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Plans For Downtown 
Campus Told

By Murrel Bland

There is a social and economic dividing line in Wyandotte 
County with 72nd Street being the line of demarcation. 

That was the message that Dr. Greg Mosier brought to a 
meeting of the Congressional Forum Friday, July 16 at Chil-
dren’s Mercy Park. About 60 persons attended. The Forum 
is a committee of the Kansas City, Kansas, Area Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Dr. Mosier said the household income west of 72nd Street 
is about $64,000 a year; east of 72nd, the average annual 
income is about $36,000. His solution is education that 
speaks to the needs of employers in Wyandotte County. Pres-
ently, there are more than 5,000 job openings in Wyandotte 
County. Many of these jobs pay more than $50,000 a year. 

The College, in cooperation with other social service agen-
cies and others, is planning for a Downtown Community 
Education Center. The total cost would be more than $70 
million. The College would invest $10 million in the project 
without increasing the mill levy.

Course offerings at the downtown campus would include 
English as a second language, general education diploma, 
automation engineering, biological sciences, administrative 
office professionals, general chemistry, commercial construc-
tion technology and welding.   

Other agency partners will include the YMCA, the Wyan-
dotte Behavioral Health Network, Swope Health, Kansas 
City, Kansas, Public Schools and Community America Credit 
Union. Through this cooperative effort, the cycle of poverty 
can be broken, Dr. Mosier said. 

Private sector giving will play a key role in the downtown 
campus. Dr. Mosier announced a $10 million investment 
from the Sunderland Foundation. He said the goal of the 
fund-raising effort will be to have half of the $70 million 
raised by the end of 2021. Other sources of funds would 
include federal and state governments. 

Dr. Mosier came to the Community College in 2018 from 
Rochester (Minn.) Community and Technical College. Previ-
ously he was a vice president at Oklahoma State University 
Institute of Technology, Omulgee, and a dean at Moberly 
(Mo.) Area Community College. 

Murrel Bland is the former editor of The Wyandotte West 
and The Piper Press. He is executive director of Business West. 

On July 14, the Unified 
Government Public Health 
Department (UGPHD) will 
launch the second phase of 
its incentive program aimed 
to encourage Wyandotte 
County residents to get their 
free COVID-19 vaccination. 
Anyone 12 and older who 
gets vaccinated at the UGPHD 
vaccination facility (7836 
State Ave) will be eligible to 
“Spin to Win” one of several 
instant prizes or enter a raffle 
to win one of two $500 Visa 
gift cards given away each 
day the vaccine site is open 
(Wednesday through Friday).

“Especially now that we 
have more than 40 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 caused by 
the Delta variant, it’s more 
important than ever that Wy-
andotte County residents get 
vaccinated against the virus,” 
said Nicole Garner, UGPHD 
Planning and Operations 
Manager. “The vast majority 
of those Delta variant COVID 
cases occurred in unvacci-
nated people. We want to find 
new and innovative ways to 
encourage Wyandotte Coun-
ty residents to come in now 
and get vaccinated and help 
protect our community.”

“The Delta variant of 
COVID-19 spreads more 
easily than other variants,” 

UG Public Health Department Launches 
Phase Two of COVID-19 Vaccine Incentives
Incentives Include $500 Raffles, Instant “Spin to Win” Prizes

explained Dr. Allen Greiner, 
Chief Health Officer of the 
Unified Government Public 
Health Department. “Wyan-
dotte County continues to lag 
behind other counties in the 
region and throughout Kan-
sas – in fact, the majority of 
Wyandotte County residents 
have not received a COVID-19 
vaccine. This puts our com-
munity at especially high risk 
of increased outbreaks of the 
Delta variant of the virus, 
because it spreads so easily.”

The Latest Vaccine In-
centives

Now people ages 12 and 
older who get vaccinated at 
the UGPHD vaccination fa-
cility can “Spin to Win” one 
of a variety of instant prizes 
or they can be entered into a 
raffle to win one of two $500 
Visa gift cards given away 
each day. The “Spin to Win” 
and raffle prizes are available 
for Wyandotte County resi-
dents only. Minors must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
guardian to participate.

Instant “Spin to Win” prizes 
include:

• $50 Visa gift card
• $25 Visa gift card
• $15 gift card to a local 

restaurant
• Custom t-shirt
After patients have been 

vaccinated, they can spin a 
prize wheel at the vaccination 
facility to see which instant 
prize they have won. Or if they 
prefer, they can be entered 
into a raffle for one of two 
$500 Visa gift cards.

Incentives for COVID-19 
Testing Also Available

People who live in Wyan-
dotte County who come in to 
a UGPHD site for a COVID-19 
test will receive a $25 Visa 
gift card (one gift card per 
person, while supplies last). 
People coming in to get vac-
cinated may get tested at the 
same time and receive the 
incentives available for both 
the vaccine and testing. The 
UGPHD offers COVID-19 
saliva tests (“spit tests” with 
no swab).

Anyone age 12 and older 
who lives in Wyandotte Coun-
ty is eligible to get vaccinated 
and receive a gift. People of 
all ages who live in Wyandotte 
County are eligible to get test-
ed and receive a gift. Minors 
should be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.

Additional Give-Aways 
This Summer

The UGPHD’s #IHelped-
ConquerCOVID incentive 
program will offer different 

Traffic Tweeters: 1 in 5 Kansans 
Use Social Media While Behind 

The Wheel, Poll Reveals
• Almost 1 in 5 have taken a selfie while driving.
• 18% of drivers are unaware it’s illegal to use a cellphone while 

driving.
• Infographic showing driving while using social media stats 

across the country.
We’re used to a certain level of distraction while we’re driving: 

listening to a podcast about serial killers or catching up with the 
sports news on local radio. But these kinds of things require us 
to be passive, and don’t require our hands to leave the wheel. 
However, due to everyone’s increased obsession with social media, 
it’s become more common to find drivers turning to their phones 
while on the road - and not just at the traffic lights...

Gunther VW Fort Lauderdale commissioned a survey of 3,100 
drivers and quite shockingly, found that almost 1 in 5 (19%) driv-
ers in Kansas admit to using social media while behind the wheel 
(compared to a national average of 26%). More specifically, almost 
1 in 5 (16%) of us have taken a selfie while driving.

Drivers in South Dakota and Rhode Island seem to be the most 
distracted drivers across the country with half (50%) admitting 
they have used social media while driving. Comparatively, only 
11% of those in Arkansas say they’ve done so.

And what platforms are we most likely to use while driving? 
Over half (58%) said Facebook, which often involves reading bor-
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By: Sue ReichSue’s Sudsy Soapbox

Okay, so here we go again. 
I am sick and tired of people 
who don’t know how to put 
their trash in the proper re-
ceptacles. What is wrong with 
people anyway? Good grief 
there are all kinds of places 
to put it. Set it on your own 
curb on trash day. It will get 
picked up. This is getting 
so ridiculous, and it really 
makes me mad. We live in 
a beautiful area with lovely 
trees and animals and then 
come upon upper Holliday 
Drive and there it is, every 
week. Go live somewhere 
else if you want to be trashy. 
We don’t need stuff like this 
piling up and demeaning 
our beautiful scenery. Dang, 
people, grow up! There, I 
said it. GROW UP! I hope we 
get a big sign that says, NO 
DUMPING, $1,000 fine and 
put up some cameras. There 
are cameras everywhere else, 
why not there? Trash, trash, 
trash, everywhere.

Well, it has been a year 
since little Olivia Jansen was 
murdered. Hope they put 
those two idgets where they 
belong and keep them there 
forever. Every once in a while I 
go through the memorial and 
take pictures. That darling lit-
tle child did not deserve that. 
How could a daddy and his 
so-called girlfriend do that to 
an innocent baby? Don’t for-
get to put out yellow ribbons 
in your yard in remembrance 
of Olivia.

Got my painting done, 
started on my kitchen cabi-
nets. That is going to take me 
awhile. Used some varnish 
remover and scraped and 
sanded and then I will do a 
couple doors. Gonna do the 
worse ones first. Took me 
awhile to fix the door on the 
other one down below the 
oven. Couldn’t find the right 
hinge. But finally figured 
something out. Never got 
any help from anyone that 
should or could have helped 
me when it broke. So here I 

am 20 years later still trying 
to do it myself.

Miss my gentle giant BoBo. 
Dang, I shouldn’t get so at-
tached to my furbabies. But 
they love me, and I love them 
and then when they are gone, 
I have a hard time getting over 
them. Down to two now. Little 
Moosie really is attached to 
me. I can’t go anywhere or do 
anything without him right 
there with me. 

You know, I don’t answer 
my landline anymore. Get 
soooo many of those scam 
calls. One day we had 15. The 
next day about the same. So, 
I just unhooked every single 
phone in the house and had 
a peaceful weekend. Finally 
hooked them up on Tuesday. 
I think. Talk about scam-
mers, this country is getting 
full of them. They even get 
my cell phone sometimes. I 
have one phone that lets us 
know who is calling, that 
way I don’t have to answer 
it. Don’t you think there 
should be a law against those 
crackpots that do that? It 
starts in about 8 a.m. and 
then every 10 minutes or so, 
it is a constant disturbance. 
Why are some people so 
crass? They are so insen-
sitive anymore. A lot worse 
than I remember just a few 
years ago. We used to pull 
silly stuff on the phone when 
we were kids. I would go up 
to Carol and Frieda Adcox 
and we would ask for Harry 
Carry or is your refrigerator 
running? You better catch it. 
Do you have Prince Albert in 
a box? Better let him out so 
he can breathe. But these 
idgets now want that great ol’ 
$$$$. We also had lines that 
were shared called, “party 
lines”. My funny mom used 
to get on our and listen in to 
a man and woman that were 
having an affair. Then, a man 
came to our door and asked 
mom about it, of course 
she confessed. He was the 
husband of the gal that was 
having the affair. It was fun 
in those days, the innocent 
things we used to do. Oh, I 
am sure we irritated people 
like we get irritated now. lol.

Well, people, take care, wear 
your masks if needed. Always 
sanitize and get vaccinated. It 
is important. Luvya all dear 
friends, mind your p’s and q’s. 
Here is another prose/poem 
about sisters. For my three, 
Gayle, Carolyn and Marilyn 
Larson. All of Argentine High 

school. Love you and miss 
you. “Hand in Hand When 
you’ve made a mistake and 
want to get it off your chest, 
tell your sister. She won’t be 

surprised; she’s seen you 
through all sorts of jams. She 
probably won’t be worried 
either. She’s also seen you 
solve all kinds of problems. 

To top it off, she probably 
did something similar that 
she’ll share with you. With 
your sister’s reassurance that 
problem dwindles.”

Olivia Jansen’s memorial has really grown. It was a year ago already that her dad and his girl-
friend allegedly murdered her and buried her near Steel Road. This is only part of her memorial on 
Steele Road.

Her mommy had this put up in memory of her baby that was murdered.

They just won’t stop, will they? Where is that $1,000 fine sign that says no dumping?
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

OUR LOW 
INTRODUCTORY 

RATE 
for your home 

equity line of credit

At the beginning of the twenty-fifth month, the regular rate will 
go into effect. Most home equity loans qualify for tax deductible 
interest. Consult your tax advisor for details. Please contact an 
employee for more information about fees and terms.

APR*
%  1.99

*Fixed APR for 24 months

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) is a variable 
rate line of credit that uses your primary residence 
as collateral, or security for the debt.

*Fixed APR for 6 months
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate.  The 3.99% APR is guaranteed for six months at the time 
of closing and is variable thereafter.  5.00% APR is the standard minimum for Argentine 
Federal Savings home equity lines of credit.  After the initial 6 month offer period, pricing 
will be the greater of the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate or 5.00% APR.  The maximum APR 
that can be imposed is 18%.  Subject to credit approval.  Homeowners’ property insurance 
is required.  Flood insurance may be required.  The proposed credit line together with 
any other mortgage(s) cannot exceed 80% of the value of the property.  New lines only.  
Appraisal may be required.  This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

3.99

Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED

SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available
• Laundry rooms available on-site

• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby

• Exercise Room
• Craft Room

• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave. 

Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855

Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 

on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities. 

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation

22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013

913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Every year for the past sev-
eral years I have participated in 
the Kansas City Kansas Public 
Library’s summer reading pro-
gram. This year I didn’t register 
but did write down the books I 
read and discovered I really don’t 
have one specific genre. Just like 
me - jack of all trades - master 
of none.

I noticed I started heading 
toward the historical fiction area 
but had almost limited myself 
to World War II.  Two of note 
are “White Chrysanthemum” 
by Mary Lynn Brocht and The 
Girl with the Blue Star” by 
Pam Jenoff. Both feature strong 

women in crisis, one kidnapped 
to work in the slave trade by 
the Japanese in Korea and the 
other living in the sewers of 
Krakow, Poland.  Both books 
were recommended to me by 
a lady that reviews books for 
Simon &Schuster.

John Grisham’s latest book is 
“Sooley” about a Sudanese bas-
ketball player, his acclimation to 
American life and the suffering 
of his people in Sudan. It was a 
departure for him, but I think (be-
cause of the basketball moves) 
it may appeal more to men than 
women. It saddens me to see 

how horrible the conditions are 
in Sudan and Uganda.

Dean Koontz’s “The Other 
Emily” was typical Koontz. 
Very strange, all twisty, and 
somewhat predictable because 
the outcome was so sci-fi and 
out there. Why do I take myself 
on these journeys?

A little romance never hurt 
anyone, and I found it in “Lega-
cy” by Nora Roberts. This is an-
other story about strong women 
(sisters), their history, the roads 
they chose to follow and how 
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC. 
 Visit our showroom & parts dept.
 3400 Shawnee Dr. ................................262-2969

RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
 Wed. & Sunday Special
 2117 S. 34th Street .  ............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan ................................831-3241

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

 3730 Metropolitan Ave ..........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
 2500 S 34TH ST .............. 722-0177 or 406-2379
 Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
 Deposits Federally Insured
 3004 Strong Ave. ..................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
 Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
 14th & Metropolitan

Sam Davis
Agency, LLC

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has 

competitive rates for rental 
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,
KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986
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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style...
...from page 3
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CHECK A  
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 $15.00
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 $28.50

❒ 3-Year Subscription
 42.00
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a Record 
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they life was impacted.  A sweet 
little book recommended to me 
was “ Meet Me at the Museum”

By Anne Youngson was com-
posed of letters from two people 
(a retired Danish Professor and 
an English woman who feels 
trapped in a life not of her 
choosing) who share a common 
interest. Both believe their love 
stories are over.

During the recent downpours, 
I read “The Secret History” by 
Donna Tartt, who won the Pu-
litzer for “The Goldfinch”. 
This was an earlier book and like 
“The Goldfinch” was over 400 
pages long. The story involved 
four teenagers in the mid 80’s 

attending a college back East and 
narrated by one of the students. 
It took some wading through, 
but I did enjoy it.

If you get an opportunity 
stop by the garden. the Turner 
Rec Summer Camp kids came 
back to finish the planting that 
they started last week and did a 
super job. The building and its 
surrounding are getting a make-
over. Tour the garden, new picnic 
tables have been added, and the 
all the flowers and vegetables 
are flourishing. Tomatoes are 
beginning to ripen.

Until next time, stay safe and 
please be kind to those around 
you.  
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Passings…
By Sue Reich

Timothy John Margrave, age 72, 
passed away on July 9, 2021. 
He was a member of the USMC, 
USNG and KCKFD.

gifts and prizes in the coming 
months for people who live 
in Wyandotte County who 
choose to get vaccinated or 
tested.

Stay tuned for updates 
on available give-aways on 
the UGPHD’s Facebook and 
Twitter (@UGHealthDept) or 
at WycoVaccines.org.

UGPHD Vaccine Clinic 
Hours

The UGPHD still provides 
vaccines and testing each 
week at its location at the 
former Kmart building, 7836 
State Ave, Kansas City, KS 
66112.

UG Phase 2...     
from page 1

• COVID-19 vaccination 
hours: Wednesday - Friday, 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

• COVID-19 testing hours: 
Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m.

Please note: the Armory 
vaccination site is now closed.

In addition to the Kmart 
site, the UGPHD’s mobile 
vaccine team will provide 
vaccinations at several up-
coming community locations 
and events. Find out more 
about upcoming events on 
the UGPHD Facebook page: 
facebook.com/UGHealth-
Dept

Mobile vaccines can still be 
requested online at WycoVac-
cines.org or by calling 3-1-1 
(913-573-5311).

ing status updates or scrolling 
through quick new snippets. 
12% said Snapchat, where you 
watch short videos - possibly 
involving cats and 10% said 
Twitter, which involves reading 
a range of tweets, some which 
can make you laugh, some of 
which can make you angry. 
8% said Instagram, involving 
scrolling through pretty imag-
es and perhaps catching up on 
celebrity updates. Another 8% 
watch longer videos on You-
Tube and just 4% exchange 
messages on WhatsApp while 
driving.

This all adds up to a driv-
er’s attention being severely 
distracted from what’s going 
on them, and on the road 
ahead. And far more serious-
ly, it turns out 1 in 5 (18%) 

drivers don’t know it’s actually 
illegal to use a cellphone while 
driving. When asked whether 
people who do this should 
face the same penalties as 
drunk drivers, almost half 
(48%) agreed - but worryingly, 
21% of drivers said they didn’t 
think using social media while 
driving affected their driving 
capabilities. And if a friend 
posted a selfie while driving, 1 
in 10 (12%) people admit they 
would probably like the post.

‘It’s deeply concerning if over 
1 in 4 of the driving population 
aren’t aware of these rules of 
the road,’ says Joseph Gunther 
IV from spokesperson from 
Gunther VW Fort Lauderdale, 
‘as it can have serious con-
sequences. Being distracted 
by social media means you’re 
more likely to have an accident; 
best to keep the updates to 
when you’re parked up.’

Traffic Tweeters...     
from page 1

Tasty Treats
By: Tom Valverde

In April of 2020, a secret recipe was finally made public! 
These cookies greet all guests at the Hilton owned, Double 
Tree hotels. Warm and crunchy on the outside and chewy 
and fully loaded on the inside! This recipe is a keeper. Hope 
you will treat yourself, your family and your friends to:

Loaded Chocolate Chip Cookies
Ingredients:
1 c Butter
3/4 c + 1 T Sugar
3/4 c Brown Sugar
1/2 t Salt
2 Lg. Eggs
1 1/2 t Vanilla
1/4 t Lemon juice
2 1/4 c Flour
1 t Baking Soda
A “Pinch” of Cinnamon
1 3/4 c Walnuts, coarsely chopped
1/2 c Rolled Oats
2 2/3 c Semi-sweet Chocolate chips
Note: For a smaller batch, cut ingredients quantities in 

half. Make sure all ingredients are at room temperature, 
leave out for an hour.

Directions:
Set oven to 300°. Line cookie sheets with parchment paper.
Some people dislike the bitter flavor that walnuts sometime 

have. To correct this, just boil the halves for five minutes, 
then place on a cookie sheet and toast in a 300° oven for six 
or seven minutes. Once they have cooled, chop them coarsely.

Place the butter in the bowl of a mixer and beat for 15 
seconds on medium speed. Add the sugar, brown sugar, 
and salt then, beat on low speed until blended.

Once blended, increase the speed to medium and beat 
for just 50 seconds. Try not to over beat the butter and 
sugar or it will be over aerated, and the cookies will spread 
too much.

Scrape down the bowl and add the eggs, Vanilla and the 
lemon juice. The lemon juice is one of the secret ingredi-
ents and works with the baking soda to give the cookies 
the right texture and chewiness.

Beat on medium speed for 1 minute, scrape the bowl 
again afterwards. Sift the flour, baking soda and the pinch 
of cinnamon directly over the butter mixture. The cinna-
mon is the other addition that helps to give the cookies 
their great flavor. Only a pinch, no more. Fold in gently 
and continue until all the flour is absorbed.

Next, add the walnuts, oats and chocolate chips. There 
are nearly as much additions as there is batter. Fold them 
all in and try to distribute them evenly. The small amount 
of oats is the final of the secret ingredients and lends the 
cookies their chewiness.

Use a large scoop to place the dough onto the cookie 
sheets, spacing 2” apart. Flatten each with a tap of your 
fingers, just slightly.

Bake at 300° for 20 minutes until lightly golden. Smaller 
balls of dough will bake in 
less time. Leave the cookies 
on the cookie sheet for 20 
minutes, then transfer to a 
wire rack to finish cooling.

This great recipe is now 
in the public domain, good 
thing, because these will be 
your only go-to recipe for the 
best, loaded chocolate chip 
cookies. Wonderful with a 
cold glass of milk and great 
to pack into lunch bags, in 
a plastic bag to keep fresh. 
Enjoy!

The IRS urges families to use 
a special online tool, available 
only on IRS.gov, to help them 
determine whether they qual-
ify for the child tax credit and 
the special monthly advance 
payments beginning July 15.

The Child Tax Credit Eligi-
bility Assistant is interactive 
and easy to use. By answering 
a series of questions about 
themselves and their family 
members, a parent or other 
family member can quickly 
determine whether they qual-
ify for the credit. This tool is 
available in Spanish.

This tool may be particularly 
useful to families who don’t 
normally file a federal tax 
return and have not yet filed 

IRS Online Tool Helps Families Determine 
If They Qualify For The Child Tax Credit

a 2019 or 2020 tax return. 
Often, these are people who 
receive little or no income, 
including those experiencing 
homelessness, low-income 
households and other under-
served groups. This tool can 
help them decide whether they 
should take the next step and 
register for the advance child 
tax credit payments.

The Child Tax Credit Eligibil-
ity Assistant does not request 
any personally identifiable 
information for any family 
member. For this reason, its 
results are not an official IRS 
determination. The results are 
reliable, though people should 
consider the results prelimi-
nary, even if all their answers 

are accurate. The IRS does 
not keep the answers the user 
supplies, or the tool’s results.

To help people understand 
and receive this benefit, the 
IRS has created a special Ad-
vance Child Tax Credit 2021 
page on IRS.gov. This page 
provides the most up-to-date 
information about the credit 
and the advance payments. 
Among other things, the page 
already features a link to both 
the Non-filer Sign-up Tool, and 
the Child Tax Credit Eligibility 
Assistant, along with the Child 
Tax Credit Update Portal.

If eligible, the Non-filer Sign-
up Tool is available for those 
who don’t normally file tax 
returns.

The online Non-filer Sign-
up Tool helps eligible fami-
lies who don’t normally file 
tax returns register for the 
monthly advance child tax 
credit payments. It offers a 
free and easy way for eligible 
people who don’t normally 
have to file taxes to provide 
the IRS the basic information 
needed – name, address, and 
Social Security numbers – to 
figure and issue advance child 
tax credit payments.

This tool is also helping 
eligible individuals who don’t 
normally file tax returns 
register for the $1,400 third 
round of Economic Impact 
Payments, also known as stim-
ulus checks, and claim the 
recovery rebate credit for any 
amount of the first two rounds 
of Economic Impact Payments 
they may have missed.

No action needed by most 
other families.

Eligible families who already 
filed or plan to file 2019 or 2020 
income tax returns or used 
the Non-filer tool during 2020 
to sign up for the Economic 
Impact Payments, should not 
use the Non-filer Sign-up Tool. 
Once the IRS processes their 
2019 or 2020 tax return, the 
information will be used to 
determine eligibility and issue 
advance payments. These fam-
ilies do not need to do anything 
else to get their payments.

Here’s who should not use 
this tool.

Families who want to claim 
other tax benefits, such as 
the earned income tax credit 
should not use the Non-Filer 
Sign-up tool. They should 
file a regular tax return. For 
them, the fastest and easiest 
way to file a return is the Free 
Filesystem, available only on 
IRS.gov.
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