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Looking Back 
By Rudy Padilla

Everyone should have had a friend like 
Dennis Gergick as I did when I was 12. 
Dennis was friendly and outgoing to all 

at Holy Family grade school where we attended. 
But our friendship extended to playing baseball 
at Splitlog park in Kansas City KS and football 
for the school. Many Fridays during the school 
year we would meet at the Holy Family Men’s 
Club about 7 p.m. where we would drink soda 
and play the shuffleboard game. We would be 
the only non-adults there, but the men there all 
knew Dennis well.

Later, Dennis and I continued to be close 
friends at Bishop Ward high school. I gave up 
playing football in the 8th grade so I could be 
a newspaper boy for the Kansas City Kansan 
newspaper company. I chose making the 5 
dollar-a-week job, but after a year, I was now 
a newspaper boy for the Kansas City Star. My 
new job was hard work and the paper had to be 
delivered twice a day. My boss, Mr. Collins tried 
to have someone assist me on heavy days – like 
on Sundays, but most of the time he could not 
find anyone to help me. So, Dennis helped me 
a few times. His mother said it was okay, but 
not when he had to go to school after.

My boss had stopped by for Dennis that 
Sunday morning before stopping by for me at 
3:15 a.m. Dennis had a great personality and was 

By Dr. Jim Haas

The Biden administration is pulling off 
a dramatic shift in economic policy 
ending the Reagan era “trickle down” 

belief that tax cuts for the rich and corporate 
deregulation—the “supply side”—would 
benefit the rest of us through more jobs and 
higher wages. It didn’t work in the 1980s, 
it didn’t work for George W. Bush, and it 
didn’t work after the Republicans’ massive 
$2 trillion tax cuts of 2017, nearly all of 
which went, again, to the rich and added $2 
trillion to the federal deficit. Corporations, 
instead of creating more jobs and raising 
wages, mostly used their tax cuts to increase 
shareholder dividends and for stock buy-
backs, adding wealth to their companies.

That 40 years of what was actually 
“trickle up” economic policy was a principal 
reason for today’s huge wealth gap between 
the rich and the rest. Forty years ago corpo-
rate CEOs typically made roughly 50 times 

End of an Error
what their average employee earned; today 
the difference is more than 350 times as 
much. As one historian put it, “It made the 
measure of the economy the health of Wall 
Street rather than Main Street.”

What has changed in the last 19 
months? Biden’s administration, supported 
by Democrats in Congress, have followed 
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in emphasizing “demand side” 
economics, policies that provide opportu-
nity for the large majority of people who 
are in the middle and lower parts of the 
economy—the “demand side”—to stimu-
late consumption, and therefore production, 
spreading prosperity upward.

Demand side policies build the econo-
my, as Biden often says, “from the bottom 
up and the middle out.” Contributing to this 
are the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act, the 
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The Wyandotte County Museum 
is featuring a new exhibit in cele-
bration of the 150th Anniversary of 
Kansas City, Kansas. On October 
22, 1872, Kansas City, Kansas was 
formally incorporated, but at that 
time it was far from the KCK we 
think of today. The 150th Anniver-
sary of the city provides a great op-
portunity to share the story of “The 
Original Kansas City, Kansas” with 
the community. This exhibit will 
feature a series of early maps, facts, 
and images from the city’s earliest 
years. It will provide visitors with 
a glimpse several important stories 
related the cities early development 
and growth. “The Original Kansas 
City, Kansas” exhibit will be on 
display at the Wyandotte County 
Museum from October 1st until 
the February 18, 2023.

Historical Background: After the 
Louisiana Purchase, the federal 
government reserved the land on 
the western portion of the bottoms 

Wyandotte County Museum Features Exhibit 
Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Kansas City, Kansas

for a potential fort, preventing it 
from becoming part of Missouri. 
This land was later given to the 
Wyandots as “floats”, but several 
non-tribal families continued to 
“squat” on this land. An uneasy 
compromise was reached in 1858. 
The Kansas City, Kansas Town 
Company was formed in 1868, by 
Wyandot Chief Silas Armstrong, 
David E. James, Dr. George B. 
Wood, Luther H. Wood, William 
Weir, Thomas Ewing Jr, T. H. 
Swope, and N. McAlpine. Kansas 
City, Kansas was situated north of 
the old bed of Turkey Creek, east 
of the Kansas River, south of the 
Missouri River and bounded on 
the east by the Missouri State line. 
The town was ripe for growth as 
new waves of immigrants arrived 
and businesses opened. In the 
period between 1872-1882, the 
area developed a strong industrial 
base providing job opportunities 
for new arrivals. By 1886, Kan-

sas City, Kansas’ population had 
grown to 3,802 and city consoli-
dation was the first step towards 
the Kansas City, Kansas we know 
today.

About the Museum: The Wyan-
dotte County Museum is located 
in Wyandotte County Park, 631 N. 
126th St., Bonner Springs, Kansas. 
It is open to the public, free of 
charge, Monday-Saturday 9:00-
4:00 pm. The Wyandotte County 
Museum is operated by the Unified 
Government of Wyandotte County 
and Kansas City, Kansas, with sup-
port from the Wyandotte County 
Historical Society & Museum Inc., 
a 501c3 non-profit. The museum 
mission is to strive to identify, 
collect, preserve, interpret, and dis-
seminate material and information 
pertaining to Wyandotte County 
history, in order to assist the public 
in understanding, appreciating and 
assisting in the preservation of the 
heritage of this county.

Inflation Reduction Act (which 
includes good paying jobs in 
sustainable energy projects to 
combat global warming), and the 
CHIPS and Science Act to shift 
silicon chip production from 
overseas to America.

These policies are working. 
Manufacturing is booming, un-
employment is historically low, 
wages are rising, and manufac-
turing has regained all the jobs 
lost during the COVID recession 
and has created nearly 70,000 
new jobs. (Every previous re-
cession during the past 40 years 
has seen jobs moved to low-wage 
countries or automated—jobs 
permanently lost to Americans.)

Other good news is that the 
administration cut the federal 
deficit $300 billion last year and 
is on track to cut it a further $1 

trillion this year. In addition, 
the real net worth of the bottom 
50% of households has increased 
60% since early 2021 to about 
$67,500.

Another positive step by 
Congress is authorizing 87,000 
new IRS workers over the next 
ten years to replace the 50,000-
80,000 projected to retire during 
that time. About 5,000 new 
employees will be hired soon 
to audit the complicated returns 
of corporations and of persons 
making more than $400,000. 
Those who have automatic with-
holding pay about 99% of their 
taxes, but those without with-

holding, including the wealthy, 
pay only about 45% of what 
they owe. And 55 of the richest 
corporations made billions but 
paid zero federal taxes. Last 
year, the IRS director testified 
in Congress that tax cheats are 
costing the rest of us nearly $1 
trillion a year.

Don’t be fooled by the 
scare-tactic GOP ad currently on 
TV that clearly implies the IRS 
is hiring 87,000 new employees 
to come after us. Some will be 
coming after rich tax cheaters, 
but most will just replace em-
ployees leaving over the next 
ten years. 

Important Dates for 
November 8 Election

Kansas voters must be registered by October 18. Those turning 
18 on or before November 8 can register now. To register, check 
your registration, or apply for a mail-in ballot, go to ksvotes.org. 
Early in-person voting begins October 22 (contact your county 
election office for early-voting locations).
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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

FREE 
Safety 

Deposit Box 
for a year 

with new 
account opened*

*while supplies last

This past spring, my sister asked 
me if I could find someone 
to repair the original deed 

and subsequent paperwork to her 
property. (Several sheets were torn; 
some pages were split.) I inquired at 
the WYCO Museum if they knew of 
anyone that could do it and was told 
no one could help me.  To make a 
long story short, I did it myself. The 

history was interesting. The deed 
began with the homestead of several 
acres of land. Upon the death of the 
original male property owner in the 
1800’s, the property was divided into 
several parcels among the widow and 
his children. My sister’s property is 
only small portion of the original 
land purchase. Throughout the years, 
the individual plots changed hands, 
houses were built, streets created 
and even named after a few of those 
early settlers. Which brings me to this. 
The Wyandotte County Museum has 
a new exhibit beginning October 1 
“The Original Kansas City Kansas” 
depicting the early day of our city. 
KCK was incorporated on October 
22, 1872, and looked nothing like it 
does today, 150 years later. The first 
house we purchased was outside the 
city limits in Bethel, annexed in the late 
1960’s. I imagine our current property 
was a farm or woodland back then. 

If you read “The Pride of the Golden 
Bear” by Betty Gibson, you can get 
an idea what the Turner area used to 
looked like.

The Unified Government is spon-
soring their second weekend Dumpster 
Days for residents at Wyandotte Coun-
ty Park (126th & State Ave.) on October 
21 -22 from 8am -12pm. Residents can 
bring electronics and unwanted bulky 
items, such as old mattresses, furniture, 
and large appliances. There are charges 
for Computer Screens $40, LCD flat 
screen TV’s $20, and CRT TV’s $40. 
Bring an exact amount of cash only. No 
hazardous materials accepted.

The last Household Hazardous 
Waste Day for the year is October 
15 from 8:30am-1:00pm located at 
2443 South 88th St. KCK. Examples 
of these items are paint, yard waste, 
batterie, tires, construction & demo-
lition materials. A full list is at www.
wycokck.org/waste. 

I recently finished reading a very 
scary novel “BlowBack” by James 
Patterson. It wasn’t a Stephen King 
scary story. It relates what could 
happen if we have a POTUS that is 
paranoid and goes off the rails. This 
president thinks he is the only one who 
can save our country by going after 
his enemies and those he perceives as 
enemies of the country. He bypasses 
protocols, creates his own (CIA) 
killing squad who reports only to him. 
He has placed his associates in high 
level jobs who only follow his orders. 
Upper level CIA and FBI are unaware 
of his actions. He almost takes us to 
the brink of war.  This book was too 
close for comfort.

Until next time stay safe and be kind 
to those around you. Please pray and 
help those who have been devastated 
from the ravages of hurricane Ian. Con-
tinue to pray for the brave Ukrainians 
fighting for the right to remain free.  
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CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED

SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available
• Laundry rooms available on-site

• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby

• Exercise Room
• Craft Room

• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave. 

Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855

Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 

on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities. 

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation

22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013

913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711

YOU are invited
Anyone who believes in the 

mission of The League of United 
Latin American Citizens LULAC 
is eligible to join us. Being part of 
the conversation will bring us to-
gether with all of society.

Wikipedia:
The League of United Latin 

American Citizens (LULAC) is 
the largest and oldest Hispanic and Latino civil rights 
organization in the United States.[2] It was established 
on February 17, 1929, in Corpus Christi, Texas, largely 
by Hispanics returning from World War I who sought to 
end ethnic discrimination against Latinos in the United 
States. The goal of LULAC is to advance the econom-
ic condition, educational attainment, political influence, 
housing, health, and civil rights of Hispanic people in 
the United States. LULAC uses nationwide councils 
and group community organizations to achieve all these 
goals. LULAC has about 132,000 members in the Unit-
ed States.

Council 11085 has LULAC members in the counties 
of Douglas, Johnson and Wyandotte (Kansas) – Clay 
and Jackson (Missouri).

Join us in monthly Zoom meetings – the second Tues-
day of each month at 7 p.m.

Rudy Padilla Email opkansas@swbell.net
Candice Cruz Email CandiceCruz1016@Gmail.Com

TOPEKA – Governor Laura 
Kelly announced today that for 
the first time ever, debt issued by 
the Kansas Department of Trans-
portation has been paid off early, 
resulting in a savings of $22.2 
million in interest payments. The 
Kelly Administration was able to 
pay off the debt due to strong state 
revenues and its work to close the 
Bank of KDOT. 

“Kansas taxpayers continue to 
see the benefits of our fiscal re-
sponsibility,” said Governor Laura 
Kelly. “By closing the Bank of 
KDOT and balancing the state bud-
get, my administration has saved 
taxpayers millions of dollars – all 

Kelly Administration Pays Off Transportation Debt Early, Saving $22.2M
without compromising the quality 
of our state infrastructure.” 

The now-retired C Series bonds 
issued to KDOT in 2012 initially 
had a principal of $200 million. 
This summer, KDOT was able 
to pay off the remaining $97.8 
million in principal of the 20-year 
bond, thus saving $22.2 million in 
interest. The bond was retired with 
current cash flow and without nega-
tively impacting existing programs 
or construction projects as part of 
the Eisenhower Legacy Transpor-
tation Program (IKE). Under the 
Kelly Administration, KDOT has 
increased construction lettings by 
300 percent across the state. 

From 2014 through 2018, under 
the Brownback Administration, 
the state transferred more than 
$1.7 billion from KDOT to other 
parts of the state budget – a prac-
tice known as raiding the “Bank 
of KDOT.” The state budget for 
fiscal year 2023, as approved by 
the Kansas Legislature and signed 
by Governor Kelly last April, did 
not include a transfer out of the 
agency and effectively closed the 
Bank of KDOT. 

“We are always mindful that 
this not KDOT’s money; it’s the 
taxpayers’ money and we have 
responsibility to manage it in a way 
that generates the most benefit for 
Kansans now and in the future,” 
said Transportation Secretary 
Julie Lorenz. “Saving Kansans 
$22 million and delivering IKE 

projects as promised is testament 
of that and I want to thank all our 
KDOT workers who worked hard 
to make this happen.” 

KDOT has had the authority 
to issue debt to ensure necessary 
cash flow since 1992. On a 20-year 
bond, refinancing or full payment 
can take place at the 10-year mark. 
This was the first time the agency 
was able to pay off a highway bond 
early. To date, KDOT has not issued 
bonds during the IKE program. 

“KDOT focuses on making 
sound financial and investment 
decisions that allow the agency 
to be good stewards of state re-
sources,” said Pam Anderson, In-
terim Director of Fiscal and Asset 
Management. “Saving money and 
spending wisely go hand in hand 
to make every dollar count.” 
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PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC. 
 Visit our showroom & parts dept.
 3400 Shawnee Dr. ................................262-2969

RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
 Wed. & Sunday Special
 2117 S. 34th Street .  ............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

 3730 Metropolitan Ave ..........................831-4531
PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
 2500 S 34TH ST .............. 722-0177 or 406-2379
 Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
 Deposits Federally Insured
 3004 Strong Ave. ..................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
 Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
 14th & Metropolitan

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,

KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986

Sam Davis
Agency, LLC

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has 

competitive rates for rental 
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399
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Help Wanted

Full-time Groomer
minimum 1 year 

experience.
Please call 913-722-0177 

or 913-549-0521 
for more information.

DISTRACTED
By Mark Eklund

Oh, the joy of having
someone’s Full attention.

We are so 
distracted nowadays.

Looking at our phones.
Sending a text 

(even while driving. )
Life is too FAST.

So many things to do.
Whatever happened to-

Stop and smell the roses?
Enjoy every moment.
Savor each word of 

a conversation.
Chew the delicious 

food slowly.
Sip. Don’t gulp your drink.
Give a careful visual exam.

Not a quick passing glance of 
something beautiful to behold.

Really listen to what 
is being said,

You might learn something.
Life is short,

Don’t rush though everything 
and everybody.

Slow down.
What’s your hurry?

Life in the FAST LANE
Passes much too quickly.

Looking Back...
...from page 1

well-liked by Mr. Collins and the 
two teen boys riding behind on the 
truck. Without help on heavy days 
I was constantly stopping to load 
more papers into my cloth news-
paper bag, So I really appreciated 
the help. The newspapers would be 
so thick that my boss had to leave 
more bundles of newspapers so they 
would fit in my bag at each stop.

When we finished the Central 
Avenue area, we reached 7th and 
Reynolds. Before going any farther, 
I asked Dennis to go on to the next 
Street – east side of 7th and leave a 
newspaper at the door of the used 
car lot while I loaded up on more 
newspapers. It was now about 4 
a.m. when I saw Dennis running 
up to me in the middle of the street. 
Strangely he was silent. When he 
reached me, he whispered in my ear 
“There’s a man inside there!” I was 
shocked and said, “let’s go to the 
gas station.” The night employee 
at the Clark gas station knew me 
– we asked him to call the police. 
He called the police to report that 
two newspaper boys had reported 
an intruder in the used car lot. We 
continued to work the paper route, 
not thinking the police would soon 
be there. But from a block away, 
we soon saw the police cars. They 
hollered for the man to come out. 
After a while the man did come 
out – amid many flashing lights.

The next day, the Kansas City 
Star did not do an article about the 
break-in, but the Kansas City Kan-
san newspaper did. The newspaper 
boys were not mentioned in the 
article. Dennis was disappointed 
that we were not mentioned. But 
anyway, we had a big laugh about 
the event for a long time after.
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Millions in Life 
Insurance 
Unclaimed

Insurance Commissioner Vicki 
Schmidt highlights a lost and 
found search program that can 
have a significant financial impact 
on a family. Kansans can use this 
program to search among millions 
of dollars in unpaid life insurance 
policy funds. 

“Purchasing life insurance is an 
important financial stability tool for 
families,” said Schmidt. 

Individuals can perform a nation-
wide search for missing life insur-
ance funds by providing the social 
security number, legal first name, 
legal last name, date of birth and 
date of death of a deceased individ-
ual. Searches can be performed at 
eapps.naic.org/life-policy- locator. 

If you have questions or concerns 
about a missing life insurance pol-
icy, please call 1-800-432-2484. 
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