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Ukraine’s Heroism

By Dr. Jim Haas
e’ve seen this war before.
In 1938, Hitler annexed
Austria and much of
Czechoslovakia, and a year later Nazi
army, navy, and air forces launched
a vicious assault on Poland. Hitler’s
rationale was that German-speaking people in the first two of those
countries should be part of the Third
Reich and that Germany needed Poland for Lebensraum—“elbow room”
to expand.
In 2014, Putin annexed the
Crimea, a strategic peninsula in
southern Ukraine with a major
Black Sea naval base and ports. As
with Czechoslovakia, Putin’s excuse
was that many Crimean residents
were Russian speakers. Now, like
Poland, comes the vicious assault on
Ukraine with Putin claiming Russia
and Ukraine share a common culture
and should be one country.
Putin is trying to rebuild the old
Soviet Union that broke apart in the
early 1990s (when 92% of Ukrainians
voted to become an independent democracy), an event he has called “the
greatest geopolitical catastrophe of
the century.” Really? Worse than
two World Wars that killed tens of
millions (with the USSR having the
most casualties)? Worse than the
global Great Depression that sunk
hundreds of millions into poverty?
Putin values power more than human lives and welfare.
Russia is a second-rate power with
nuclear weapons but an economy
smaller than California’s. Part of
the reason is that Putin and other
oligarchs have made themselves fabulously rich at the Russian people’s
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expense. Still, Putin wants more. He
is an enemy of his own people as
well as of democracy.
Meanwhile, Ukrainian soldiers and
civilians have been fighting heroically to save their country led by their
unlikely but courageous president
Volodymyr Zelenskyy (pictured),
a 44-year-old popular former TV
comedian and movie actor elected in 2019 with 73 % of the vote.
Targeted by Putin’s assassination
squads, Zelenskyy declined a U.S.
offer to evacuate him, saying “I
need ammunition, not a ride.” He’s
an inspiration to his people and to
democrats everywhere.
The fight to save Ukrainian democracy has many heroes, among
them President Biden who has
done a masterful job of coordinating intense financial pressure on
Russia and on Putin’s rich friends
and supporters. Biden, other NATO
and European Union leaders, and
heads of Japan and other influential
nations have largely cut off Russia’s access to the global banking
system resulting in the ruble losing
value and the Russian stock market
crashing so badly that it closed last
week and then extended the closing
into this week.
Germany shut down the costly
Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline
from Russia depriving its Russian
backers of a hefty income stream
(pun intended). More than 40 oligarchs, including Putin, have been
personally sanctioned with their assets frozen and their ability to travel
severely limited. A $120 million
super yacht belonging to a sanctioned oligarch was seized by French
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customs last week and another
Russian super yacht was prevented
from leaving dock in Germany. Even
famously neutral Switzerland with
its secret bank accounts has joined
the international effort to squeeze
Putin and his inner circle.
Russian commercial and private
aircraft can no longer fly over Europe, North America, and other
airspaces. Major corporations have
shut down their Russia operations,
from BP, Russia’s largest foreign investor, to Exxon, Ford, Toyota, Nike,
Apple, Boeing, Airbus, Mastercard,
Visa, and many others. Russia is
being economically isolated.
Putin has long tried to weaken
NATO and has especially objected
to Ukraine possibly joining. Putin’s
pal, our disgraced former president,
even threatened U.S. withdrawal. How ironic that by invading a
neighbor that posed no threat, Putin
has made NATO, the EU, and their
allies stronger than ever. The war is
Putin’s folly.
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AG Schmidt Urges Federal Trade Commission
to Create Robust Rule Outlawing Scams

TOPEKA – The Federal Trade
Commission should adopt a national
rule to target impersonation scams,
giving states an additional tool in
their consumer protection arsenal,
Kansas Attorney General Derek
Schmidt said today.
Schmidt joined a bipartisan coalition of 49 state and territory attorneys general in sending a comment
letter to the FTC, raising concerns
about the plethora of impersonation
scams that create problems for
consumers, small businesses, and
charities in their states. Currently
there is no specific national rule
outlawing these fraudulent acts.
As illustrated in the letter, impersonation scams take on many forms:
Impersonation of government
entities: Fraudsters claim to be
from or affiliated with a government agency to persuade victims
of the urgency to provide payment
to obtain licensing or certificates in
document preparation or regulatory
compliance scams.
Business impersonation: Fraudsters claim to be working directly for

an actual business or as a third party
endorsed by the business. Common
examples include tech scams in
which the imposters claim they
are contacting the victim on behalf
of companies such as Microsoft or
Apple to assist with a ransomware
or technology issue.
Person-to-person deceptions:
Grandparent scams, romance scams
and others use personal information
to make a connection with victims.
Whether claiming a grandchild is in
urgent need of money or creating
a fake profile to gain the trust of
someone on a social media or dating
site, these impersonation scams account for thousands of complaints to
attorneys general each year.
Though the methods may vary,
impersonation scams cause injury
to consumers who lose money, drain
resources from regulators tasked
with protecting the public, and
cause confusion and loss of trust in
government agencies and services.
The attorneys general recommended a robust national standard
outlawing impersonation scams that:

• Deters bad actors and reduces
consumer harm.
• Provides needed clarity on what
conduct constitutes impersonation,
since government and business
impersonation scams can range
from overt pretense to misleading
subtlety.
• Deprives bad actors of the excuse that they were allegedly not
aware their activities were illegal
in some jurisdictions as opposed
to others.
• Provides more opportunities
for the states to collaborate with
the FTC on multistate enforcement
actions against imposter scammers.
• Allows states to enforce their
own standards, free of any preemption by a federal rule.
The attorneys general asked the
FTC to publish additional consumer
and business education materials
to help prevent consumers from
becoming victims of impersonation
fraud. These efforts must serve as a
complement to a strong regulation
with a robust enforcement scheme,
not as an alternative.

Governor Kelly Announces February Total Tax
Collections Continue to Exceed Estimates

TOPEKA – Governor Laura
Kelly today announced that total
tax collections for February were
$502.5 million. That is $18.7 million, or 3.9%, more than the February estimate. Those collections are
also $46.6 million, or 10.2%, more
than February 2021.
“My administration has taken
steps to restore the Kansas economy,
and that fiscal responsibility has
paved the way to provide direct tax
relief to Kansans,” Governor Laura
Kelly said. “I urge the Legislature
to work together to send me a clean
bill eliminating the state’s tax on
food immediately, so that we can
put this money back into the pockets
of Kansas taxpayers.”
Individual income tax collections
were $183.4 million in February.
That is $6.6 million, or 3.5%,
below the estimate. However, it
is important to note that income

tax refunds are being issued much
quicker than in prior years. There
have been 15,000 more refunds sent
out in February 2022 compared to
February 2021. The increase in
refunds total $21.0 million more
paid out in February compared to
the same month of 2021.
“The positive trend in tax receipts
continues with all of the major tax
types, individual income tax, corporate income tax, retailer’s sales
tax, and compensating use tax,
performing well. But for the larger
number of refunds issued in February,
individual income tax receipts also
would have surpassed the February
estimate,” said Secretary of Revenue
Mark Burghart. “We are pleased to
be able to get individual income tax
refunds paid more quickly and into
the accounts of taxpayers.”
So far, nearly 281,000 refunds,
totaling $147.0 million, have been

paid out this filing season. Refunds
for electronically filed returns can
be expected to be deposited in taxpayers’ bank accounts in 4-7 days,
with some deposits occurring in as
little as three days.
Corporate income tax collections
were $23.4 million, which is $12.4
million, or 112.8%, more than the
February 2022 estimate. Those collections are $15.2 million, or 186.3%
more than February 2021, reflecting
substantial corporate profits.
Retail sales tax collections were
$195.2 million, which is $5.2
million, or 2.8% more than the
estimate. Those collections are also
$16.0 million, or 8.9%, greater than
February 2021. Compensating use
tax collections were $59.4 million,
which is $4.4 million, or 8.0%, more
than the estimate. Those collections
were $20.7 million, or 53.7%, more
than February 2021.
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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

W

hat a beautiful day! All
those green thumbs out
there are probably itching
to get in the garden. We’ve already
started seeds at our house. The seed
prices remained the same, but my
sources tell me everyone is going
to have to pay more at the garden
centers for potted plants. Costs of

petroleum products that are used to
make the pots has risen along with
the potting media, fertilizer, etc. will
be passed onto the consumer. This
is a plug for the Wyandotte County
Master Gardener Plant Sale, April
29 & 30. (We have Great Bargains.)
Details to follow.
If you are out and about on Saturday March 12, 2022. There are a
few places you might want to visit.
The Leavenworth Flower, Home
and Garden Show, at the Heritage
Event & Art Center, 109 Delaware St.
from 10am-4pm. Admission is free.
Educational booths, demonstrations,
and a grand prize of 2 tickets to the
St. Louis Botanical Park.
Or if you happen to go to Lawrence, the Douglas County Garden
Show is being held on the same day
at the Douglas County Fairgrounds,

Building 21 from 9am-3pm. Looking toward a sustainable future
with hands-on- workshops, speaker
presentations, educational booths,
and demonstrations. They are also
holding a raffle and garage sale of
garden items.
Closer to home, the Wyandotte
County Museum is celebrating 150
years of Rosedale history with a
new exhibit on display from March
12 – May 31. Incorporated in 1872,
Rosedale, was an independent city
until consolidated into KCK in 1922.
The Rosedale area has retained
its unique community identity.
The museum has partnered with
Rosedale Development Association
to celebrate its history – highlighting its major developments in the
community along with key people,
places, and businesses. Once the

exhibit has ended at the museum,
it will be on display at RDA with
dates to be announced.
WYANDOTTTE COUNTY MUSEUM EVENT: On Sunday, March
20, Chester Owens Jr., well-known
community historian, will speak on
the history of Sumner High School
at 2:00 pm. Owens graduated from
Sumner High School in 1949. He
became the first Black person to
be elected to a KCK policy making
leadership position in the municipal
government of KCK. This free program is hosted as part of the quarterly
meeting of the Wyandotte County
Historical Society and Museum. The
Museum is located at 631 N 126th St.
just inside the Wyandotte County
Park in Bonner Springs.
Until next time, stay safe, and be
kind to those around you.

60-MONTH
CD SPECIAL

1.25

%

1.26% APY*

120-MONTH
CD SPECIAL
“New money only. Please contact an employee for more information about fees and
terms. Interest rates and APY are subject to change at any time. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal from certificates.”

1.75

%

1.77% APY*

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS

We Care!

3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas
12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or
913-402-1500
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SENATE
NEWS
By Sen. Pat Pettey

or has already been introduced
in – or re-referred to – an exempt
Senate committee. These committees are Assessment & Taxation,
Federal & State Affairs, and Ways
& Means. Legislators will take a
short break and return to work on
Tuesday, March 1, when they will
begin working on House bills in
committees.
With little time left in the session,
I encourage you to contact me with
any concerns or questions you have
about bills or committee meetings.
Feel free to contact me at 785-2967375 or pat.pettey@senate.ks.gov.

We are halfway through the regular legislative session. The Senate
spent two days on the floor this past
week working almost 40 pieces of
legislation, all of which received the
constitutional majority required to
pass. These bills now move on to
the House for consideration. I will
highlight some of the major pieces
of legislation we addressed this
FREE AT-HOME TESTS
week later in this newsletter.
You can order free at home
Moving forward, the Senate can COVID-19 tests from the U.S. Govonly consider legislation that has ernment at COVIDtests.gov. Four
either been passed by the House, tests per household will be sent by

CROSS-LINES
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED
SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower
and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom
$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available

• Laundry rooms available on-site
• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby
• Exercise Room
• Craft Room
• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)
Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave.
Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855
Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate
on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities.
The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation
22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013
913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711

mail to your address. You can also The Senate was split in its support
order by phone at 1-800-232-0233 for the bill, which narrowly passed
from 8 AM to Midnight ET.
by a vote of 21 to 19. I voted NO
because it is unnecessary and gives
MAJOR LEGISLATION THIS Kansans the false impression that
WEEK
these labs are dangerous, which
Last year, the Legislature passed creates opportunities for insidious
the “Energy Choice Act,” a law that public health misinformation to
prohibits cities from banning spe- grow and spread.
cific types of energy such as natural
SB 161 was introduced at the
gas. SB 493, which passed the Sen- request of Amazon and FedEx, and
ate by a vote of 27 to 13, builds on led to much debate about the future
that foundation by prohibiting cities of Kansas, automation’s impact on
and counties from regulating plastic jobs, and local control. Amazon
and other containers designed for and FedEx have delivery robot prothe consumption, transportation, grams with mixed reviews in other
or protection of merchandise, food, states that they’d like to expand to
or beverages. While plastic bag Kansas. Opponent testimony sugbans do come up in conversations gested that these delivery robots
about ways to reduce pollution and would jeopardize the combined
address climate change, no cities 11,000+ Amazon and FedEx jobs
in Kansas have banned the use in Kansas, and there were many
of plastic bags or even imposed a questions about local control on the
tax or surcharge on them. Just like Senate floor. Given the breadth of
the Energy Choice Act, SB 493 is concern expressed, I voted to send
a paternalistic restriction of local the bill back to committee to work
control that moves our state in the out the issues. That motion failed,
wrong direction.
and the bill passed by a vote of 24
As I’ll discuss later in this news- to 15. I voted NO.
letter, legislation is often considered
I also voted NO on SB 395, which
based on the personal and profes- prohibits Kansas Department of
sional interests of legislators. One Wildlife and Parks employees from
example of this from this week is SB conducting surveillance on private
373, which appropriates $500,000 to property unless authorized by a
the University of Kansas Medical warrant, court order, subpoena, or
Center’s Midwest Stem Cell Therapy the US Constitution. The excepCenter to conduct COVID-19 clinical tion to this law is when KDWP
trials. Senator Mike Thompson (R employees are attempting to locate
- Shawnee) is a member of the cen- and retrieve a missing person. The
ter’s advisory board and introduced bill that was introduced on the
the legislation after it was line-item floor was a compromise reached
vetoed out of last year’s budget by between proponents and the DepartGovernor Kelly. I voted NO; KU ment of Parks and Wildlife, but an
Med has not requested this funding amendment introduced by Senator
(which ironically echoes the context Richard Hilderbrand reverted it to
of the Midwest Stem Cell Therapy its original, non-compromise form.
Center’s creation in 2013) and they
don’t have a clinical trial planned.
JUDICIARY WEEK
K-State also had skin in the game
Thirteen of the thirty-five bills on
in legislation addressed this week general orders this week originated
with SB 441. This bill mandates from the Senate Committee on Juspecific reporting for commercial diciary, which is chaired by Senator
or research facilities. K-State pro- Kellie Warren (R - Leawood), who
vided opponent testimony to this is running for Attorney General
bill due to the increased regulatory this year.
burden it would cause, unclear and
One of the most controversial
inconsistent definitions in the bill, bills she carried was SB 150,
unclear guidance and reporting, which was introduced at the reand duplication of efforts, as well quest of the Kansas Chamber and
as the risk for increased noncomCONTINUED ON PAGE 5
pliance and decreased public trust.
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Pettey...

...from page 4

limits lawsuit and legal services
advertising practices. A similar
bill passed in West Virginia was
ruled unconstitutional on First
Amendment grounds, and it’s yet
another example of the Legislature
inserting itself into processes that
are already established under the
Kansas Constitution, which gives
the judicial branch the power to
regulate the legal profession.
That said, I supported many of
the Judiciary bills we debated this
week, which ranged from requiring
registration as a sex offender by
those who share child pornography
to criminalizing “porch pirates”
who steal Amazon packages from
your home. A lot of those bills
happen to pad a statewide political
candidate’s “tough on crime” bona
fides, and there’s a lot to be said for
the bills she did not find worthy
of discussion by her committee.
Sheldon’s Law, criminal justice
reform, racial justice commission
recommendations, and protections
for domestic violence and child sex
abuse survivors were left on the
table this year, which is unfortunate
for those of us who strive for a more
equitable and just Kansas.
GOVERNOR LAURA KELLY
ANNOUNCES MORE THAN
$5 MILLION TO IMPROVE
BRIDGE PROJECTS
Governor Laura Kelly today announced 29 bridge projects across
Kansas will receive more than $5
million as part of the Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program
(KLBIP). The KLBIP is a state-local
partnership initiative that provides
funds to replace or rehabilitate
locally-owned deficient bridges to
improve the Kansas infrastructure.
The KLBIP is a state-local partnership initiative included in the
Kelly Administration’s bipartisan,
10-year Eisenhower Transportation
Legacy Program, or IKE. The Kelly
administration reinstated KLBIP in
2019 to assist cities and counties by
providing up to $150,000 toward
the replacement or rehabilitation
of a bridge on the local roadway
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system. For this recent round of
KLBIP selections, a total of 62
applications were received with
requests for $10.5 million in funds.
There are approximately 19,300
bridges on Kansas’ local road systems. About 26% – or 5,000 – of
those bridges are in poor condition
or unable to meet today’s weight
and vehicle requirements. The
KLBIP targets bridges 20-50 feet
in length and a daily vehicle count
of less than 100.
FOLLOW OUR WORK
In addition to watching legislative proceedings live, you can always stay up to date with legislative
matters by following our caucus’s
social media accounts. Our staff
live-tweets Senate session daily,
provides updates on legislation
regularly on Facebook, and shares
resources to help you advocate for
your issues on Instagram.
THE FOLLOWING ARE A
FEW POINTS THAT PRESIDENT BIDEN AND THE WHITE
HOUSE HAVE OFFERED REGARDING THE SOVIET UNION
INVASION OF UKRAINE
• Vladimir Putin has chosen to
launch a premeditated war of choice
that will bring catastrophic loss of
life and human suffering.
• Russia has violated the core
principles that uphold global peace
and security, seeking to change the
borders of a sovereign country by
force.
• The United States, along with
its Allies and partners, is imposing
severe and immediate economic
costs on Russia.
• Our Allies in Europe and elsewhere are also imposing sanctions
on Russia. Instead of dividing the
U.S. from its Allies and partners,
Russia’s actions have united the
world and further isolated it.
• To strengthen NATO and reassure our Allies, the President has
also announced the deployment of
additional U.S. military personnel
to Europe.
• The President has made clear he
will not send American soldiers to
fight in Ukraine. But we will defend
every inch of NATO territory, adhering to our sacred commitments.

IRS Free File Makes Filing for
the First Time Easier

Many people will be filing federal tax returns for the first time this year.
This includes people who don’t normally file and now need to file a 2021
return to claim a recovery rebate credit or reconcile advance payments of
the child tax credit. For these taxpayers, IRS Free File may be the perfect
solution.
For eligible individuals who want to prepare their own taxes, IRS Free
File features electronic tax preparation software providers. This program
provides free tax preparation, free electronic filing and free direct deposit,
which is the fastest way to get a refund. People can also directly access IRS
Free File from their mobile device using the IRS2Go app.
The IRS Free File adjusted gross income limit for 2021 is $73,000 for
families and individuals. This year, there are eight IRS Free File products
in English and two in Spanish. Each provider sets additional eligibility
requirements, generally based on age, state residency and income.
Taxpayers using IRS Free File for the first time will need a few things
before starting:
• Their Social Security number.
• Their wage and income information. This is usually found on forms
from their employer, such as Form W-2 and Form 1099.
• Verification they are not claimed as a dependent on any other return. For
example, taxpayers whose parents are claiming them as a dependent may still
file a separate tax return, but they cannot claim themselves as a dependent.
• Documentation for all tax credits and deductions. Keep in mind, with the
current higher standard deduction, itemized deductions may not be necessary.
• Prior year adjusted gross income or self-select PIN. They need this
information to validate and sign the tax return. This is required for all
electronic tax returns as part of the user’s electronic signature. Taxpayers
who are first-time filers over the age of 16 can simply enter “0” as their
prior-year income for signature purposes. For taxpayers who have filed
before, their prior-year tax return will show their adjusted gross income.
• Bank account and routing number for direct deposit of any refund into
their account. This is the fastest and safest way to get their money.
Taxpayers who must reconcile advance payments of the child tax credit
or who are eligible for a recovery rebate credit will need certain letters
they received from the IRS. Individuals will need to know the total amount
of their third-round Economic Impact Payment, including any “plus-up”
payments they received to determine their eligibility to claim a recovery
rebate credit. They will also need the total amount of advance child tax
credit payments they received to claim their full credit.
To find the total amounts of advance child tax credit payments and third
Economic Impact Payments received, taxpayers can check:
• Online Account: Taxpayers can create or log in to their IRS Online
Account to see the total amounts for these payments. For married individuals filing a joint return with their spouse, each spouse will need to log
into their own Online Account or review their own letter for their portion
of the couple’s total payment.
• IRS letters: In late December 2021 and early January 2022, the IRS
started sending the following letters to the address on record for applicable
taxpayers:
• Letter 6419, 2021 Advance CTC, went to individuals who received
advance child tax credit payments. The letter contains the total payment
amount that the individual needs to file accurately and avoid a processing
delay.
• Letter 6475, Your Third Economic Impact Payment, went to individuals
who received a third Economic Impact Payment in 2021, including initial
and “plus-up” payments. This letter will help them determine if they are
eligible to claim the 2021 recovery rebate credit for a missing third payment.
If so, they must file a 2021 tax return to claim this credit.
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CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

HEALTH CARE

FINANCIAL

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS 913.677.1115

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
Deposits Federally Insured
3004 Strong Ave....................................831-2004

CHURCHES

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
14th & Metropolitan

FUNERAL SERVICES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan.................................831-3241
USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am
3730 Metropolitan Ave...........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING
BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
2500 S 34TH ST............... 722-0177 or 406-2379
Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers
VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552
Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC.
Visit our showroom & parts dept.
3400 Shawnee Dr..................................262-2969

KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144
Senior-focused Health Care,
Partners in Primary Care
Medicare-Advantage Care
Center
7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986

RESTAURANT
BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
Wed. & Sunday Special
2117 S. 34th Street . .............................362-6980

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has
competitive rates for rental
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399
Sam Davis
Agency, LLC
6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS
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New Funding to Improve Community Health and Alleviate Poverty
Representative Sharice Davids announced that AmeriCorps
awarded $689,595 to the United
Government of Wyandotte County
and Kansas City, KS (UG) to improve community health and strive
to eliminate poverty by placing
AmeriCorps VISTA members in
the Kansas Third.
The 2021-2022 grant funding is
the Unified Government’s eighth
year as an AmeriCorps grantee.
During the initial grant funding
in 2014, four AmeriCorps VISTA
members served in the Mayor’s
office and since then the program
has expanded to over 11 UG departments and nine community
partner agency placements. With
having over 90 individuals sworn
into service since 2014, the UG
is the largest AmeriCorps VISTA
intermediary program in the state
of Kansas.
“We thank Representative Davids
and her office for the continued support and funding of the AmeriCorps
VISTA program within the Unified
Government,” said Mayor Tyrone
Garner. “The service of VISTA

members brings great value to our
UG departments and community
organizations. Their skills not only
directly benefit our organization but
support community empowerment
across Wyandotte County. I want
to reiterate that the support of Congresswoman Sharice Davids is both
valued and appreciated. Again, on
behalf of Wyandotte County KCK,
thank you Representative Davids.”
With the additional funding support, the UG AmeriCorps VISTA
program has been able to increase
the number of available positions to
allow for 35 year-round positions
and 20 summer members to work
full-time within various departments. The secured funding has also
allowed for one additional full-time
staff person to be hired to assist with
the VISTA program.
UG AmeriCorps VISTA members have served in various UG
departments such as public health,
the budget office, public works, and
planning + urban design to name a
few. VISTA members also serve in
different roles in area organizations
and provide direct support with the

Guest Editorial
Quotes To
Ponder
By Tom Valverde

Tonight we’ve gathered in this
sacred space; a citadel of Democracy, in this Capitol. Generations
after generations, Americans have
debated great questions and made
great strides and have done great
things.
We fought for freedom, expanded
liberty, debated totalitarianism,
and terror. We built the strongest,
freest, and most prosperous nation
the world has ever known.
Now, in this Hour, our moment
of responsibility, our test of resolve
and conscience; of history itself. It
is in this moment that our character
of this generation is formed and
our purpose is found, our purpose
is forged.

Well I know this nation. We’ll
meet the test, protect freedom and
liberty, expand fairness and opportunity. And we will save Democracy.
As hard as times have been, I’m
more optimistic about America today than I’ve been my in my whole
life! Because I see the future that’s
within our grasp. Because I know
that there’s simply nothing that’s
beyond our capacity.
We’re the only nation on earth
that has always turned every crisis
we’ve faced into opportunity! The
only nation that can be described
by a single word: “Possibilities.”
So, on this night, on our 245th
year as a nation, I’ve come to report on the state of the nation, the
state of the Union, and my report
is this: The state of the Union is
strong because You the American
people are strong. We’re stronger

focus on community engagement,
local health initiatives, neighborhood revitalization efforts and
capacity building for organizations
that support sustainable solutions
to poverty in Wyandotte County.
The majority of partner agency
placement sites are located in Wyandotte County, but there are some
sites that exist across county lines.
Regardless of the site location all
VISTA positions directly benefit
Wyandotte County residents.
“The Unified Government is a
proud AmeriCorps grantee. With the
continued support from AmeriCorps
and specifically the AmeriCorps
North Central Regional Office, we
have seen impacts in areas from
community engagement and outreach to violence prevention and
everything in between,” said Alli
Zuel, AmeriCorps Initiatives Supervisor, Unified Government Public
Health Department. “We have had
AmeriCorps members in our program coordinate 700+ volunteers in
our COVID-19 vaccination clinics,
support local organizations with
programming and communications,
today than we were a year ago
and we’ll be stronger a year from
now than we are today. This is our
moment to meet and overcome the
challenges of our time and we will!
As one people, one America, the
United States of America.
God bless you all and may God
protect our troops!. Thank you,
go get him!
Joseph R. Biden,
46th President of
the United States
Closing remarks from his first
State of the Union address, March
1, 2022.
But, there’s no one more emphatic than Joe Biden, there’s no
one that cares more! We are so
blessed that he’s President at this
time, because we do have to build
America better.
Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House
Remarks made prior to
the State of the Union speech.

and assist with the implementation
of new programs all right here in
WyCo. AmeriCorps members are
helping us work towards a healthier
and safer Wyandotte County.”
Get Involved
The AmeriCorps VISTA program
is always looking to engage citizens
about the AmeriCorps VISTA service. There are currently about a
dozen open positions the program
is looking to fill and will begin
recruiting for summer associate
members soon.
LEGAL PUBLICATION

ACCEPTING
SEALED BIDS

The Board of Education,
Unified School District No.
500, Kansas City, KS will
accept sealed bids for: IFB
22-006 Summer Painting Projects-2022. Sealed bids should
be addressed to: Purchasing
Department, Board of Education, 2010 N. 59th Street, Room
370, Kansas City, KS 66109
- “IFB No. 22-006 – “Summer
Painting Projects- 2022 “
Bids will be opened 3/15/22
@ 10:00 AM in the Purchasing
Office.
Bid Documents are available
at the Purchasing Department
Office, at the above-address
between 8 AM and 4 PM, M-F.
Bid Documents are posted
athttp://www.kckps.org/index.
php/invitation-for-bids .
(First published 3-10-22)
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Passings…
By Sue Reich

Richard Wayne Estell, Age 58,
passed away on February 15,
2022. He was a 1982 graduate
of J.C. Harmon High School.
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