ Community Events – dates,
times & locations… news you
can use.
◆ Area Schools – sports, activities
and issues that affect parents,
students and the community.
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Guest
Editorial
By Tom Valverde

Dr. Rick Bright, the former
director of the Biomedical
Advanced Research and
Development Authority
(BARDA), spoke last week
to reporters during a conference call to discuss
this inordinate move by
president Trump, and the
whistleblower complaint he
filed that same day, May,
5th. Dr. Bright is the key
person dedicated to finding
a Vaccine for the Covid-19
virus.
Dr. Bright: “Time after
time, I was pressured to
ignore or dismiss expert
and scientific recommendations. And insisted to award
lucrative contracts based on
political connections.”
“In other words, I was
pressured to let politics and
cronyism drive decisions,
over the opinions of the
best scientists we have in
government.”

Page 7

BARDA Director is
Abruptly Removed and
Reassigned To NIH
Dr. Bright is scheduled to
testify before a House subcommittee, on May, 14th.
It’s expected that he will
ask for a special counsel
investigation into the delay
of preparing for the then,
looming pandemic. And
he wishes to return to his
former position at BARDA
“What I want to know
is, where are the ethics in
all of this? queried House
Speaker, Nancy Pelosi.
She added, “This is not
a market opportunity for
business, it’s a moral imperative for public health
in our country.”
Dr. Bright said to the
reporters that he felt an
urgent and compelling
need to inform the American public that there
was insufficient scientific
data to support the drugs
that president Trump had
promoted for use to treat
Covid-19 patients.
The doctor’s Whistle

An Online Response to
My Comments About
Trump’s Failure to Act
By Tom Valverde

The Washington Post had reported in late April, that, “US
Intelligence agencies warned Trump about the Covid-19
virus, more than a dozen times, while he down played
the threat to the American people.”
The following is taken from an online discussion: “I hope
that when this is over, a Full Investigation is launched
to document everything that happened. This needs to be
studied so it doesn’t happen again.” M. Bagley
The following is my own response to M. Bagley:
President Obama has an entire report: Lessons Learned
from the Obama Administration’s dealing with the threats
from Ebola, SARS, and MERS.
Obama left a step by step playbook for the incoming
Trump Administration; he knew more viral outbreaks
would be returning again soon. Lessons Learned soon
became, Lessons FORGOTTEN ABOUT!
All of what is occurring now, was forecasted in those
Obama, Lessons Learned reports.
Unlike Trump, President Obama truly cared. He knew
his primary job as President, was to protect American lives.
President Obama authorized the expenditure of $800
Billion, to fight Ebola in Africa. He was criticized for doing
this, but when he ordered the military to go over and set
up field hospitals, Obama knew that by taking care of the
disease over there, he was preventing it’s coming to the
US, to then threaten American lives.
This is how a determined and brave President operates,
not by name calling and pushing the blame for his own
failure to act onto others, as Trump always does!
Trump is a coward, and his actions and words all affirm
this. He is a Fake, Liar, Corrupt, Paranoid,

blower complaint states
that in January 2020, Dr.
Bright acted with urgency
to address this pandemic,
but encountered resistance
from Health and Human
Services (HHS) leadership,
including HHS Secretary
Azar, who appeared intent
on downplaying this catastrophic threat.
Early on, Dr. Bright was
alarmed at, “The scarcity
of resources and supplies.”
He knew that N95 face
masks for doctors were
needed as well as swabs
and syringes. There was
a critical shortage of essential personal protective
equipment, but his pleas
fell on deaf ears!
Dr. Bright told reporters that he was retaliated
against because he would
not allow arbitration to
come before science.”
Dr. Rick Bright is the latest governmental official to
be taken from their career
by Trump. But, unlike the
many others, Dr. Bright
was let go in the midst
of a pandemic, and was
directing the development
of a new vaccine to protect
against the Covid-19 virus.
Former Missouri Senator
Claire McCaskill summed
up this latest absurd action by the White House,
by saying, “It’s a scandal
a minute!”

Help Wanted

Tom’s Tasty Treats

Spring arrived, and only because of our flowering trees,
bushes, and bulbs did we realize it. The virus was so
over-powering, that mostly, that is what took the place of
celebrating the new Season. Well, this week’s tasty treat is in
honor of Spring, and as l have featured this ingredient each
Spring, we have a “new” recipe for my Springtime favorite,
and that is rhubarb.
It’s a new recipe in that usually, rhubarb is to be found
in pies, crumbles, and the like. This is the first recipe that
l have come across, where it’s used in a coffeecake. I hope
you will find some fresh rhubarb at the market*, and make
this tasty treat!
Rhubarb Sour Cream Coffeecake
Ingredients:
1 stick Butter
1 c Sugar
1/2 c Brown Sugar
2 lg. Eggs
1 1/2 t Vanilla
2 1/3 c Flour
1 t Baking Soda
1 t Salt
4 c Rhubarb cut into 1/2” pieces
1/2 c Sour Cream
* Frozen rhubarb will work, let thaw before using
Topping:
1/2 c Sugar
1 1/2 t Cinnamon
1 c Pecans, finely chopped
Set oven to 350°.
Butter a 9?13” pan
In a mixer, cream the butter and sugars until creamy
and fluffy; at least for 4 minutes. Beat in the eggs and the
vanilla. In a bowl, combine and whisk together the flour,
baking soda and salt. On low speed, add the flour mixture,
and mix until well blended. Add the rhubarb and the sour
cream and stir in well. Place the batter into the baking pan,
and spread it out evenly.
Combine the topping ingredients in a bowl and stir until
blended. Sprinkle the topping over the batter. Bake at 350°
for 40 minutes or until tested with a wooden skewer.
Variation:
Use 2 c Rhubarb and 2 c Strawberries, halved! Try this as
a breakfast treat or as a dessert served warm, with a scoop
of vanilla ice cream, or some whipped topping. And serve
always with a cup of just brewed coffee! Would be great to
serve for a Brunch gathering, with the family. Wrap tightly
with plastic wrap, and keep at room temperature for 3 days,
if it lasts that long!
Enjoy!
Tom Valverde

Looking for a House
Cleaner. One hour per
LEGAL PUBLICATION
LEGAL PUBLICATION
week. Take out trash, minor chores, vacuum, dishMBE / WBE INVITATION TO BID
JE Dunn Construction has been pre-selected to bid the Lee’s
es, laundry, etc. Please
call Joyce at 913-287- Summit 2020 Bond Project – Mason Elementary - Early Site Electrical
Package. A Pre-bid conference will be held at Mason Elementary
0444.

Passings…
By Sue Reich

Bill DeBaun, age 73, passed
away on April 28, 2020. He
was a 1965 Turner High School

School South Parking Lot, 27600 NE Colbern Road, Lees Summit,
MO 64086 at 3:30 PM on 05/12/2020 for the purpose of answering
any questions from prospective bidders regarding the Scopes of
Work on the project. Attendance is strongly recommended. No
other Pre-bid conference will be held. MBE/WBE participation is
encouraged. EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled
Bidding Documents may be obtained by contacting the various
plan rooms via Smart Bid Net (by invitation). Email tracey.kraus@
jedunn.com to receive invitation. Bid will be received until 2:00 PM
on 05/26/2020. Bids will be received by the Contractor at Mason
Elementary School South Parking Lot, 27600 NE Colbern Road,
Lees Summit, MO 64086. Please direct all Bids to the attention of
Mike Chiles @ mike.chiles@jedunn.com
(First published 5-14-20)
1t-The Record 5-14-20
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community
who are hungry.
Keep making a difference.
Learn more at

V_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd 1

www.harvesters.org
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