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Kansas City, KS- Kansas 
City Kansas Fire Depart-
ment (KCKFD) and Vibrant 
Health have partnered to 
launch  WYCO Care Con-
nection  (WCC). WYCO Care 
Connection is a communi-
ty paramedicine program, 
which seeks to reduce the 
number of individuals using 
emergency medical services 
for non-emergent care. One 
of the main goals of this 
collaborative partnership is 
to bring high-quality clinical 
and support services to the 
homes of some of Wyandotte 
County’s most vulnerable 
residents. 

Program Details
WYCO Care Connection is 

an 18-month pilot program, 
the first of its kind in the Wy-
andotte County area, which 
connects residents who fre-
quently visit local emergency 
rooms with essential services 
to keep them safe and healthy 
and prevent unnecessary 
trips to the emergency room. 
The core services include 
point of care testing, medical 
and lab services, as well as 
in-depth patient assessment 
services.

This innovative community 
paramedicine model consists 
of a mobile team including a 

KCKFD and Vibrant Health 
Launch Innovative Program

Addressing Root Causes of Health Disparities in Wyandotte County

nurse practitioner and para-
medic who visit the homes of 
individuals who frequently 
call 911 or visit local emer-
gency rooms for non-emer-
gency needs. By reducing the 
number of unnecessary ER 
visits, it reduces the strain on 
the health system while also 
improving outcomes from the 
patients being served.

“We know that only a 
fraction of an individual’s 
health is determined by what 
happens inside of a clinic or 
doctor’s office. The majority of 
outcomes are based on exter-
nal factors like access to food 

or transportation,” said WCC 
Nurse Practitioner Erika Or-
tiz. “This program is helping 
us break down that barrier by 
meeting these patients where 
they are, advocating for their 
needs and connecting them 
with appropriate communi-
ty-based services.” 

Since the mid-October 
launch of the WYCO Care 
Connections program over 
30 patients have been seen. 
Many of the patients require 
extensive follow-up as well as 
case management work. This 

A New Eye in the Sky:
The James Webb Space Telescope

By Dr. Jim Haas

The eye of Man is 
about to go where no 
eye has gone before. If 
the scheduled Decem-
ber 22 launch (6:10 
am CST) goes well, 
the innovative James 
Webb Space Telescope 
(JWST) will journey 
29 days to a point 
1.5 million kilometers 
(930,000 miles) away, 
far beyond the moon’s 
orbit, known as a La-
grange point where the 
gravitational forces of the Sun, Earth, and moon balance each 
other out. The telescope can remain in a stable orbit around the 
Sun and be free of atmospheric and heat distortions. It’s also too 
far away to be visited for repairs.

Named for James Webb, NASA chief during the Apollo era of 
the 1960s, the telescope is the result of more than 20 years of 
designing, constructing, and testing by scientists and engineers 
from 14 countries led by the U.S., the E.U., and Canada. The 
JWST left California by ship in September and passed through 
the Panama Canal on its way to the European Space Agency’s 
launch facility in French Guiana on the Atlantic coast of South 
America. There it was loaded into a reliable European Ariane 5 
rocket that will carry it into space then release it for the trip to 
the distant Lagrange point.

A hundred times more powerful than the 30-year-old Hubble, 
the JWST has two main purposes: to see farther, and therefore 
further back in time, to the universe as it was 13.5 billion years 
ago, a quarter billion years after the big bang when the first stars 
and galaxies were forming; and to study potentially habitable 
exoplanets—planets outside our solar system. Since the first 
was discovered in 1996, more than 4,000 exoplanets have been 
found; the JWST will use spectroscopy to analyze their infrared 
spectrums to determine what their atmospheres contain, including 
oxygen and water.

The JWST is a spectacular feat of engineering. After release 
from its rocket, five sheets of silvery foil, thinner than ordinary 
paper and nearly the size of a tennis court, will unroll to protect 
the telescope from the heat of the Sun and Earth that would over-
whelm vital infrared data. Soon after, 18 gold-coated hexagonal 
mirrors will unfold like a flower blooming in space to form a 
single mirror as tall and wide as a two-story house. The 6.5 m 
(21 ft) mirror has an area six times as large as Hubble’s to collect 
the ancient light from the early universe.

Why invest more than two decades of work and nine billion 
dollars in the cause of seeing the early universe and studying 
exoplanets? The easy answer is that space investments have given 
us countless useful technologies from Teflon to microelectronics 
to GPS to satellite communications. But that isn’t the important 
answer. That answer, according to astronomer Bart Bok, related 
in The New Yorker by one of his students, is that it is worthwhile 
in the way that art is worthwhile. It is “what distinguishes us as 
human.” It’s more than curiosity; it’s the human drive to know.

The farthest thing we can see with the naked eye is the An-
dromeda Galaxy, but because of the speed of light, we see it as 
it was 2.5 million years ago when the Isthmus of Panama was 
still forming on Earth. We see the moon as it was 1.4 minutes 
ago. The universe is a history book, and the JWST should allow 
us to read all but the first chapter. If all goes well, we may soon 
be able to read The Beginning.
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By: Sue ReichSue’s Sudsy Soapbox

KCKFD...
...from page 1

Looks like most of the 
leaves are off the trees. 
Since it is almost Christ-

mas, they should be. I have a 
pile of them on my sidewalk 
up against the house. My 
wonderful neighbor behind 
us mulched all the ones in our 
front yard. Don’t know what I 
would do without them. Sure 
good people here. 

What is with all these death 
threats in our local high 
schools? Shooters and stab-
bers, just plain mean young-
sters around now. I still think 
this pandemic has something 
to do with it. I know I get up-
set but I don’t want to take it 
out on anyone. A lot of peo-
ple are homeschooling their 
children now. Can’t blame 
them for doing that. These 
days are really weird. Some 
are hot and the next one or 
two are cold. Just don’t put 
your jackets or gloves away, 
I am going to leave mine out 
until about next June. I am 
making out some Christmas 
cards for my customers and 
neighbors. 

Bought some Christmas 
Cactus flowers for a few spe-
cial people. Those really get 
big if they are taken care of 
right. I even bought me one, 

but I doubt if it will live very 
long. I am not a plant per-
son. Either don’t water them 
enough or too much water. I 
still have a plant from about 
16 years ago that was given 
to me when I lost a family 
member. I think that is the 
longest I have ever kept one. 
The lady that gave it to me 
passed this year. 

Had to get a new cell phone. 
My other one really got 
messed up and so we went to 
T-Mobile and got a better one. 
They keep upgrading them 
and I have to learn them all 
over again. Man, I wish they 
would just sell me one similar 
to what I had. Our first ones 
were a flip phone and now 
they are bigger and better 
supposedly. I have all kinds 
of apps on there that I don’t 
even know what they are. 

So is everyone sorta ready 
for Christmas? I hung a 
wreath on my front door, 
but not putting up a tree or 
anything extra. I put it up 
and have to take it down and 
put it away. Hey, I am at that 
age where I am getting tired 
because I have been doing 
that for many many years. 

Well, dear people, guess I 
will sign off now. Just want 
to say, MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a very HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Doesn’t seem like it will be 
2022 soon. Sure hope next 
year is a lot better than these 
last two years have been. 
Still wearing masks, had our 
shots, and being kind to ev-
eryone. Please be kind too. We 
don’t need anymore trouble 
than we have been thru these 
past couple of years. Right? 
Lvya all, really I do. Your little 
ol gal from Argentine, Sue.

These are some students that were ours at Harmon. They are all in their 40’s now. This was taken 
in the early 90’s

Mountain Grove Baptist Church. Later it was called, First Baptist Church of Turner.

program works closely with 
local hospitals and commu-
nity-based organizations to 
provide residents a seamless 
approach to care. 

“This program, while new to 
Wyandotte County, is part of 
a growing movement across 
the nation for community 
paramedicine,” expressed 
KCKFD Mark Heath. “We’re 
recognizing just how import-
ant it is to meet patients in 
their homes when trying to 
understand their needs.”

About Vibrant Health
Vibrant Health is a non-

profit Federally Qualified 

Health Center operating 
multiple locations in Wy-
andotte County. Vibrant 
Health provides primary 
medical, dental, behavioral, 
and women’s health care 
for children and adults. 
Serving more than 20,000 
patients annually, Vibrant 
Health is recognized as an 
NCQA Patient-Centered Med-
ical Home. Vibrant Health’s 
mission is to provide access 
to respectful, empowering, 
culturally sensitive, and ap-
propriate high-quality health 
care for the community, re-
gardless of socio-economic 
obstacles. More information 
about Vibrant Health can 
be found online.

You Can Still Apply For Medicare Online
By Deon Cobbins

Social Security Operations Supervisor in Kansas City, KS
Did you know that you can apply for Medicare online even if you are not ready to retire?  And it takes less 

than 10 minutes!  There are no forms to sign and usually no required documentation.  We’ll process your 
application and contact you if we need more information.  To apply for Medicare and find other important 
information, visit www.ssa.gov/benefits/medicare.

If you want to start receiving Medicare at age 65, you must apply for Medicare no earlier than three months 
before your 65th birthday and no later than three months after that birthday.  We refer to this six-month 
window of opportunity to apply for Medicare as your initial enrollment period.

Some Medicare beneficiaries may qualify for Extra Help to pay for the monthly premiums, annual deduct-
ibles, and co-payments related to the Medicare Prescription Drug program.  You must be receiving Medicare, 
have limited resources and income, and reside in one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia to qualify for 
the Extra Help.  For more information on Extra Help, visit www.ssa.gov/benefits/medicare/prescriptionhelp.

You may also want to read these publications: 
* Apply Online for Medicare — Even if You Are Not Ready to Retire at www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10530.pdf.
* When to Start Receiving Retirement Benefits at www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10147.pdf.
Help a friend or family member by sharing this information.  Our programs are here for those who need 

them. 
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

OUR LOW 
INTRODUCTORY 

RATE 
for your home 

equity line of credit

At the beginning of the twenty-fifth month, the regular rate will 
go into effect. Most home equity loans qualify for tax deductible 
interest. Consult your tax advisor for details. Please contact an 
employee for more information about fees and terms.

APR*
%  1.99

*Fixed APR for 24 months

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) is a variable 
rate line of credit that uses your primary residence 
as collateral, or security for the debt.

*Fixed APR for 6 months
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate.  The 3.99% APR is guaranteed for six months at the time 
of closing and is variable thereafter.  5.00% APR is the standard minimum for Argentine 
Federal Savings home equity lines of credit.  After the initial 6 month offer period, pricing 
will be the greater of the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate or 5.00% APR.  The maximum APR 
that can be imposed is 18%.  Subject to credit approval.  Homeowners’ property insurance 
is required.  Flood insurance may be required.  The proposed credit line together with 
any other mortgage(s) cannot exceed 80% of the value of the property.  New lines only.  
Appraisal may be required.  This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

3.99

Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ALL UTILITIES PROVIDED

SEVERAL FLOORPLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

Huge Master Suites Available
• 2 Bathrooms — 1 walk-in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

$580 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

1 Bedroom Units Available
• Laundry rooms available on-site

• Huge Parking Lots
• Doctors near by
• Banks nearby

• Exercise Room
• Craft Room

• Library Next Door
$443 per month (effective June 1, 2019)

Studios Available at $377 (effective June 1, 2019
Call for an appointment to tour the property today!!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave. 

Kansas City, Kansas 66106
913-789-0855

Xlines3030@gmail.com
Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 

on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities. 

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Linda I. Kemp, Property Supervisor
Young Management Corporation

22602 State Line Road
Bucyrus, KS 66013

913-947-3131 - 913-341-2428 (direct) TTY:711

As hol iday events 
abound, I see that Turner 
Recreation Commission 
is holding a “Movie Night 
with Santa” at Swartz 
Field at 6 pm on De-
cember 17, 2021. I hope 
everyone bundles up for 
this one. 

Rosedale Development 
Association is holding 
its second Rosedale Lu-
minary Hike at Fisher 
Park from December 13-
18, 2021. The address is 
3900 Fisher, KCK. For 
more information call 

913-677-5097 or rosedale.
org. I’m a little late in no-
tifying everyone but I just 
learned of this. Flashlights 
are encouraged.

Other Rosedale events 
on tap for the rest of De-
cember and next January 
include the following:

The final Community 
Yoga class will be held 
Saturday, December 18 
at 9 am at 1401 South-
west Blvd.

RDA is starting a 
Rosedale basketball 
league for youth ages 
8-12 on January 10, 
2022. For more info, con-
tact Victor at the above 
phone number or check 
the website.

Rosedale Future Pro-
fessionals are now ac-
cepting applications for 
new weekly cohorts (?) for 
youth grades 5-8 starting 
January 24, 2022. Con-
tact Victor for more info.

Rosedale is hiring 
youths ages 15-17 for 
their School Year Em-

ployment program. Appli-
cations will be accepted 
on a rolling basis, Apply 
today online, or contact 
the office for more info.

The Rosedale offices will 
be closed for the winter 
holidays from December 
24, 2021, thru January 
2, 2022. 

EAGLE DAYS will be held 
on Saturday, January15, 
2022 from 9am-5pm and 
Sunday, January 16,2022 
from 12pm-4pm at Schla-
gle Library and Davis Hall 
at Wyandotte County Lake 
Park. To reduce overflow 
crowds, advance reserva-
tions are required. Call 
(913) 295-8250. I’ve gone 
several times in the past 
and the kids (adults, too) 
really get excited about 
seeing and learning about 
differences among the 
birds.

Enjoy the holidays 
and…

Until next time, stay 
safe, and be kind to those 
around you. 
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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PLUMBING HEATING/COOLING

SCHULER HEATING/COOLING,LNC. 
	Visit our showroom & parts dept.
	3400 Shawnee Dr..................................262-2969

RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
	Wed. & Sunday Special
	2117 S. 34th Street . .............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

EMERSON PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Weekly Services. Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
40th & Metropolitan.................................831-3241

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

	3730 Metropolitan Ave...........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
	2500 S 34TH ST............... 722-0177 or 406-2379
	Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
	Deposits Federally Insured
	3004 Strong Ave....................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
	Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
	14th & Metropolitan

Sam Davis
Agency, LLC

ATTENTION LANDLORDS:
Shelter Insurance has 

competitive rates for rental 
properties in Missouri or Kansas.

6917 W 76th St
Overland Park, KS

Call today: Sam Davis

913-649-3399

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,
KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986
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Have The Record delivered to your 
mailbox each and every week with 

a 1-, 2- or 3-year subscription.

Take it from me,
a Record subscription just makes 

perfect sense!

RECORD SUBSCRIPTION FORM
CHECK A  

SUBSCRIPTION 
LENGTH

❒	 1-Year Subscription
	 $15.00

❒	 2-Year Subscription
	 $28.50

❒	 3-Year Subscription
	 42.00

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City_ _______________________________________

State_ ____________________ZIP________________

Home Phone _________________________________

Daytime Phone_______________________________

EXP. DATE _______/_______/_______

Name as it 
appears on card___________________________________________

Signature________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:  The Record

_  _  _  _      _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _
CARD NUMBER

Mail to: The Record
PO Box 6197

   Kansas City, KS 66106

I’m Just Goofy Over 
The Record!

Turner, Argentine & 
Rosedale community 

news... relax, we’ve got it 
in The Record!

◆	 News and Features on local 
people and places – information 
that hits home to YOU and your 
community.

◆	 Community Events – dates, 
times & locations… news you 
can use.

◆	 Area Schools – sports, activities 
and issues that affect parents, 
students and the community.
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Guest Editorial

WANTED:
Small dog, short hair, about 15 lbs. 
I have a rat terrier. Middle age. He 
is lonely. His mix collie sister, Lady. 
had to be put down. His brother Bo 
Bo put down 3 weeks before. Bo 
was my gentle giant. Moose needs 
a companion. Female(spayed) or 
gentle male (neutered). Sue Reich 
Imadotte76@gmail.com

Passings…
By Sue Reich

Dudley Potter, age 93, passed 
away on November 28, 2021. 
Turner High school and KU. 
Dudley was a successful busi-
ness owner of Southwest Ma-
rine Company for 56 years in 
Merriam, KS. He enjoyed travel-
ing through the United States in 
his RV, watching the KC Chiefs 
and KU athletics, gardening and 
was a stain glass artist. 

Mary Lou (Matthews) Harris, 
age 85, passed away on No-
vember 23, 2021.  Turner High 
school.

Jose Luis Ramirez, age 74, 
passed away on November 
28, 2021. Member of St. John 
Evangelist Catholic Church.

Benita (Holmes) Adams, age 
95, passed away November 
29, 2021. Raised in Argentine, 
graduated from Argentine High 
School in 1944.

Mark Meadows to Face 
Contempt of Congress Charges

By Tom Valverde

Meadows had served as chief of staff for the former pres-
ident. He had announced that he would appear before the 
Select Committee, then, on the following week, backed out 
and no longer wishes to make his appearance. A tactic that 
some say is a way of dragging out the proceedings. 

In addition to backing out, Meadows is now suing the 
Committee and its members instead.

House Select Committee chair, Bennie Thompson released 
a letter in response: “If, indeed Mr. Meadows refuses to 
appear, the Select Committee will be left no choice but to 
advance contempt proceedings and recommend that the 
body Mr. Meadows once served, refer him for Criminal 
prosecution. 

Meadows had already   provided documents and other 
materials to the Select Committee. These detail just how 
deeply involved and the efforts he made to have the results 
of the election overturned.

Chairman Thompson states, “Despite very broad claims 
of Executive Privilege, Mark Meadows has also provided 
documents you apparently agree are relevant and not pro-
tected by any privilege at all.”

“Those documents include: A November 7, 2020, email 
in which you discuss the appointment of alternative slates 
of electors as a part of a “Direct and collateral attack” just 
days after the election.”

“In another email from January 5, 2021 there is reference 
to a 38-page Power Point briefing titled, “Election Fraud, 
Foreign Interference and Options for January 6 that was to 
be provided, “On the hill”; and among others, a January 5, 
2021 email about having the National Guard on standby.”

Chairman Thompson’s letter goes on and he points out 
that only 3 days after the election, “The text messages that 
Mr. Meadows produced include a November 6, 2020, text 
exchange with a Member of Congress, apparently about 
appointing alternate electors in certain states as part of 
a plan that the member acknowledged would be “highly 
controversial” and to which Mr. Meadows said, “l love it!”

Meadows was involved in other efforts to overturn the 
election results. Meadows tried to have the Department of 
Justice investigate false claims of election fraud. He also 
made similar requests of several State officials to investigate 
allegations of election fraud.

“Emails show the increasingly urgent efforts by president 
Trump and his allies during the last days in office to find 
some way to undermine or even nullify, the election results.” 
Source of last quote, The New York Times.

By defying the House subpoena, Mark Meadows becomes 
the latest in a string of former administration officials and 
campaign advisers refusing to cooperate with the House 
Select Committee’s probe into January 6.

Chairman Thompson together with Rep. Liz Cheney issued 
a joint statement that in addition to contempt  charges, 
they would reveal the wide range of matters the Committee 
seeks to discuss with him, should he continue to defy the 
subpoena.

They also pointed to the more than 150 people who have 
cooperated with the investigation.

“It’s unfortunate that Mr. Meadows has chosen to join a 
very small group of witnesses who believe they are above the 
law and are defying a Select Committee subpoena outright,” 
remarked Thompson and Cheney in their joint statement.

Chaos, delay, possible obstruction and other such tactics 
are not the acts of people who have not committed a crime 
and they all seem to make themselves appear to be guilty 
by refusing to cooperate. Source USA Today.

Justice is slow, but it will come to those who choose to 
imperil Democracy.

By Murrel Bland
Business West Board hon-

ors founders
The Business West Board 

of Directors recently passed 
a resolution honoring Joe and 
Katie Maderak, the founders 
of Business West in 1985. The 
Maderaks owned Maderak 
Construction, a masonry 
company. The Board made 
the Maderaks honorary life-
time members.

Economic development 
efforts cited

Lt. Gov. David Toland 
recently told of the many 
successful efforts of new busi-
ness investments in Kansas. 
He said businesses invested 
more than $2.5 billion during 
2020 and $3.69 billion in 
2021. Among these invest-
ments was a $400 million 
project by Urban Outfitters 
at 118th Street and State 
Avenue.

Agency receives accredi-
tation

The Wyandot Behavioral 
Health Network recently 

Business West Bulletin
received accreditation for 
mental health and other re-
habilitation services from the 
Commission on Accreditation 
of Rehabilitation Facilities. 
The accreditation was for 
three years. The organization 
cited the local agency’s ded-
ication and commitment to 
improving the quality of life 
of its clients.

BPU employees help youth 
organizations

The BPU Employees Char-
ity Golf Corporation recently 
distributed $40,000 among 
youth’s serving organiza-
tions. Those receiving checks 
included the Kansas City, 
Kansas, West Kiwanis Foun-
dation, KVC Hospital, Piper 
Trap Team and the BPU Em-
ployee Foundation. The next 
tournament will be Saturday, 
Sept. 10, 2022 at Dubs Dread 
Golf Course.

Medical Center names 
emergency service leader

Angie Fincher was recently 
named the new emergency 
services director at Provi-

dence Medical Center. She 
has more than 25 years of 
nursing emergency experi-
ence, including a former staff 
nurse at Providence. She also 
managed area emergency 
rooms for St. Luke’s commu-
nity hospitals.

President signs infrastruc-
ture bill

U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids 
recently attended a bill-sign-
ing ceremony at the White 
House. President Joe Biden 
signed the bill. Rep. Davids 
serves as vice-chairperson 
of the U.S. House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure 
Committee. She said she is 
pushing to make sure that 
the Kansas Third District will 
receive funding from the bill.

It’s big red bow season: Time 
for tips to avoid car sale scams
It’s December and holiday traditions are in full swing. As 

big red bow commercials continue to signal the green light 
to shop, customers searching for the perfect car deal should 
approach each potential sale with a cautious yellow light 
mentality. Knowing how to spot unscrupulous sales tactics 
can help potential car buyers see the red light and hit the 
brakes before a car sale turns fraudulent. Here are a few 
tips for avoiding used auto scams: 

1) “Must sell now” – Whether a deeply discounted car is due 
to the seller claiming a pending military deployment, or is in 
the middle of a divorce, must-sell-now scammers will often 
request partial payment upfront as a condition to receiving 
the “good deal” on a car. Walk away if a high-pressure seller 
demands an upfront payment. 

2) Too good to be true – If a car price seems too good to 
be true, it probably is. It is good practice to approach each 
sale knowing the car’s real value by checking valuation tools 
at sites like Edmunds or Kelly Blue Book. If the car sales 
price is significantly lower than the listed valuation price, 
be suspicious. 

3)“Just needs”–Designed to lower a car buyer’s guard, 
this approach appears to be open and honest by admitting 
to a minor inexpensive flaw. However, the seller may be 
actually trying to disguise expensive flaws by hoping their 
“honesty” leads to a vehicle inspection in which the buyer 
never examines beyond the seller’s provided “just needs” 
recommendations. 

4) Paying with gift cards – If a car seller ever requests you 
make a payment using gift cards, run faster than the gin-
gerbread man. This kind of payment is nearly untraceable 
and is an ideal form of payment for scammers. The same 
can be said for requested payments via wire transfer. Most 
payments towards the purchase of an automobile are best 
executed via credit card or check. 

Along with utilizing sites like Edmunds and Kelly Blue Book, 
car shoppers should always search the vehicle identification 
number (VIN) of any potential car purchase. 
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