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Governor Laura Kelly joined 
Representative Sharice Da-
vids (KS-03), KDOT Secre-
tary Julie Lorenz, and local 
officials to commemorate the 
completion of the re-opening 
of westbound I-70 as part 
of the multi-phase Lewis 
& Clark Viaduct project. 
The Lewis & Clark Viaduct 
is comprised of a series of 
bridges that carry eastbound 
and westbound I-70 over 
the Kansas River, providing 
a vital connection between 
Kansas City, Kansas, and 
Kansas City, Missouri.

“Since day one, my ad-
ministration has prioritized 
pragmatic investments to 
rebuild our state’s founda-
tion,” Governor Laura Kelly 
said. “The Lewis & Clark Via-
duct reconstruction project 
demonstrates this priority 
-- and the power of federal, 
state and local partnerships 
to deliver more for Kansans. 
By working together, we can 
restore our aging infrastruc-
ture and make transforma-
tional investments to make 
travel safer, create jobs, and 
propel our economy forward.”

“Thanks to the collaborative 
work of our federal, state, and 
local partners, the completed 
Lewis & Clark Viaduct project 
will help keep our families 
safe, our communities con-
nected, and our economy 

Governor Kelly Announces Completion 
of $65 Million Transportation Project

running,” said Representa-
tive Sharice Davids. “I look 
forward to continuing to 
work with Governor Kelly, 
Secretary Lorenz, and our 
local stakeholders as we 
push for a transformational 
infrastructure package in 
Congress that restores our 
aging infrastructure and cre-
ates good paying jobs here in 
Kansas to fuel our economy 
for years to come.”

Governor Kelly noted the 
59-year-old westbound I-70 
bridge had deteriorated sig-
nificantly, which was requir-
ing nearly a million dollars in 
maintenance costs each year 
to keep the structure safe and 
operable. 

Speakers at today’s event 
included Governor Kelly, 
Kansas Department of Trans-
portation (KDOT) Secretary 

Julie Lorenz, U.S. Repre-
sentative Sharice Davids 
and Unified Government of 
Wyandotte County Mayor 
David Alvey. The observance 
took place in the shadow of 
I-70 at Kaw Point Park at the 
confluence of the Kansas and 
Missouri rivers and where 
the Lewis & Clark Expedition 
landed in 1804.

“I’ve never been more op-
timistic about the future of 
Kansas infrastructure,” said 
Sec. Julie Lorenz. “We have 
the IKE program, federal 
investments may allow us to 
make innovative investments 
– and most importantly, we 
have local, state and federal 
leaders who all want to work 
together to make infrastruc-
ture work better.”

Changing Course
By Dr. Jim Haas

It’s official: The Biden-Harris 
Administration and the Democratic 
Congress have passed and signed 
the promised American Rescue 
Plan steering the ship of state on 
a new progressive course. For the 
first time in years, major legisla-
tion will help the large majority of 
Americans rather than the well off 
and special interests. 

Since the Reagan years—he fa-
mously said, “the most terrifying 
words in the English language are: 
I’m from the government and I’m 
here to help”—our government has 
shied away from helping people, Republicans justifying it on the 
grounds of keeping taxes low, especially for the wealthy, and by 
claiming that people should be responsible for themselves. Now, 
the COVID-19 emergency has millions suffering through no fault 
of their own, and our new government is “here to help.”

The $1.9 trillion Rescue Plan includes the balance of $2,000 di-
rect payments to individuals with income up to $75,000 (double for 
joint tax filers; less from $75K to $80K). Checks/deposits are being 
sent now. With child tax credits, the income of the poorest fifth of 
households will increase 20 percent cutting child poverty in half. 
There are substantially increased health insurance subsidies, aid to 
states whose revenues have been reduced and costs increased by the 
pandemic, help for hard-pressed schools, extended unemployment 
benefits, support for farmers, aid to indigenous communities, money 
for COVID testing and vaccines, support for child and senior care, 
small business help including for restaurants and live venues, money 
for rural healthcare, scientific research and development funding, 
and more. 

Surveys show at least 70 percent of Americans approve of the 
Rescue Plan including 60 percent of Republicans, but the Plan 
passed Congress with no Republican votes in either House or Senate. 
They said it was “too costly.” Hogwash. The 2017 tax cuts for the 
rich and corporations were equally costly, yet Republicans voted 
overwhelmingly for those. The GOP just isn’t interested in helping 
most Americans.

How to pay for the Rescue Plan? The President is working on 
legislation that would reverse the GOP corporate tax cuts and those 
for individuals making more than $400,000 a year as well as rais-
ing taxes on capital gains (currently taxed at much lower rates than 
income from working) and on large inheritances. In effect, it’s tax 
reform that transfers wealth from those who have plenty to those in 
need. It will be a good start on reducing America’s wildly unequal 
distribution of wealth.  

Republicans lost the popular vote in seven of the last eight Presi-
dential elections, but instead of adopting policies with broader voter 
appeal, they’re hellbent on making voting harder for minorities, stu-
dents, and others who tend to vote Democratic. There are currently 
243 GOP proposals in 43 states to suppress votes, from reducing 
mail-in voting to stricter ID rules to limited early voting to fewer 
polling places in cities, all pretending to prevent “voter fraud” which 
is so rare that it’s meaningless. As we saw in the Capitol insurrection, 
Republicans don’t respect voters or democracy itself.

Reagan claimed that “as government expands, liberty contracts,” 
but, as the song says, “It ain’t necessarily so.” The GI Bill expanded 
government but gave millions of veterans the freedom to attend 
college, buy homes, and lead better lives. Civil rights acts prohibit 
discrimination in employment, public accommodations, and educa-
tion (like expanding women’s sports in schools)—more government 
and more freedom. Likewise, Obamacare liberates millions from the 
fear of financial ruin and offers the freedom of healthier lives as well.

The Biden-Harris course correction ends forty years of letting 
“markets” drive our economy and forty years of workers falling 
behind while investors cashed in. Power to the people.
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By: Sue ReichSue’s Sudsy Soapbox

Well, we did it. We 
went out to dinner 
and actually sat 

down in a booth and a real 
waitress waited on us. Of 
course, there were plastic 
panels between each booth. 
But golly, it seemed like a real 
day in the olden days when 
we used to go out quite a bit. 
Had coffee in a real cup and 
ate with real utensils instead 
of plastic. I had Tilapia and 
Mr. Ed had a breakfast. It 
was cold and rainy out and 
we left at 4 p.m. which meant 
lots of traffic. The restaurant 
had a few customers, but it 
was starting to fill up by the 
time we left.

Been taking papers to the 
guys down at the garden/
new building. They want to 
start a worm farm and the 
papers will be shredded for 
the worms. They have the 
gates up on wheels. Gonna 
look really good. Those fellas 
really have their hands full 
doing all of that. Sure glad we 
got the hard part over when 
we cleaned out the dump. 
Can’t believe how many years 
have passed since we started. 
I think we have lost 3 or 4 
that were part of the original 
group. I don’t know if Dr. G 
has been around to see what 
has been done.

I heard on TV we are sup-
posed to have slushy snow 
tonight. What is with this 
weather? Summer is one 
week and then winter the 
next. I do not put any of my 
winter clothes away until 
about 4th of July. Just to 
make sure. Don’t you all 
get tired of this rain, snow, 
sun, rain, sleet, sun, snow, 
rain stuff? It is bad enough 
being quarantined without 
watching what our weather 
is going to do. Now they are 
testing tornado sirens. What 
next? Pandemic, crazy weath-
er, tornadoes and people are 
really getting claustrophobic 
over all of this stuff. Hey, 
the schools are trying to get 

back to some normalcy again. 
Hooray!! Can’t hardly wait. 
These poor kids don’t know 
what to do with themselves 
and neither do the parents. 
Everyone is getting antsy. 
I know I am. I understand 
they are going to change the 
6’ feet distancing to 3’ feet 
now. But yet they are saying 
we should wear 2 masks. 
Wish they would make up 
our minds. lol.

Guess I will sign off and 
go nite nite. Sure has been 
a tiring day. Every day is 
getting tiring to me. Tedious, 
boring, monotonous, you 
name it. Lvya all dear people, 
mind your p’s and q’s. Be 
Kind. From your slap happy 
reporter: Sue

My little memory to my 
three sisters, Gayle, Carolyn 
and Marilyn (Larson) All went 
to Argentine high. A sister 
remembers times when you 
were almost perfect and times 
when you were anything, but-
-- She loves you all the more 
for both. From: Words from 
the heart.

Short Stuff
By: Sue Reich

These are just short things 
that I thought might be of in-
terest to you. About a month 
ago, a funeral procession 
passed me, and I pulled over 
out of respect. It was a very 
old-fashioned hearse with its 
followers. What a nice idea for 
the last ride. Don’t know what 
Funeral Parlor it was from but 
what a nice way to go.

Crosslines High rise in Ar-
gentine filled up it’s cute little 
fishpond that has been there 
for many years. Barbara, a 
past resident there, took great 
care of it and after she left, it 
filled up with trash and ciga-
rette butts. So sad, it will be 
missed. Sad that all the fish 
aren’t there anymore.

Common 
Denominator

1. Pete Fountain • Woody Her-
man • Steve Allen
2. Dressing • Twist • Fries
3. Moon • Monkey • Shine
4. James Dean • Natalie Wood 
• Sal Mineo
5. Navy • Army • Air Force
6. Army • Serape • Afghan
7. Table • Trees • Sailors
8. Salem • Winston • Raleigh
9. Cheese • Knife • Sprat
10. Marilyn Monroe • Montgom-
ery Cliff • Clark Gable

(Top) Mr. Ed and the giant 
Sunflowers. No more this 
year. A carport and a privacy 
fence are in their place

(Left) This gentleman went 
fishing last year. He probably 
is anxious to go again. Go 
get’um Matt.

(Bottom Left) Digger has on 
his mask. He doesn’t want to 
get that nasty old virus either. 
His friend, who takes care 
of him is going to give him a 
complete makeover when the 
weather makes up its mind 
to get warm and stay warm.

(Bottom Right) This cute 
little mascot was named in 
a contest. The winner was 
Shannon and was in the 4th 
grade at the time. She is now 
grown and married. Her mom 
is, Deb O’Driscoll and was a 
Special Education teacher 
at Harmon High School. The 
mascot was named: R.U. 
READING.
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

OUR LOW 
INTRODUCTORY 

RATE 
for your home 

equity line of credit

At the beginning of the twenty-fifth month, the regular rate will 
go into effect. Most home equity loans qualify for tax deductible 
interest. Consult your tax advisor for details. Please contact an 
employee for more information about fees and terms.

APR*
%  1.99

*Fixed APR for 24 months

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) is a variable 
rate line of credit that uses your primary residence 
as collateral, or security for the debt.

*Fixed APR for 6 months
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate.  The 3.99% APR is guaranteed for six months at the time 
of closing and is variable thereafter.  5.00% APR is the standard minimum for Argentine 
Federal Savings home equity lines of credit.  After the initial 6 month offer period, pricing 
will be the greater of the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate or 5.00% APR.  The maximum APR 
that can be imposed is 18%.  Subject to credit approval.  Homeowners’ property insurance 
is required.  Flood insurance may be required.  The proposed credit line together with 
any other mortgage(s) cannot exceed 80% of the value of the property.  New lines only.  
Appraisal may be required.  This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

3.99

Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED

SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available
• Laundry rooms available on-site

• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby

• Exercise Room
• Craft Room

• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave. 

Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855

Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 

on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities. 

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation

22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013

913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711

I feel like I have experi-
enced all four seasons this 
week. However, as the old 
saying goes nothing can 
deter the postman from 
delivering the mail, and one 
should not let this weather 
stop from getting a Covid 
shot when one becomes 
eligible. Even the former 
president and first lady 
received the vaccine before 
they left the White House 
and is now urging his fol-
lowers to get the shot. Save 
yourself, family, friends, 

and neighbors.
On the Turner Community 

Garden front, at this time 
I have four open plots for 
rental to anyone who is in-
terested. The cost is $15.00 
for a 4 foot by 12 foot plot. 
Applications will be avail-
able April 1 at the Turner 
Recreation Commission’s 
office. Debit or credit cards 
are accepted. As of this 
writing: masks are required, 
your temperature will be 
checked, and you must sign 
in before entering the office.

I still have about 100 
pages to read before I finish 
Obama’s presidential mem-
oir “A Promised Land.” It 
is quite lengthy - over 700 
pages beginning with his 
political aspirations and 
ends with him meeting 
the Seal team who took 
out Osama bin Laden. He 
goes into detail on the who, 
what, where, why, and how 
various actions were taken 
during his presidency. He 
tells of victories and mis-

steps.  I found the book in-
formative and learned about 
the innerworkings of the 
Cabinet, the government, 
the power of the President, 
the dynamics of internation-
al diplomacy, and U.S. par-
tisan politics. If you’ve got 
the time, it’s worth reading.

One recent novel that I 
couldn’t put down was “The 
Push” by Ashley Audrain. It 
is a “psychological dra-
ma about the making and 
breaking of a family and a 
woman whose experience 
of motherhood is nothing at 
all like what she hoped for 
and everything she feared.”  
It will question “everything 
you know about mother-
hood, about what we owe 
our children and about what 
it feels like when women 
are not believed.” It was 
a Good Morning America 
Book Club pick.

Time for me to go, so…
Until next time, stay safe 

and please be kind to those 
around you.  
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SENATE
NEWS

By Sen. Pat Pettey

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

This Week at the Capitol
Legislators returned this 

week after a short break follow-
ing the turnaround deadline 
last Friday. The Senate as a 
whole has now taken action 
on 77 bills, most of which were 
noncontroversial.

This week, the Senate met on 
Wednesday to swear in Senator 
Ron Ryckman, Sr. (R - Meade), 
who was appointed by precinct 
leaders last week to replace the 
late Senator Bud Estes. You 
may recognize the new Senator 
from the 38th district’s name 
– he previously served in the 
Kansas House, and his son, 
Ron Ryckman, Jr., is serving 
his third term as Speaker of 
the House. Welcome, Senator 
Ryckman!

On Thursday, the Senate 
debated one bill and two ap-
pointments, though the ap-
pointment of Robert Marx to 
the Board of Tax Appeals failed. 
From the moment he was nom-
inated, Marx was targeted by 
the Kansas Chamber – a spe-
cial interest organization that 
spends hundreds of thousands 
of dollars supporting extremist 
Republican legislators – for 
their fear that his 40+ years 
of experience would lead to 
a conflict of interest in cases 
the Kansas Chamber has a 
substantial interest in.

You may recognize the con-
cept behind SB 50, which 
requires marketplace facilita-
tors to collect and remit sales, 
use, and transient guest taxes 
and 911 fees from sales made 
through their platforms and 
removing click-through nex-
us provisions. When Senate 
Republicans pushed a tax cut 
for giant multinational cor-
porations last month, Senate 
Democrats proposed a similar 
marketplace facilitator tax. 
Simply put, it requires out-of-
state businesses like Amazon 
to pay the same taxes as in-
state Main Street businesses, 
and our proposal would have 
used those revenues to pay for 
tax relief for 94% of Kansans. 
Senate Republicans rejected 
it and our arguments in favor. 
On Thursday, they used those 
same arguments to promote 
this much-needed legislation. 
This measure levels the playing 
field for businesses here at 
home, and am glad Senate Re-
publicans have come around 
to that way of thinking on this 
issue.

The Senate also voted on a 
motion to concur on SB 13. 
When a bill passes the Senate, 
it then goes to the House for 
consideration. If the House 
makes no changes to the bill 
passed out of the Senate, 
it goes to the Governor for 
her signature or veto. Often, 
amendments do come up in 
House committees or on the 
House floor, which results in 
two different versions of the 
bill. The Senate can vote ei-
ther to concur or non-concur. 
If the Senate votes to concur, 
they approve of the changes 
made by the House, and that 
version of the bill goes to the 
Governor for her signature or 
veto. On the other hand, if the 
Senate votes to non-concur, a 
conference committee must be 
formed with members of the 
House and Senate to work out 
the differences and identify a 
compromise. This is called a 
conference committee report, 
which both chambers then 
vote on.

We have already had several 
motions to non-concur on leg-
islation this year, and several 
conference committees have 
been formed to work on those 
bills. On Thursday, we voted to 
concur with the House changes 
to SB 13, one of the first bills we 
passed this year which lifts the 
property tax lid and requires 
more public disclosure when 
local governments collect extra 
tax dollars from rising proper-
ty values. The House version 
of the bill added schools into 
the mix.

I welcome your input on any 
of these issues. Please feel free 
to contact me at 785-296-7375 
or pat.pettey@senate.ks.gov.

Personal Events
Medicaid Expansion We-

binar:
I am honored to be part of 

a panel with Dr. Bridgett Mc-
Candless to share information 
about Medicaid Expansion 
success in other states, and 
how it can benefit Kansas. 
This virtual presentation was 
for the Kansas City Medical 
Society Foundation.

Interview:
I did a video interview with 

Mainstream and would en-
courage those interested to 
check it out at mainstream-
coalition.org.

Low Income Energy Assis-
tance Program Expanded

Governor Kelly announced 
on Thursday the expansion 
of the Low-Income Energy 
Assistance Program. Effec-
tive immediately, the Kansas 
Department for Children and 
Families is extending the ap-
plication deadline for LIEAP 

to May 28. Additionally, the 
agency is expanding the in-
come requirements from 130% 
of the federal poverty level to 
150%. DCF also will review all 
previously denied applications 
during the 2021 LIEAP pro-
gram year. Any cases that now 
qualify under the new income 
threshold and meet other eli-
gibility criteria will receive the 
benefit. The Board of Public 
Utilities (BPU) supports the 
governor’s expansion of the 
LIEAP program.

To qualify for the program, 
applicants must be respon-
sible for direct payment of 
their heating bills. The level 
of benefit varies according to 
household income, number 
of people living in the home, 
type of residence, type of 
heating fuel and utility rates. 
Applicants need to have made 
payments on their heating 
bill two out of the last three 
months. Those payments must 
be equal to or exceed $80 or 
the total balance due on their 
energy bills, whichever is less.

LIEAP applications are avail-
able at local DCF offices and 
through partnering agencies. 
They can be requested by call-
ing 1-800-432-0043. To apply 
online, click here. For more 
information, click here.

President Biden Signed 
The American Rescue Plan

As the President often said 
during the campaign, “help 
is on the way,” and with the 
American Rescue Plan officially 
signed, the American people 
can be confident in knowing 
that help is here.

Now is the time to go big 
– the American Rescue Plan 
will deliver direct relief to the 
American people, rescue the 
American economy, and start 
beating the virus.

The American Rescue Plan 
is a historic accomplishment 
that will create and support 
millions of jobs, cut child 
poverty in half, make health 
care more affordable, and put 
this pandemic behind us. Very 
soon, American families will 
have help they need to make 
it through financial difficulties, 
to get vaccinated so they can 
see their loved ones again, and 
to safely send their kids back 
to school and get back to work 
themselves.

The plan includes funding 
to:

Provide direct relief to Amer-
icans

The American Rescue Plan 
provides $1,400 per-person 
checks to households across 
America, housing and nutri-
tion assistance, and access 
to safe and reliable childcare 

and affordable healthcare. It 
also extends unemployment 
insurance, provides support 
for the hardest hit small busi-
nesses, and gives families with 
kids and childless workers an 
emergency financial boost.

Safely reopen schools
The American Rescue plan 

provides the necessary re-
sources to meet the president’s 
goal of safely reopening a 
majority of K-8 schools in the 
first 100 days. It provides the 
funding needed to get children 
back in school and parents 
back to work.

Mount a national vacci-
nation program and contain 
COVID-19

The American Rescue Plan 
provides funding to set up 
community vaccination sites 
nationwide, scale up testing 
and tracing, eliminate supply 
shortage problems, invest 
in high-quality treatments, 
distribute vaccines equitably, 
and address health disparities.

••Incentives for Kansas to 
pass Medicaid expansion••

Kansas would get over 
$330M for two years on top of 
the 90/10 match if we expand 
Medicaid.

Unemployment Updates
The Kansas Department of 

Labor will conduct a server 
migration starting Friday, 
March 12 at 9pm. The contact 
center representatives will be 
unable to take calls on Satur-
day, March 13. The migration 
is expected to be completed 
and the contact center should 
be open by 1pm on Sunday, 
March 14. The Department 
does not expect any delays 
in benefits due to the server 
migration.

The Department is also 
awaiting guidance from the 
U.S. Department of Labor on 
the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARP) of 2021’s unemployment 
extensions in Kansas. The 
extended provisions will pro-
vide additional unemployment 
compensation to unemployed 
Kansans impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Under the ARP, Pandemic 
Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC) will 
provide up to an additional 
29 times an individual’s cal-
culated weekly benefit amount 
to a maximum of 53 times an 
individual’s calculated weekly 
benefit amount. Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance 
(PUA) will provide up to an 
additional 29 weeks of benefits 
to a maximum of 79 weeks.

Both of these programs, 
along with the Federal Pan-
demic Unemployment Com-
pensation (FPUC) program, 

will be extended through 
September 6, 2021. They 
were previously scheduled to 
expire after the week ending 
March 13, 2021. The Kansas 
Department of Labor does not 
anticipate significant disrup-
tions for claimants once the 
implementation process for 
the ARP extensions is in place.

If you are in need of assis-
tance, please email me or call 
my office and provide:

• Your first and last name, 
and middle initial

• A callback number
• Your email address
• Your residential address
• The last four digits of your 

Social Security Number
• A summary of your issue
COVID-19 Updates
In conjunction with the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) guidance 
issued Monday for those who 
have been vaccinated, the 
Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) is 
issuing similar guidance in 
Kansas.

Two weeks after Kansans 
receive their completed vac-
cination (two weeks after the 
second dose for Pfizer and Mod-
erna, two weeks after the single 
dose for Johnson & Johnson), 
Kansans may begin to gather in 
their private homes with oth-
er fully vaccinated people, in 
small groups, without masks 
or social distancing.

The guidance also allows for 
vaccinated people to gather 
in private homes with unvac-
cinated people so long as the 
unvaccinated people are from 
a single household and are at 
low risk for developing severe 
disease.

While private home guidance 
has changed for those who are 
fully vaccinated, public health 
measures in public still apply 
to everyone, including those 
vaccinated.

• Wear a mask
• Stay at least 6 feet away 

from others
• Avoid crowds
• Avoid poorly ventilated 

spaces
• Wash your hands often or 

use hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol

The initial Johnson and 
Johnson doses were distribut-
ed to local health departments 
last week. With Merck’s agree-
ment to help manufacture J&J 
vaccine, we expect a significant 
increase in vaccines the week 
of March 29.

The Kansas City Star re-
ported on Thursday that all 
Johnson County teachers who 
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PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC. 
 Visit our showroom & parts dept.
 3400 Shawnee Dr. ................................262-2969

RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
 Wed. & Sunday Special
 2117 S. 34th Street .  ............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan ................................831-3241

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

 3730 Metropolitan Ave ..........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
 2500 S 34TH ST .............. 722-0177 or 406-2379
 Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
 Deposits Federally Insured
 3004 Strong Ave. ..................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
 Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
 14th & Metropolitan

Sam Davis
Agency, LLC

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has 

competitive rates for rental 
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,
KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986
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Senator Pettey...
...from page 4

Completion $65 
Million Project...

...from page 1

Passings…
By Sue Reich

Fred Junior Anderson Sr., age 
79, passed away March 10, 
2021. KCKFD 35 years. Wyan-
dotte High School.

James Phillip Hall, age 82, 
passed away March 3, 2021. 
KCMO PD. Wyandotte High 
School graduate, class of 1956.

Michael Hammer, age 57, 
passed away March 8, 2021. 
Went to Harmon High School.

wanted a COVID-19 vaccine 
have now been vaccinated. 
This is excellent news for 
our teachers, schools, and 
students, and a great step in 
having as many learning op-
tions as possible available for 
our children.

WYCO 65+  Wa lk - In 
COVID-19 Vaccines

The Unified Government 
Public Health Department 
(UGPHD) is now offering 
COVID-19 vaccinations with-
out an appointment for:

• People Age 65+ who live in 
Wyandotte County

Seniors ages 65 and over are 
welcomed to walk-in between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
Monday through Friday at the 
site most convenient to them:

West Location: 10500 Par-
allel Parkway, Kansas City, 
KS 66109

Central Location: 7836 State 
Ave. Kansas City, KS 66112

East location: 100 S 20th St, 
Kansas City, KS 66102

Seniors should bring the 
following with them:

• Proof of Wyandotte County 
address (ID, piece of mail, or 
similar)

• Proof of Age (ID, driver’s 
license, other government ID, 
birth certificate, or similar)

Vaccinations for other 
groups, such as critical work-
ers, are still by appointment 
only and need to fill out 
the Vaccine Interest Form. For 
people who do not have access 
to complete the form online, 
please call 3-1-1 and Dial 1 
for our COVID Hotline.

CMS Updates Nursing 
Home Guidance with Revised 
Visitation Recommenda-
tions

On March 10, the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS), in collabo-
ration with the CDC, issued 
updated guidance for nurs-
ing homes to safely expand 
visitation options during the 
COVID-19 pandemic public 
health emergency.

This latest guidance comes as 
more than 3 million doses of vac-
cines have been administered 
within nursing homes, thanks 
in part to the CDC’s Pharmacy 
Partnership for Long-Term Care 
Program, following the FDA au-
thorization for emergency use of 
COVID-19 vaccines.

According to the updated 
guidance, facilities should 
allow responsible indoor vis-
itation at all times and for all 
residents, regardless of vacci-
nation status of the resident, 

or visitor, unless certain sce-
narios arise that would limit 
visitation for:

• Unvaccinated residents, if 
the COVID-19 county positivity 
rate is greater than 10 per-
cent and less than 70 percent 
of residents in the facility are 
fully vaccinated,

• Residents with confirmed 
COVID-19 infection, whether 
vaccinated or unvaccinated, 
until they have met the crite-
ria to discontinue transmis-
sion-based precautions, or

• Residents in quarantine, 
whether vaccinated or un-
vaccinated, until they have 
met criteria for release from 
quarantine

The updated guidance also 
emphasizes that “compas-
sionate care” visits should be 
allowed at all times, regardless 
of a resident’s vaccination 
status, the county’s COVID-19 
positivity rate, or an outbreak. 
Compassionate care visits 
include visits for a resident 
whose health has sharply 
declined or is experiencing a 
significant change in circum-
stances.

Kansas City Bike/Pedes-
trian Path Project

A curb, sidewalk and resur-
facing project to install a new 
bike and pedestrian path in 
Kansas City, is expected to 
begin March 15, weather per-
mitting. The project to include 
Strong Avenue from 42nd St. 
to 24th St., along 24th St. from 
Strong Avenue to Metropolitan 
Avenue and along Metropoli-
tan Avenue from 24th St. to 
12th St.

Work will occur 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Monday to Friday 
and Saturdays as necessary, 
project completion expected 
end of May.

 Curb and s idewalk 
construction will begin on the 
south side of Strong Avenue 
between 36th St. and 25th St., 
where on-street parking will 
not be allowed, sidewalk closed 
and pedestrians detoured to 
the north side of the road. Once 
the south side is complete, 
construction will begin on the 
north side of Strong Ave.

Parking will not be allowed 
in the areas designated as no 
parking.

Traffic will be controlled us-
ing one lane of traffic, a flagging 
operation, signage and traffic 
cones. Drivers should expect a 
15 minute delay and may want 
to find an alternative route.

All businesses will remain 
open and accessible.

J.M. Fahey Construction 
Company of Grandview, MO is 
the contractor on the $439,900 
project.

The Lewis & Clark Project 
partners various govern-
ment and private entities 
from across the Kansas City 
Metro-area, including KDOT, 
the Unified Government of 
Wyandotte County, the Mis-
souri Department of Trans-
portation, KC Scout, the City 
of Kansas City, Missouri, and 
the Mid-America Regional 
Council.

Reconstruction the west-
bound I-70 bridge – originally 
built in 1962 – began in early 
2018. The expected two-year 
construction was delayed 
an additional year because 
of heavy flooding in 2019 
when high waters prevented 
crews from accessing pier 
sites for several months. The 
westbound I-70 closure dra-
matically impacted local and 
regional traffic flow, requiring 
the implementation of traffic 
maintenance and detours to 
prevent major traffic issues.

Westbound I-70 at the 
Lewis & Clark Viaduct re-

opened to traffic on January 
23. Total construction cost 
was $65 million of which 
$58.4 million was Federal 
and $6.5 million was state. 
The half-mile, 20-span bridge 
required approximately 8.8 
million pounds of new struc-
tural steel, 5,400 lineal feet of 
new concrete girders, 21,000 
cubic yards of concrete and 
3.1 million pounds of rein-
forcing steel. Phase 2 of the 
project is expected to replace 
the eastbound bridge, and 
a subsequent Phase 3 will 
add flyover ramps to carry 
westbound I-70 over the river.

By: Murrel Bland
It was an interesting dis-

cussion about public money 
being used by private schools 
when the Legislative Com-
mittee met Friday morning, 
March 12 via ZOOM. The 
committee is a function of the 
Kansas City, Kansas, Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Alicia Miguel, the Kan-
sas City, Kansas, School 
District Superintendent, 
expressed her opposition to 
two bills in the Kansas Leg-
islature--Senate Bill 61 and 
House Bill 2119.

The House bill would al-
low educational savings 
accounts for private schools. 
Dr. Miguel said that is just 
another name for vouchers. 
She said this legislation that 
would take money away from 
public schools should be 
of concern for the general 
public and businesses. She 
said that there is concern 
that if public money goes to 
religious schools, there is an 
issue of separation of church 
and state.

Libby Knox, who is Director 

Opponents, Proponents Discuss Public 
Funding Of Private Schools

of Development for the Cath-
olic Education Foundation, 
had opposing views. She 
spoke in favor of Senate Bill 
61. She said the legislation 
would expand the areas in 
which tax credits could be 
used. She said presently 
there are needy persons who 
are excluded. She said the 
program exists according 
to narrow guidelines estab-
lished by the courts.

Knox said she was not 
speaking in favor of House 
Bill 2119. She said the needy 
persons helped by the pro-
gram have a 99 percent high 
school graduation rate.

Edwin Birch, the Executive 
Director for Communication 
and Marketing for the Kansas 
City, Kansas, School District, 
said he worked for the Kansas 
City (Mo.) School District, 
and saw charter schools take 
away substantial funds from 
the public school system. 
Birch, also worked as public 
information officer for the 
Unified Government of Wy-
andotte County and Kansas 
City, Kansas

Stephen Linkous, the Chief 
of Staff for the Kansas City, 
Kansas, School District, said 
he comes from Denver where 
charter schools diluted funds 
for public schools.

There was discussion about 
Senate Bill 50 which passed 
out of the senate 35-3; it 
would help assure sales tax 
is collected on internet sales.

Also discussed was the 
legislation that would affect 
STAR bonds; The minimum 
for a STAR bond financing 
project would be $75 million; 
Mike Taylor, the lobbyist for 
the Unified Government, said 
that a $50 million minimum 
would be more practical. A 
STAR bond project uses the 
money that would normally 
be collected from sales tax to 
pay for infrastructure such 
as streets and sewers.

Murrel Bland is the former 
editor of The Wyandotte West 
and The Piper Press. He is 
executive director of Business 
West.

Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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Guest Editorials

By Tom Valverde
Only a political party as 

lost, broken and dysfunction-
al would bother to bring such 
nonsense to the floor of the 
US Congress. The result of 
their blindly following Trump 
into the abyss of his making. 
A regime and not a presiden-
tial term. As the saying goes, 
“They’ve made their beds, 
now they can lay in it.”

MSMBC’s Brian Williams 
featured these topics on a 
recent broadcast, this is a 
partial transcript:

Mr. Williams to Associated 
Press White House reporter, 
Johnathan Lemire: “Repub-
licans have spent the last 
week or so on Mr./Mrs. Potato 
Head, on pregnant women in 
the military, the skewering of 
Meghan Markle, Dr. Seuss 
is this kind of thing sustain-
ing? Is this the Republican 
brand?”

Mr. Lemire: “Well, right 
now, it’s all the Republicans 
have. I’ve talked to a number 
of Republican strategists and 
lawmakers who expressed 
frustration at, first of all, how 
popular Joe Biden is right 
now. Biden’s poll numbers 
sitting well north of 50% 
(Contrasted with only 45% 
that Trump had as his highest 
support).

Lermire: “They’re upset at 
how popular the COVID AID 
bill was. Even though no GOP 
lawmakers went for it, lots of 
Republican voters back it. 
And the White House is not 
shy about pointing that out 
as they track polling.

President Biden signed the 
Landmark 2 Trillion dollar 
bill of on a Thursday, with 
Vice-president Kamala Harris 
standing next to the Resolute 
Desk.

Lemire: “There will be a 
“Victory” celebration in the 
Rose Garden on Friday. No 
Republicans will be there. 
Because this was not a 
Bi-partisan bill, despite White 
House efforts.”

“And now, the White House 
is poised to use this bill, 
one that Americans want, 
to suggest that Hey, the Re-
publicans are out of touch. 
They’re not looking out for 
you, they’re not trying to vote 
for checks in your pockets, 

New GOP Messaging: “Dr. 
Seuss, Mr. Potato Head and 

Meghan Markle Take Downs”
the $1,400. Rather, they’re 
trying to inflame the culture 
wars.”

“The Biden agenda is ambi-
tious, the Republicans think 
they’ll be able to score some 
points there. But, we will 
see. The Biden White House, 
they’re convinced they have 
momentum. They’re going on 
the road, next week. They’re 
going to sell this, and believe 
they can use this victory to 
springboard these to even 
more. (Such as addressing 
issues of immigration, job 
creation via infrastructure 
project repairs and Climate 
change and others.)”

On that same day, an opin-
ion piece in the Washington 
Post by E. J. Dionne, Jr., tells 
even more about the change 
in direction that the United 
States is now pursuing under 
the guidance of the Biden 
Administration.

Mr. Dionne writes: “The 
willingness of the Democrats 
to speed through a program 
of this size reflects the final 
shrugging off of Reagan-era 
constraints. The shift away 
from top-down, supply-side 
economics, could not be more 
dramatic!”

Brian Williams has a new 
guest, Susan Williams, and 
he asks, “If Dionne is right, 
what is this the start of then?’

Ms. Williams: “The end 
of Reagan-era constraints, 
the end of the need that 
Bill Clinton felt to negotiate 
some third way, between 
Democrats and Republicans, 
taking a much more conser-
vative stance than Democrats 
were taking at the time. This 
is a very liberal bill. This is 
a big expansion of the safety 
net for Americans. It doesn’t 
Just include COVID relief 
as Republicans were fond of 
pointing out. The bill includes 
a big expansion of the Child 
Tax Credit and it expands 
the subsidies for the Afford-
able Care Act. This is a huge 
expansion of the role of the 
Federal Government and a 
time when Americans, defi-
nitely Democrats, but also a 
lot of Republicans are eager 
for this to happen. You didn’t 
hear a lot of “push back” that 
the Government shouldn’t 
have a roll in doing all these 

things. I think this crisis had 
really created a sentiment 
that this is something that 
only the Federal Government 
can do and that the Federal 
Government should do.”

“We are really seeing a 
significant shift in where 
the Center of the American 
Electorate is when it comes to 
the roll of the Federal Govern-
ment,” Ms. Williams added.

President Biden’s “Quiet 
revolution” in “shifting” the 
Federal Government was 
begun when he signed the 
$2 Trillion dollar, COVID AID 
bill. It provides every Amer-
ican a $1,400 check, plus a 
$300 boost in jobless benefits, 
if they are needed. This move 
is a significant departure 
from what any other previous 
presidential administrations 
had ever done. And with 
most of the money spent on 
actually helping Americans to 
get through the dual crisis of 
COVID and a failed Economy 
which Biden faced on his 
first days in Office. This is 
evidence of the pre-planning 
that Biden and his team had 
accomplished, even prior to 
his taking the Oath of Office. 
His team is one that takes 
concerns and then works to 
bring solutions to them. A 
big change from the tactics 
employed by his predecessor 
who lacked true leadership 
and who was continuously 
contriving outlandish Con-
spiracy Theories to divert 
the lack of any valid accom-
plishment in addressing the 
country’s problems.

President Biden’s victory 
came only 50 days into his 
presidency. It was made pos-
sible by his experience and 
knowledge of just how gov-
ernment operates. He pulled 
the levers of our government 
to once again make it work 
effectively.

And as he often repeats, 
“Not only for Americans from 
his own political party, but for 
the benefit of all Americans, 
no matter what party.” 

We are all Americans and 
this president sees the great 
benefit of uniting all Ameri-
cans to help create a better 
and stronger Union. A divided 
country is not what anyone 
wants. There is much to look 
forward to with President 
Biden at the helm; he knows 
exactly what needs to be done 
and how to go about to ac-
complish his vast agenda that 
will bring the United States 
at last into the 21st Century.

Be wary of politicians who 
stand to prevent America’s 
further progress.

Most of all, be wary of 
those elected lawmakers 
who fail at solving problems, 
the ones that react by us-
ing diversion tactics. They 
choose to blame others for 
their own failings. These are 
the self-serving and corrupt 
ones that use their position 

in government for their own 
enrichment. Such persons 
as these are not going to be 
the ones that have everyone’s 
best interest at heart. We all 
have been through four years 
of that sort of Un-American 
governance.

Tom Valverde

Quotes To Ponder
By Tom Valverde

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi deserves much credit for the 
$1,400 checks that are going out to every eligible American. 
She withstood Republican pressure to provide more protec-
tion to corporations and literally nothing for hard working 
individuals, nor support for financially strapped cities and 
states.

Ms. Pelosi quotes are from the January 8, 2021 episode of 
60 Minutes on CBS. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Sen-
ate Minority Leader called Vice-president Mike Pence after 
the Capitol riot. They called on Pence to initiate the 25th 
Amendment, that provides procedures for the removal of a 
president from office.

Speaker Pelosi: “We were kept on the line for twenty min-
utes. Ultimately, I was never contacted. I was at home, still 
waiting for the Vice-president to return the call.”

Ms. Pelosi: “I compromise, I want to get the job done. We 
have a responsibility to compromise. But we are mischarac-
terized by the Republicans in that way. That’s a tactic that 
they use. We want results for the American people. 

The COVID Relief bill was held up for eight months.
Speaker Pelosi: “That was their obstruction. We held it up 

because there was no respect for our heroes, our State and 
local Health Care workers, Police and Fire, First Respond-
ers, our Sanitation, Transportation, our Grocers and Food 
workers. Our teachers, our Teachers! The Republicans would 
not go down that path.”

Speaker Pelosi stood her ground, for months. And as she 
did, she was vilified for holding up the COVID AID bill.

Republicans shoved all Responsibility onto her and went 
so far as to say that she didn’t want the $1,400 check to go 
to every American.

But, she Knew what needed to be done. Speaker Pelosi 
stood firm on her demands for the badly needed Financial 
support for those listed above. The Federal Government had 
to step in to help everyone recover.

Ms. Pelosi also insisted that State and City governments 
be assisted as they had suffered by the effects of a slowed 
and almost non-existent economy.

So, Ms. Pelosi is deserving of our gratitude for her staunch 
support that we each receive the $1,400 check from the 
Federal Government. And States and Cities can thank her 
as she instructed Jerome Powell the chair of the Federal 
Reserve, to “Think Big.” Trillions in loans were made to these 
entities. So, she isn’t the person that Republican Lies make 
her out to be. It’s shameful that persons in Congress, Re-
publicans would knowingly spread malicious lies about her 
“Unwillingness” to compromise. But, it was for the benefit 
of the Far-Right crowd which already holds Ms. Pelosi in no 
great esteem. They make use of the 24/7 news cycle on FOX 
News to attack her personal character and her leadership.

Republicans fail to mention that they gave no support to 
States or Cities. Their chief concern was for corporations 
not to be held liable for COVID infection by their employees. 
They have to protect Corporations from

“John Doe.” because he will take advantage of his employer!
Thankfully, Ms. Pelosi knows who she works for and her 

grit and determination is not matched in Congress. She is 
keenly aware of the millions of unemployed Americans. The 
number was 23.08 Million in May of 2020 and as of Feb-
ruary 2021 there are still 9.97 Million. (Data from Statists 
Research Department on March 9th, 2021.)

Republicans are no match for Ms. Pelosi’s undying de-
termination to insure that the American people receive as 
much financial aid as possible from the federal government.
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