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As Fire Prevention Week approaches, Office of the 
State Fire Marshal and Safe Kids Kansas remind 

Kansans to ‘Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety’
Topeka – Governor Laura Kelly officially proclaims Oct. 3-9, 2021, as Fire Prevention 

Week in Kansas. The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM), Safe Kids Kansas, Kansas 
State Association of Fire Chiefs, Kansas State Firefighters Association and Fire Marshals 
Association of Kansas are all teaming up with the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) to promote this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Learn the Sounds of Fire 
Safety.” This year’s campaign works to educate everyone about simple but important ac-
tions they can take to keep themselves and those around them safe.

“What do the sounds mean? Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your smoke or car-
bon monoxide alarm? Knowing the difference can save you, your home, and your family,” 
Cherie Sage of Safe Kids Kansas said. “We know that working smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide alarms save lives.”

In Kansas, residential fires killed 13 people and injured 129 people in 2020, and fire 
departments responded to over 3,000 residential fires. In addition, 131 Kansans visited 
emergency departments in 2019 for carbon monoxide poisoning, according to KDHE En-
vironmental Public Health Tracking.

“It’s important to learn the different sounds of smoke and carbon monoxide alarms. When 
an alarm makes noise—a beeping sound or a chirping sound—you should immediately 
take action.” Doug Jorgensen, State Fire Marshal, said. “Make sure everyone in the home 
understands the sounds of the alarms and knows how to respond. To learn the sounds of 
your specific smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, check the manufacturer’s instructions 
that came in the box, or search the brand and model online.”

Here are some safety tips to help you “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety”:
• A continuous set of three loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—means smoke or fire. Get out, 

call 9-1-1, and stay out.
• A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low and must be changed.
• All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.
• Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means the alarm is at the 

end of its life and the unit must be replaced.
• Make sure your smoke and CO alarms meet the needs of all your family members, 

including those with sensory or physical disabilities.
• A continuous set of four loud beeps - beep, beep, beep, beep - means carbon monoxide 

is present in your home. Go outside, call 9-1-1 and stay out.
• If you or someone you love is deaf or hard of hearing, install a bedside alert device that 

responds to the sound of the smoke alarms. There are also smoke alarms with a strobe 
light that flashes to give an early warning of the presence of smoke. Learn how you may 
qualify for one of these devices at GetAlarmedKS.org.

To find out more about Fire Prevention Week programs and activities in Kansas, please 
contact your local fire department. For more general information about Fire Prevention 
Week and fire prevention in general, visit FPW2021KS HERE or visit SafeKidsKansas.org.

Happy Birthday, Janet Waugh!
By Dr. Jim Haas

Long time State Board of Ed-
ucation member Janet Waugh 
(pictured) had one of those mile-
stone birthdays last weekend, 
but because a gentleman doesn’t 
reveal a lady’s age, let’s just say it 
ends with a 0. Janet is the District 1 
member representing all or part of 
17 school districts in Wyandotte, 
Leavenworth, Douglas, Franklin, 
and Johnson counties. She was 
first elected to the State Board in 
1999 and has served two terms as 
chairman as well as a member of 
numerous committees and task forces.

In addition to her State Board service, Janet is retired from a 
family business, served 15 years on the Turner Schools Board of 
Education including eight as president, and held state and regional 
offices with the PTA and the Kansas Association of School Boards. 
Her two children are graduates of the Turner Schools. (Inciden-
tally, one of Janet’s State Board colleagues is Melanie Haas, who 
represents parts of Johnson and Wyandotte counties. She and I are 
not related and have never even met.)

Janet and I go back many years, and one of my early memories 
was when she stopped by my office when I was a young and inex-
perienced principal and suggested that we start a PTA at the school. 
She was persuasive. She made a good case why that would be a 
good thing to do, so we did. She has a knack for inspiring people 
to do the right thing. It’s called leadership.

Years later, I learned how efficient she is. The State Department 
of Education was forming a task force to write state standards for 
teaching history, government, economics, and geography. Those 
are my academic specialties, and it would be important work, so 
I called her and asked how I could become a member. She said 
she’d see what she could do. A letter from the State Department 
appointing me arrived two days later. She must have not wasted a 
minute. Impressive.

Janet has also been a strong supporter of the Kansas Teacher of 
the Year program, attending the annual award ceremony every year 
that I can remember and taking an interest in what those outstanding 
teachers are doing. They appreciate her support.

I may have disappointed Janet a time or two over the years, but 
she has never disappointed me. She’s had no hidden agendas or 
rigid ideology; her consistent commitment has been to the best 
education for Kansas students. She serves the public with integrity, 
vision, and effective leadership. Happy birthday, Janet Waugh, and 
thanks for your service on behalf of Kansas students.

Students! Consider Public 
Service Careers

High school and college students are thinking about future 
careers, so please think about public service. Consider teaching, 
healthcare, transportation infrastructure, public transportation, 
public safety (police or fire), courts, the armed forces, foreign ser-
vice, the FBI, public broadcasting, social services, environmental 
protection, public utilities (water, electricity, gas), NASA, urban 
planning, community development, and more. Most public services 
are operated by government agencies, but many are private, either 
non-profit or profit. 

Public service offers interesting careers that help make the world 
a better place. While public service jobs tend to pay less than pri-
vate sector jobs with equal education, they also tend to have better 
benefits, more stable hours, and more security. Perhaps most im-
portantly, public service is deeply satisfying work for people who 
want to do good with their lives. Your community needs you; your 
country needs you; the world needs you. Answer the call.
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By: Sue ReichSue’s Sudsy Soapbox

My younger twin sis-
ters had just turned 
three in February 

1949. They were cute little 
gals and I really enjoyed them. 
When they were infants, I 
remember getting up in the 
middle of the night to change 
their diapers. They used to 
pull some cute little didoes. 
Mary Eads, our neighbor, 
taught them how to walk. 
Everyone enjoyed them. Car-
olyn was the one that was full 
of p & v. This one particular 
day, April 8, 1949 turned out 
to be a tragedy for the whole 
nation. It concerned another 
3-year-old girl by the name 
of Kathy Fiscus. There was 
a bulletin on the radio, and 
I remember my family and 
I all gathered around it to 
hear the news. No TV back 
then and radio was our main 
source of news. It happened 
in San Marino, CA. and it 
kept the whole nation glued 
to their radios. Kathy and the 
other children were romping 
around the field outside and 
suddenly, Kathy disappeared. 
Down a hole in the ground, she 
went. When her mom looked 
out, no Kathy. by the time they 
realized what had happened, 
the emergency departments 
had been summoned. Now 
if there is anyone around 
my age that remembers that 
it was quite an ordeal. My 
mother was crying because 
her twin daughters had just 
turned three the month before. 
A man by the name of Bill 
Yancy worked for 48 hours 
trying to get little Kathy out. 
Finally, they retrieved little 
Kathy’s body and it was in all 
the newspapers all over the 
world and on radio and even 
a song was written about her. 
Jimmie Osborne, a country 
western singer, made a record 
of it. Hundreds of people were 
there constantly watching for 
the outcome of Kathy’s rescue. 
They found her but it was 
too late. I remember that so 
clearly because it was such a 

sensational story of that time.
Well, to change the sub-

ject, do you remember Betty 
Gibson? She was the Turner 
Historian for many years. She 
wrote the story about the Gold-
en Bear. I went to do a story 
on her and her husband, and I 
was really surprised to see her 
home. It was a library. She had 
more books than our library 
in Turner. I helped her go 
through them and she gave me 
some to donate. I worked for 
her going through her shelves 
with hundreds of books and it 
was really fun visiting with her 
and her husband. She would 
love to see what we are doing in 
Turner now. Our garden, our 
“Depot”, and the kids that are 
involved. I really love Argentine 
and Turner. Wouldn’t want to 
live anywhere else.

Well, dear readers, family 
and friends, guess I will sign 
off now and see you all next 
week. Be kind and keep your 
hands washed and sanitized 
and wear those masks. Some 
do, some don’t. lvya all, real-
ly!!! Sue. Once in a while you 
will find a friend who will be 
a friend forever. At the Heart 
of Friendship

Coffee With 
Cops

By: Sue Reich
What a fun, great day was 

had at the new Windmill 
Coffee Shop. Our community 
police got to meet and talk 
to everyone that came into 
the Windmill last month. It 
is such a quaint little place 
on 55th street in Turner. 
You ought to try it because 
all kinds of goodies and 
drinks are served there. The 
employees are very nice and 
pleasant. There is a couch 
where you can sit and read 
the local news. The Record is 
part of the things to read as 
you sit and relax and have 
your coffee. It is right next 
door to the Turner Vet. Try 
it, you’ll like it.

Short Stuff
By: Sue Reich

The mural at 34th and 
Metropolitan Avenue, sure 
is getting covered.

The NO DUMPING sign 
didn’t do any good.

What is wrong with people 
that they can’t use trash re-
ceptacles?

Wearing a mask is not 
political.

For some reason, there is always something going on in our neighborhood.

My furbaby knows when the weather comes on TV. He watches the weather because he 
hates storms. Then when it comes, he wants his Thundershirt on.

Thanks to First Church of Turner for the NO DUMPING sign. Drove by and I was proud 
that one was put up. Came back and guess what? Some idget dumped. What in the heck 
is wrong with people?
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

OUR LOW 
INTRODUCTORY 

RATE 
for your home 

equity line of credit

At the beginning of the twenty-fifth month, the regular rate will 
go into effect. Most home equity loans qualify for tax deductible 
interest. Consult your tax advisor for details. Please contact an 
employee for more information about fees and terms.

APR*
%  1.99

*Fixed APR for 24 months

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) is a variable 
rate line of credit that uses your primary residence 
as collateral, or security for the debt.

*Fixed APR for 6 months
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate.  The 3.99% APR is guaranteed for six months at the time 
of closing and is variable thereafter.  5.00% APR is the standard minimum for Argentine 
Federal Savings home equity lines of credit.  After the initial 6 month offer period, pricing 
will be the greater of the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate or 5.00% APR.  The maximum APR 
that can be imposed is 18%.  Subject to credit approval.  Homeowners’ property insurance 
is required.  Flood insurance may be required.  The proposed credit line together with 
any other mortgage(s) cannot exceed 80% of the value of the property.  New lines only.  
Appraisal may be required.  This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

3.99

Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED

SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available
• Laundry rooms available on-site

• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby

• Exercise Room
• Craft Room

• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave. 

Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855

Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 

on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities. 

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation

22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013

913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711

I got received exciting news 
today. The Turner Diagonal 
project in Wyandotte Coun-
ty has been selected as a 
Top-12 finalist in the 2021 
America’s Transportation 
Award Competition by the 
American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation 
Officials. We can help Wyan-
dotte County and the State 
of Kansas bring home a win 
for this hometown project in 
AASHTO’s People’s Choice 
Awards. Online voting for 
the People’s Choice Awards 
is open now until October 25 
at 10.59 PM. Cast your vote 
today for the Turner Diago-
nal Interchange by visiting 

bit.ly/Turnertop12. You can 
cast one vote every 24 hours. 
Let’s bring this award to Wy-
andotte County.

The KCK Women’s Cham-
ber Foundation is holding 
their “Purses with a Purpose 
on Thursday October 14 from 
6:00 to 7:00 pm. Facebook 
Live at 6:30 pm. Special Guest 
emcee is Lauren Scott of 
KSHB41. Register at https://
charityauction.bid/kckwcf . 
The proceeds benefit schol-
arships for non-traditional 
women students. Several 
scholarships were given out 
earlier this year.

Shepherd’s Center is hold-
ing their annual Nut Sale. The 
order form can be downloaded 
from the October 1 issue of 
Livable Neighborhoods News-
letter. If you want to receive 
the newsletter online, try 
Liveableneighborhoos@wy-
cokck.org. Orders will be taken 
thru December 3, 2021. Each 
product is 16 oz and is great 
for baking, snacking or gift 
giving. For more information 
call 913-281-8908 or email 
melissab@sckck.org.

I recently finished Liane 
Moriarty’s latest novel “Ap-
ples Never Fall”. She is back 
in true form. The last book 
“Nine Perfect Strangers” was 

in my opinion, not very good. 
I understand a television 
limited series was based on 
the book and even Nicole 
Kidman couldn’t save it. This 
book is very enjoyable, easy 
to read and didn’t give away 
any secrets until the end. It 
is a novel that looks at mar-
riage, siblings (and sibling 
rivalry), and how the people 
we love the most can hurt us 
the most. 

Currently, I’m in the mid-
dle of Louise Penny’s latest 
“The Madness of Crowds” 
that takes place in the village 
of Three Pines, Quebec, the 
scene of her first novel “Still 
Life” written over 16 years 
ago. I read the first book about 
two months ago, many of the 
characters are the same, but 
a lot has happened since that 
first novel. I plan to read sev-
eral of the in-between books 
but haven’t gotten around 
to them yet. In this new one, 
the pandemic is over, life is 
getting back to normal in 
this quaint little town when 
a lecturer comes to town with 
some radical ideas. Soon 
there is a murder and that 
is as far as I got.

Until next time, stay safe, 
and be kind to those around 
you.  
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC. 
 Visit our showroom & parts dept.
 3400 Shawnee Dr. ................................262-2969

RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
 Wed. & Sunday Special
 2117 S. 34th Street .  ............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan ................................831-3241

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

 3730 Metropolitan Ave ..........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
 2500 S 34TH ST .............. 722-0177 or 406-2379
 Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
 Deposits Federally Insured
 3004 Strong Ave. ..................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
 Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
 14th & Metropolitan

Sam Davis
Agency, LLC

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has 

competitive rates for rental 
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,
KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986
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TOPEKA – To bolster local 
organizations supporting 
health equity in communities 
across Kansas, Governor 

Governor Laura Kelly Announces New Grant Program for 
Organizations Promoting Health Equity, Vaccinations

Laura Kelly today announced 
the “Increase the Reach” 
Grant Initiative.

“Our community-based 

health organizations address 
critical needs, and the In-
crease the Reach grants will 
help them empower their 
constituents to stay safe 
by getting vaccinated,” said 
Governor Laura Kelly. “The 
COVID vaccine is safe, effec-
tive, free, and our best tool to 
beat this virus once and for 
all. I implore all Kansans to 
get vaccinated as soon as pos-
sible and encourage eligible 
organizations to apply for this 
new health equity initiative.”

The “Increase the Reach” 
Initiative, launching today 
through a partnership be-
tween the Wichita State 
University Community En-
gagement Institute and the 
Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE), 
provides an additional oppor-
tunity for community-based 
organizations to receive fund-
ing to continue their vital 
work in promoting health 
equity through vaccinations. 

The program specifically aims 
to reach socially vulnerable 
populations and those experi-
encing low vaccination rates, 
including both racial and 
ethnic minority populations 
as well as rural communities.

“Events over the last few 
years have brought health 
disparities into a sharper 
focus,” Dr. Lee Norman, 
Secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment, added. “These 
grants will support the work 
of community-based organi-
zations in ensuring equita-
ble access to the COVID-19 
vaccine.”

This program aims to em-
power community organiza-
tions promoting equitable 
access to the free, safe, and 
effective COVID-19 vaccine 
for all Kansans. The grants 
will enable these organiza-
tions to expand access to vac-
cines and increase vaccine 
acceptance among those who 

are unvaccinated. While the 
primary focus is on COVID-19 
vaccines, applicants may 
also address routine lifespan 
vaccines as well as part of a 
larger push for health equity 
across the State.

Grants will be awarded to 
applicants with documented 
success in reaching vul-
nerable populations, with 
grants expected to range from 
$50,000 to $250,000. Eligible 
organizations include but 
are not limited to Federally 
Qualified Health Centers, 
safety net clinics, state-fund-
ed community clinics, com-
munity-based organizations, 
and other nonprofits.

First round applications 
should be submitted for con-
sideration by 5 p.m. CT on 
October 15, 2021. Additional 
application rounds will run 
thereafter.

For more information and 
to apply visit: https://www.
increasethereach.com/
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CEMETERY PLOTS 
FOR SALE

2 (two) plots for sale at Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens. Gar-
den of Devotion area. Next to 
walking path for easy access. 
Includes 2 premier vaults. 
Chapel Hill price is $9400.  
Asking $3500 or bring offer.

Call 913-850-8234.

WANTED:
Small dog, short hair, about 15 
lbs. I have a rat terrier. Middle 
age. He is lonely. His mix col-
lie sister, Lady. had to be put 
down. His brother Bo Bo put 
down 3 weeks before. Bo was 
my gentle giant. Moose needs 
a companion. Female(spayed) 
or gentle male (neutered). Sue 
Reich Imadotte76@gmail.com

ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS
The Board of Education, Unified School District No. 500, 

Kansas City, KS will accept sealed bids for: IFB 21-013 Railing 
Modifications West Wyandotte Library . Sealed bids should be 
addressed to: Purchasing Department, Board of Education, 
2010 N. 59th Street, Room 370, Kansas City, KS 66109 - “IFB 
No. 21-013 – “Railing Modifications West Wyandotte Library”

Bids will be opened 10/15/21 @ 2:00 PM in the Purchasing 
Office.

Bid Documents are available at the Purchasing Department 
Office, at the above-address between 8 AM and 4 PM, M-F. Bid 
Documents are posted athttp://www.kckps.org/index.php/invita-
tion-for-bids .

(First published 10-7-21)
1t-The Record-10-7-21

Passings…
By: Sue Reich

Carol Kay Gentry, age 70, 
passed away September 20, 
2021. She taught P.E. at Blue 
Valley for 43 years. 

Jean Offut, age 99, passed 
away September 26, 2021. 
Argentine High School grad-
uate, class of 1940.

Manny Rios, age 78, passed 
away August 23, 2021. Born 
in Argentine, 2nd of 8 kids. 
He worked for Roeland Park 
Police Department and Gen-
eral Motors.

Jerry Martin, age 79, passed 
away September 11, 2021. 
Wyandotte High School grad-
uate, class of 1960.

Brian David Sisney, age 81, 
passed away September 10, 
2021. Wyandotte High School 
graduate, class of 1958.

Donald Giffin, age 91, passed 
away September 26, 2021. He 
attended Turner High School 
and Shawnee Mission High.

James Harlow, age 71, 
passed away September 19, 
2021. Whizzo the Clown

Tommy Kirk, age 79, passed 
away September 22, 2021. 
He was an actor staring in: 
Mickey Mouse Club, Shaggy 
Dog, Old Yeller and Swiss 
Family Robison

Tom’s Tasty Treats
By: Tom Valverde

Every so often, you discover a new recipe and just by 
reading the list of ingredients, you know that it’s one that 
is going to be good. Very good recipes are the sort that you 
can almost taste. That’s the case with the tasty treat for this 
week. These are very tempting, and I’ll wager that most of 
you will soon bake a batch of these cookies soon:

Tom’s Packed Crispy Cookies
Ingredients:
3 c Flour
1 t Baking Soda
1/4 t Baking Powder
1 1/2 c Rice Krispie cereal
1 c Semi-sweet Chocolate chips
1 c Dark or Golden Raisins
1 c Oats
1/2 c Pecans chopped finely
~~~~~
2 sticks Butter at room temperature
1 c Sugar
3/4 c Brown Sugar
2 Lg. Eggs
1 1/2 t Vanilla
3/4 t Salt
1 t Cinnamon, optional

Directions:
Set oven to 350°. Line 2 cookie sheets with parchment paper.
In a large bowl combine and whisk together the flour, soda, 

Krispy cereal, chocolate chips, raisins and pecans.
In a mixer cream the butter for one minute on medium 

speed. Add the sugar and brown sugar and beat for 3-4 
minutes until smooth. Beat in the Vanilla and salt.

With a sturdy spoon or spatula, blend in the flour mixture, 
stirring just until it’s evenly distributed and blended into 
the butter mixture.

Using a tablespoon scoop, scoop a generous tablespoon 
of the dough and space 2 inches apart. Flatten the dough 
lightly with wet fingertips.

Bake on center rack for 10-12 minutes, taking care to not 
over bake the cookies. They are ready when lightly browned 
along the edges and the centers still looking light.

Remove from the oven and leave the cookies to set up for 
5 minutes. Transfer them to a wire rack to finish cooling, 
about 30 minutes. Store in an air-tight container for 5-7 
days, (they won’t last that long!)

Variations:
Substitute white or milk chocolate for the semi-sweet choc-

olate chips. Instead of raisins use dried cherries or cranber-
ries. And use finely chopped walnuts in place of the pecans.

These are so good and filled with tasty ingredients- they are 
just the right thing to go with a cold glass of milk or a cup of 
freshly made coffee. Everyone will say, thank you, whenev-
er you serve these scrumptious cookies. The recipe should 
make at least 3 dozen, so there are plenty to share. Enjoy!

Business West Bulletin
By: Murrel Bland

Piper superintendent to speak at Annual Meeting
Dr. Jessica Dain, the superintendent of the Piper 

School District, will be the keynote speaker at the 36th 
Annual Meeting of Business West. Dr. Dain, who came 
to Piper in July of 2020, has more than 27 years of ex-
perience in education as a teacher, assistant principal, 
principal, district director and assistant superintendent. 
She has served area school districts including DeSoto, 
Shawnee Mission, Blue Valley and Olathe before coming 
to Piper. Dr. Dain received her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Emporia State University and a doctorate 
from St. Louis University.  She and her husband, Dr. 
Todd Dain, are the parents of three children. Informa-
tion about attending the Annual Meeting is attached.

Shepherd’s Center holds annual benefit sale
The Shepherd’s Center of Kansas City, Kansas, is 

holding its annual nut sale with products from Farm-
stead Nuts and Treats, a locally owned small business. 
For more information or to order, see the website www.
sckck.org/2021FarmsteadNuts.pdf or telephone 913-
281-8908.

Connect the Dotte plans historical tour
The Connect the Dotte organization, in cooperation 

with the Kansas City, Kansas, Area Chamber of Com-
merce, will sponsor an all-day History and Culture Tour 
Saturday, Oct. 2. It will start with breakfast at 9 a.m. 
at Moose Lodge #1999 and then proceed to the Rock 
Island Bridge, the Kansas State School for the Blind, 
Wyandotte County Lake, Legends Outlet and Rowe 
Ridge Vineyard and Winery. For more information, 
telephone the Chamber of Commerce at 913-371-3070. 
Connect the Dotte is a networking organization founded 
by Melissa Hereford, an American Family insurance 
agent that meets at 8:30 a.m. the second Tuesday at 
Rowe Ridge. 

NFM wins tax appeals case
Nebraska Furniture Mart stands to gain $1.5 mil-

lion as a result of a favorable ruling from the Kansas 
Board of Tax Appeals. The ruling came down earlier 
this month which said the giant retailer should receive 
a refund on its property taxes. If the ruling holds, the 
refund would come from the Unified Government and 
school districts.

BPU executive recognized
Bill Johnson, the General manager of the Kansas 

City Board of Public Utilities, was recently recognized 
as one of 250 “Most Powerful Leaders” in Greater Kan-
sas City as noted by Ingram’s Magazine. Johnson is 
a past-president of the Kansas Municipal Utilities, a 
member of the American Public Power Association and 
a past-president of the Kansas-Missouri Chapter of the 
American Association of Blacks in Energy.

Monarchs’ President named ‘Executive of the Year’
Jay Hinrichs, the President of the Kansas City Mon-

archs baseball team, was recently named “Executive of 
the Year” by the American Association league. He took 
over the day-to-day operations of the baseball team 
in 2020 after the team didn’t play that year because 
of the pandemic. The franchise rebranded the team 
as the Monarchs early this year and won the league 
championship.

Members always welcome
All Business West members are welcome to attend the 

organization’s monthly board meetings. The meetings 
are held at 12:30 p.m. the third Wednesday of each 
month in the Board Room at The Dotte Spot Bar and 
Grill, 8123 Parallel Pkwy. in the Arrowhead Center. 
Those wishing to eat lunch should come at noon and 
order off the menu.
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