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Governor Kelly Announces New Program to 
Strengthen Kansas’ Manufacturing Supply Chain
TOPEKA – Governor Laura Kelly today announced the official launch of CONNEX™ Kansas, 

a new program from Kansas Manufacturing Solutions (KMS) and the Kansas Department 
of Commerce, designed to strengthen the Kansas manufacturing supply chain.

CONNEX™ Kansas is an online manufacturer database and connectivity platform provided 
as a free resource for Kansas manufacturers. The platform is designed to allow manufac-
turers in Kansas to connect with each other, find local and domestic suppliers, explore 
production capabilities and manage their supply chain.

“The Kansas Framework for Growth recognizes manufacturing as an area of strength for 
the state. It focuses on ways Kansas can embrace emerging opportunities and solidify our 
role as a manufacturing leader and central hub for 21st century supply-chain success,” 
Governor Kelly said. “The CONNEX™ Kansas platform will bolster our local and regional 
supply chains by allowing firms to see a clearer picture of local resources or alternative 
suppliers that can lead to more informed decisions and more profitable sourcing strategies.”

“Manufacturing is an essential backbone for the Kansas economy. Supply chain disrup-
tion has created an opportunity for firms to build and source products closer to home,” 
Lieutenant Governor David Toland said. “I applaud the launch of this new resource for 
Kansas manufacturers, which will help empower firms with the data and tools they need 
to seize this moment to grow and scale up as the demand presents itself.”

Basic search and contact information for Kansas manufacturers will be available to anyone 
on the platform; however, the ability to list detailed information, perform in-depth searches 
and exchange information is only available to registered Kansas manufacturing businesses.

“Our CONNEX™ Kansas online database is a powerful new tool for Kansas manufactur-
ers,” Tiffany Stovall, CEO of Kansas Manufacturing Solutions, said. “Over the past year, 
we’ve seen how critical it is to have secure and reliable supply chains, as well as having 
ready access to alternate suppliers. This database will be unique in its ability to identify 
manufacturing capabilities, not just current production.”

The CONNEX™ Kansas platform is easy to use and intuitive, and an account can be set 
up in a few minutes. To register or get more information, visit www.connexks.com.

About Kansas Manufacturing Solutions
Kansas Manufacturing Solutions is a Kansas statewide manufacturing assistance center 

affiliated with the NIST Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP). Kansas Manufacturing 
Solutions helps Kansas manufacturing compete and grow by delivering solutions to small 
and medium sized manufacturers and is the only advisor focused solely on this industry 
in Kansas with value driven results. Learn more at our website, www.wearekms.com.

About the Kansas Department of Commerce
As the state’s lead economic development agency, the Kansas Department of Commerce 

strives to empower individuals, businesses and communities to achieve prosperity in Kan-
sas. Commerce accomplishes its mission by developing relationships with corporations, site 
location consultants and stakeholders in Kansas, nationwide and worldwide. Our strong 
partnerships allow us to help create an environment for existing Kansas businesses to grow 
and foster an innovative, competitive landscape for new business.

Vaccine and Testing 
Clinics Continue Statewide
Vaccine and Testing events will continue 
to be held in several counties across the 

state over the coming weeks
TOPEKA – With the increased presence of the Delta variant 

in Kansas, local health departments, providers, and com-
munity groups are continuing to hold free COVID-19 vac-
cine and testing clinics. The emergence of the Delta variant 
poses a dangerous risk to communities across Kansas. On 
August 23, 2021, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approved the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine (also 
known as Comirnaty) for people 16 years of age and older.

The Pfizer vaccine continues to be available through emer-
gency use authorization for people 12-15 years of age and for 
the administration of a third dose in moderately or severely 
immunocompromised people and those at high risk of in-
fection because of an occupational or institutional setting.

Additionally, the FDA’s emergency use authorization cov-
ers patients age 18 and older to receive the Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines. Moderna began the application 
for full FDA approval in June, nearly a month after Pfizer/
BioNTech. Full approval is anticipated in several weeks. 
Johnson & Johnson has stated they will begin the approval 
process later this year.

As of October 4, 2021, 51.8% of Kansans have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

The events listed below are part of a sustained effort to 
mobilize Kansans to get vaccinated and/or tested to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 to protect themselves and loved ones. 
Free testing is available to everyone in Kansas, regardless of 
vaccination status and even if you have been tested before.

The vast majority of new COVID-19 cases in the State 
of Kansas are the Delta variant. This variant continues to 
cause the number of cases to rise at the level that was seen 
in November 2020.

The Delta variant is highly contagious, more than twice as 
contagious as previous variants. The greatest concern is for 
those who are unvaccinated. Data shows that this variant 
causes more severe illness in people who are unvaccinated. 
The COVID-19 vaccines reduce a person’s risk of contracting 
the virus, including this variant. Additionally, it has been 
shown to prevent severe disease and death.

Events are listed below by county and then by date.
Wyandotte County
Every Monday from September 27, 2021 – October 18, 2021
What: Cross-Lines Community Outreach, Vaccine and 

Testing Event
Vaccines Offered: Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson
Where: Cross-Lines, 736 Shawnee Ave, Kansas City, KS
Hours: 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Please note, additional vaccine and testing events may be 

happening in communities across the state. Please check 
with your local health department for events that may not 
be listed.

Understanding taxpayer rights: 
The right to finality

Taxpayers interacting with the IRS have the right to final-
ity. This right comes into play for taxpayers who are going 
through an audit. These taxpayers have the right to know 
when the IRS has finished the audit. This is one of ten basic 
rights — known collectively as the Taxpayer Bill of Rights. 

Here’s what taxpayers in the process of an audit, should 
know about their right to finality: 

• Taxpayers have the right to know: 
• The maximum amount of time they have to challenge 

the IRS’s position.
• The maximum amount of time the IRS has to audit a 

particular tax year or collect a tax debt. 
• When the IRS has finished an audit.  
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By: Sue ReichSue’s Sudsy Soapbox

Long, long, long, time 
ago. And I mean a 
long time ago, when I 

was just a little kid, I loved 
to play outside. I was the 
dirtiest kid in our neighbor-
hood. I bet we don’t see kids 
like we were back in those 
days, I don’t. They all have 
their face stuck in some sort 
of machines, phones and 
stuff like that. I always had 
mine stuck in the dirt, the 
grass, trees, ditches, etc. 
But when mama whistled, 
man, I would tear home 
and so would all the other 
neighborhood kids.

Agnes Bean. Does anyone 
remember Agnes Bean? She 
was our Bluebird leader. 
She was so sweet to us little 
girls. Benny, her son was 
in our grade. We had a doll 
parade at the Municipal 
Auditorium. We all had a 
doll and paraded down to 
the main arena. She always 
had us doing something fun. 
Then we progressed to the 
Camp Fire Girls group and 
did a lot of different things. 
I don’t remember who our 
leader was in that group, 
but I still have my Camp Fire 
beads. We earned beads of 
different colors and shapes. 
I strung mine together like a 
necklace. Red, green, blue, 
orange, yellow, I think that 
was all the colors. Those 
were the “good old days”.

Hey, here is a cute little 
story. There was a girl that 
lived across the back alley 
from us. We would cross the 
alley and go up the wall or 
down, it’s according who 
was going to visit whom. 
Anyway, her name was Di-
ane Webb. She used to come 
down and ask my mom, “Can 
Doo come out and pway?” 
Notice the w in play. But 
anyway, mom would holler, 
“Doo, do you want to pway 
with Diane?” I really think 
I was the only friend she 

had. There were the Mason 
kids down the street. They 
weren’t allowed to play with 
the rest of the neighborhood 
kids, too good or something 
for us. What a neighborhood 
we had. I know you remem-
ber the little gas station on 
the corner of 12th street and 
Metro. Oh, that oil pit was 
so much fun to play in. The 
bell would ding, cars in and 
out. After it closed that was 
my favorite place to hide. 
Sister Gayle and I liked to 
go to the Park Show. Mom 
would save her nickels and 
dimes so she and I could 
go to the show once in a 
while. Sometimes if it was 
dark when we got out, we 
would stand on the corner 
of Strong Avenue and 26th 
street to wait for a bus. That 
was a Rexall Drugstore then, 
way before Mickey’s surplus. 
But if we spent our money 
on candy, we would go ahead 
and walk home. Oh my gosh, 
Stella Howell. Was it Howell 
or Howe? She thought she 
was a medium. We would get 
to her block and she had a 
walled driveway, Gayle and 
I would stop and glance 
down her driveway and she 
would grab my hand and I 
would fly the rest of the way 
home while Gayle still had a 
hold of me. But we enjoyed 
our childhood in Argentine. 
Umpteen kids, most of them 
our cousins. Played softball 
on the lot where the church 
is now. Lots and lots of mem-
ories. Well, everyone, I am 
glad you let me reminisce 
about all that stuff. It sure 
isn’t like it used to be. All of 
those houses are still there, 
Thorpe’s store is gone, the 
gas station is still there, 
the church that took our 
playground is there, Frame’s 
little store is gone but the 
building is still there. Those 
of you that were involved in 
all of that, it was sure fun 
wasn’t it?

Take care everyone, wear 
your mask, get your vacci-
nations (nonpolitical). I don’t 
do politics, lol. Mind your 
p’s and q’s., K? Let’s hope 
all of this gets over soon. 
Lvya all, Sue

Sharing laughter, sharing 
tears, sharing triumphs, 
fears, growing closer through 
the years. True friendship is 
forever.

The sewing group at Wyandotte 
Christian Church 13700 Leav-
enworth Rd. Gifted 60 quilts 
to Life Care of Kansas City 
Monday morning. There was a 
quilt for every single person at 
this facility! All of the quilts were 
joyfully placed on the pews in 
the Sanctuary so the ladies that 
came to receive them could see 
them all at once. It was also a 
nice way for some of the quilters 
to feel recognized for their hard 
and loving work.

These two wonderful ladies 
are in a quilting group and they 
made all these quilts for Life 
Care of KC. Peggy Stewart has 
been making quilts for many 
years. Her daughter Janie Harris 
does it too. They go clear out to 
135th and Leavenworth Road, 
Wyandotte Christian Church, 
twice a week to quilt. The quilts 
were then taken to Life Care at 
61st and Leavenworth Road. 
This is what they did. When 
the residents came in and saw 
the beautiful handmade quilts, 
they couldn’t believe their eyes. 
These ladies need an award.

Nigro’s is getting a new coat of paint. David said it really need one, it was looking sort of drab.

Silver City Days was still celebrated in spite of the pandemic. But music was still played, and good 
food was served.
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

OUR LOW 
INTRODUCTORY 

RATE 
for your home 

equity line of credit

At the beginning of the twenty-fifth month, the regular rate will 
go into effect. Most home equity loans qualify for tax deductible 
interest. Consult your tax advisor for details. Please contact an 
employee for more information about fees and terms.

APR*
%  1.99

*Fixed APR for 24 months

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) is a variable 
rate line of credit that uses your primary residence 
as collateral, or security for the debt.

*Fixed APR for 6 months
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate.  The 3.99% APR is guaranteed for six months at the time 
of closing and is variable thereafter.  5.00% APR is the standard minimum for Argentine 
Federal Savings home equity lines of credit.  After the initial 6 month offer period, pricing 
will be the greater of the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate or 5.00% APR.  The maximum APR 
that can be imposed is 18%.  Subject to credit approval.  Homeowners’ property insurance 
is required.  Flood insurance may be required.  The proposed credit line together with 
any other mortgage(s) cannot exceed 80% of the value of the property.  New lines only.  
Appraisal may be required.  This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

3.99

Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED

SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available
• Laundry rooms available on-site

• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby

• Exercise Room
• Craft Room

• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave. 

Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855

Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 

on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities. 

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation

22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013

913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

I just reread my last article 
and realized I forgot to proof it. 
Apologies to all my grammar 
and spellchecking readers. 

Calvin and I went to the 
Turner Middle School Open 
House last Friday. Two eighth 
grade girls took us on a great 
tour. Everything about this 
new building is open and 
airy. Our first stop was the 
lunchroom and cafeteria. 
It is on the first level with 
wide open staircases on the 
east and west end. Seventh 
graders are split into two 
groups, the Panda Bears, and 
the Polar Bears. Each group 
only attends classes in their 
pod hat are held on the first 

level. The eight graders are 
located on the second level 
in the same situation and 
although one of the groups 
is the Grizzlies, I forgot the 
name of the second group.  
Open study areas are located 
outside the classrooms. The 
openness is all around the 
building, classrooms have 
floor to ceiling windows in-
stead of walls. I felt the most 
impressive area was the 
library. A mural that covers 
one wall was designed by one 
of the students. I didn’t get 
all the details, but the design 
was converted to a wallpa-
per type canvas depicting a 

couple of brown bears and 
applied to the upper walls. 
Little reading nooks along 
bookshelves lined the west 
wall. The library is located 
on the first level but open 
to the second level and can 
be seen from windows on 
the second floor. Calvin and 
I were very impressed with 
our tour guides, their en-
thusiasm about the building 
and the opportunities the 
school district offers them. 
The Foundation was selling 
bricks as a fund raiser. As 
our granddaughters and their 
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC. 
 Visit our showroom & parts dept.
 3400 Shawnee Dr. ................................262-2969

RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
 Wed. & Sunday Special
 2117 S. 34th Street .  ............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan ................................831-3241

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

 3730 Metropolitan Ave ..........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
 2500 S 34TH ST .............. 722-0177 or 406-2379
 Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
 Deposits Federally Insured
 3004 Strong Ave. ..................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
 Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
 14th & Metropolitan

Sam Davis
Agency, LLC

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has 

competitive rates for rental 
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,
KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986
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Hoover...     
from page 3

CEMETERY PLOTS 
FOR SALE

2 (two) plots for sale at Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens. Gar-
den of Devotion area. Next to 
walking path for easy access. 
Includes 2 premier vaults. 
Chapel Hill price is $9400.  
Asking $3500 or bring offer.

Call 913-850-8234.

WANTED:
Small dog, short hair, about 15 
lbs. I have a rat terrier. Middle 
age. He is lonely. His mix col-
lie sister, Lady. had to be put 
down. His brother Bo Bo put 
down 3 weeks before. Bo was 
my gentle giant. Moose needs 
a companion. Female(spayed) 
or gentle male (neutered). Sue 
Reich Imadotte76@gmail.com

Passings…
By: Sue Reich

Bertha Ann Fuentes, age 56, 
passed away September 24, 
2021. She grew up in Rosedale 
and was a graduate of Harmon 
High School, class of 1983.

Jayne Lynn Ryan, age 69, 
passed away September 28, 
2021. Board of Directors for 
KCK Police and Fire Department 
Credit Union. and many other 
organizations.

Sue Thompson, age 96, passed 
away September 23, 2021. Sing-
er of pop and country western 
music. Sue Thompson was 
married to Hank Penny, also a 
singer. Sister Gayle Larson was 
on the same show with them in 
the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas.

Pee Wee Ellis, age 80, passed 
away September 24, 2021. 
Professional saxophonist, com-
poser and arranger.

spouses all attended Turner 
Middle School, we had to buy 
them souvenirs.

Someone on NextDoor 
posted they had not seen any 
birds at the feeders. I recently 
attended the K-State Garden 
hour entitled “Supporting 
Backyard Birds”. The pre-
senter said that one reason 
is at this time of year there 
is an availability of natural 
food and seeds in the envi-
ronment and when those get 
scarce the birds will return. 
Another reason is predatory 
animals – cats and birds of 
prey. Well, the other morning 
as I was fixing my coffee, I 

looked out the window and 
saw a hawk swoop down. 
There was a dust up in the 
grass, a squirrel ran up the 
tree and the hawk landed 
on my fence. I then noticed 
another squirrel coming 
down from the tomato cage. 
The hawk spotted him, the 
squirrel dropped the tomato, 
ran to a peony bush as the 
hawk swooped down again 
and landed on the ground. 
Soon he took off and landed 
in an arbor in the outback. All 
squirrels were now hidden, 
and the hawk flew off. If a 
hawk can go after a squirrel, 
I’m sure he ‘s gotten a few 
birds.

Until next time, stay safe, 
and be kind to those around 
you.  

GARAGE 
SALE

Friday, October 15 
8am – 6pm

Saturday, October 16 
8am – 4pm

Near Schlagle 
High School

2407 N. 58th Drive
Lots of older items 

– dishes, household 
items, tools, etc.

Tom’s Tasty Treat
By: Tom Valverde

It’s been a while since there has been a good candy recipe, 
as a tasty treat. That’s exactly why this coconut treat was 
selected to be this week’s tasty treat! And there’s nothing 
to making these Chocolate candies and there’s only three 
ingredients. These are going to be hard to resist:

Tom’s Chocolate Covered 
Coconut Tempters!

Ingredients:
2 1/2 c Shredded Coconut
3/4 c Sweetened Condensed Milk
1 1/2 c Dark Chocolate Chips
Directions:
Line a 9x9” square pan with parchment paper, extending 

the paper up the sides.
In a bowl, combine the shredded coconut and the sweet-

ened condensed milk. Stir the mixture until blended well. 
If it seems a little dry, add a little more of the sweetened 
condensed milk.

Pour the mixture into the pan and press into place with 
a spatula. Then compress the coconut with the bottom of a 
drinking glass. Cover with foil and freeze for one hour.

Line a tray or small cookie sheet with parchment paper 
or wax paper.

Remove the candy from the pan and with a sharp knife, 
cut the candy into small squares or rectangles.

Melt the chocolate and remove from the stove. With a fork, 
dip each piece into the melted

chocolate and place on the tray lined with parchment. 
Before the chocolate sets, go over each candy and with a 
fork, impress the chocolate to make a pattern.

Chill the candy for ten minutes and it’s ready.
Store it in an air-tight container and keep chilled until 

serving. Place a sheet of wax paper between layers.
Variations:
Add a light coating of chopped pecans or dried cranber-

ries to the pan before pouring in the coconut mixture. Use 
semi-sweet, milk, or white 
chocolate as you like. For the 
kids, sprinkle with multi-col-
or cupcake decors, or after 
dipping each piece into the 
melted chocolate, place a 
Pecan half on the top.

Most everyone loves these 
coconut candies, and the 
sweetened condensed milk 
adds its own flavor to these 
easy to make treats. Enjoy!

• The IRS generally has 
three years from the date 
taxpayers file their returns 
to assess any additional tax 
for that tax year.   

• There are some limited 
exceptions to the three-
year rule, including when 
taxpayers fail to file returns 
for specific years or file false 
or fraudulent returns. In 
these cases, the IRS has an 
unlimited amount of time to 
assess tax for that tax year. 

• The IRS generally has 
10 years from the assess-
ment date to collect unpaid 
taxes. This 10-year period 
cannot be extended, except 
for taxpayers who enter into 
installment agreements or 
the IRS obtains court judg-
ments.   

• There are circumstances 
when the 10-year collection 
period may be suspended. 
This can happen when the 
IRS cannot collect money 
due to the taxpayer’s bank-
ruptcy or there’s an ongo-
ing collection due process 
proceeding involving the 
taxpayer.  

• A statutory notice of 
deficiency is a letter pro-
posing additional tax the 
taxpayer owes. This notice 
must include the deadline 
for filing a petition with the 
tax court to challenge the 
amount proposed.  

• Generally, a taxpayer will 
only be subject to one audit 
per tax year. However, the 
IRS may reopen an audit 
for a previous tax year, if 
the IRS finds it necessary. 
This could happen, for ex-
ample, if a taxpayer files a 
fraudulent return.

Tax Payers Rights...     
from page 1
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