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Albuquerque, New Mexico; July 
16, 1945: An ammunition magazine 
exploded early today in a remote 
area of the Alamogordo Air Base 
reservation, producing a brilliant 
flash and blast, which were reported 
to be observed as far away as 
Gallup, two hundred and thirty five 
miles northwest. No casualties were 
reported.

This newspaper item was the 
only public report at the time of 
the work of physicist J. Robert 

Oppenheimer and his team of scientists 
and technicians at a secret laboratory 
at Los Alamos, New Mexico. The flash 
was that of the first atomic bomb, code-
named Trinity, that detonated when high 
explosives squeezed a plutonium sphere 
about the size of an orange to the size 
of an eyeball, simultaneously releasing 
beryllium neutrons into this supercrit-
ical mass. Ten or so of those neutrons 
hit plutonium atoms at random, starting 
a chain reaction where uncountable 
plutonium atoms flew apart, fissioned, 
transforming themselves briefly into 
every element in creation—helium, iron, 
sulphur, gold, strontium—in a few mil-
lionths of a second. In the process, Ein-
stein’s equation did its work and a gram 
or so of matter, one-third the weight of a 
penny, became energy announcing itself 
as millions of degrees of heat, millions 
of pounds of pressure, and light clearly 
visible from the moon. It fused the sand 
of the desert beneath it to glass.

The place where this happened was 
a flat, dry valley known since early 

Oppenheimer
By Dr. Jim Haas Spanish times as the Jornado del Muer-

to, the Journey of Death. It was chosen 
for its isolation and because it was 
closer to Los Alamos than other possible 
sites in southern California and Padre 
Island, Texas. 

Jornado del Muerto was a prophet-
ic name. Four hours after Trinity, the 
cruiser U.S.S. Indianapolis, carrying 
nuclear components of a bomb destined 
for Hiroshima on August 6, sailed from 
San Francisco for a B-29 base on Tinian 
Island in the western Pacific. On August 
9, another bomb was flown over Kokura 
Arsenal, but clouds obscured the aiming 
point, so it was dropped on the alterna-
tive target of Nagasaki. Within the week, 
the Japanese government surrendered 
ending World War II. After six years and 
sixty million deaths, the killing stopped.

In human terms, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were not the deadliest places 
of the time. Stalingrad and Auschwitz 
were far deadlier, and much of Tokyo 
and most other Japanese cities had been 
gutted by conventional bombing, killing 
or maiming millions. The target list for 
atom bombs was short; there weren’t 
many left to destroy. 

The moral question of targeting 
civilians had already been answered at 
London and Coventry by the Germans 
and at Hamburg, Berlin, and Dresden by 
the British and Americans. Cities were 
inviting targets.

The movie Oppenheimer is based 
on the 2005 biography American Pro-
metheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of 
J. Robert Oppenheimer by Kai Bird 
and Martin Sherwin. The book won a 
Pulitzer Prize, and the movie has de-

buted to wide acclaim including by New 
Yorker film critic Anthony Lane with his 
dry wit: When Oppenheimer learns that 
German scientists have split the atom 
and says, “That’s impossible,” Lane 
writes, “I was hoping that he’d shout out 
‘Fission: impossible!’ but you can’t have 
everything.” Lane’s review includes a 
drawing of Oppenheimer with his pipe, 
the rising smoke forming a mushroom 
cloud. 

In his 1986 Pulitzer Prize history of 
the Manhattan Project, The Making of 
the Atomic Bomb, Kansas Citian Richard 
Rhodes quotes Oppenheimer at a 1946 
staff recognition ceremony on his last 
day at Los Alamos: “[Our] pride must 
be tempered with a profound concern. 
If atomic bombs are to be added to the 
arsenals of nations … the time will come 
when mankind will curse the names of 
Los Alamos and Hiroshima.” That time 
hasn’t come. Yet.
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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

Located in the Argentine Area 
Applications are being accepted 

All Utilities Paid!
Several Floor Plans to Choose From

Huge Master Suites Available @ $ 615.00
• 2 Bathrooms – 1 walk in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

1 Bedroom and Studio Units Available 
from $412.00 - $ 563.00

Section 8 Subsidy available for qualified applicants! 
• Laundry room available on-site

• Grocery Stores Nearby
• Huge Parking Lots

• Doctors & Banks Nearby
• Exercise Room

• Library Next Door

Call for an appointment to tour the property today!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave.

Kansas City, Kansas 66106 
913-789-0855 – TTY: 711

Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 
on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities.

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of · 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Carla Schubert, Section 504 Coordinator
 Young Management Corporation 22602 State Line Road

Bucyrus, KS.  66013
913-947-3131 - TTY: 711

The “Good Bugs, Bad Bugs” 
class at the Turner Garden 
has always been a favorite 

with the Turner Summer Camp 
kids and this year was no exception.  
Don Crim, WYCO Master Gar-
dener taught the class. He brought 
plastic replicas of many insects and 
explained the differences between 
the good and bad, engaged the kids 
in deciding which was which, and 
indicated some could be both bad 
and good. After the discussion, each 

child was given a net to collect a 
bug from the garden avoiding bees 
and wasps because they sting. Once 
collected, the children had to try to 
identify each bug captured. Every-
one had a good time.

Turner Recreation’s fall schedule 
has been emailed to those who 
subscribe. If you are interested in 
receiving their emails and updates 
go to www.turnerrecreation.org. 
Along with sports activities are 
dates for Elderbearies luncheon, 
Spooktacular, Turner Days, Thanks-
giving dinner, etc.

If you have a child or grandchild 
that will be 3 or 4 years old on or 
before August 31, you might want 
to choose Turner USD202 for 
preschool. Teachers are certified. 
Transportation is provided. Options 
are full or half day sessions. By the 
end of preschool, students will be 
able to recite the alphabet, use new 
vocabulary words, count to thirty, 
play appropriately with others, put 
together simple words and much 
more. Must be fully potty trained to 
qualify. For more information, visit 
www.turnerusd202.org/preschool. 

I may be getting ahead of myself 
but if you like Jazz, a tribute to 
Charley “Bird” Parker called “Bird 
Lives!!”is being held on August 
26 from 11am-5pm, a NEKCK 
Historic Heritage Trail Kickoff and 
finale - Unveiling of Charley Parker 
mural (by “Lucky” Easterwood) 
at Community Boxing & Fitness 
Youth, 2055 N 17th, KCK. Free to 
the public, live music, bike rides 
& giveaways, 2 bouncy houses, 
family fun event, and art sale. Bring 
lawn chairs and coolers. Vendors or 
questions - contact mtownsend@
northeastkck.org. 

Volunteers are needed at Friends 
of Yates. They are looking for office 
assistants, donation organization, 
garden maintenance, and culinary 
support. For more information 
contact Carlen Davis 913 321-1566 
or email foy@friendsofyates.org.

Until next time, stay safe and be 
kind to those around you. Continue 
to pray for the brave Ukrainians 
fighting for the right to remain free.
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

FREE 
Safety 

Deposit Box 
for a year 

with new 
account opened*

*while supplies last

By Murrel Bland
The Kansas City, Kansas, Area 

Chamber of Commerce celebrated 
its legislative success, issuing its 
‘’scorecard” at a luncheon meeting 
of its Congressional Forum Friday, 
July 21 at Legends Field.

Areas of legislative concern in-
cluded early education and work-
force development, economic de-
velopment, transportation, K-12 
and post-secondary education, 
the University of Kansas Medical 
Center and the crime of battery 
against a healthcare worker. 

The Chamber opposed a child-
care bill because of potential 
unintended consequences. The 
bill passed the Kansas House 
and Senate, but was vetoed by 
Gov. Laura Kelly. The veto was 
sustained. 

A bill would allow STAR bonds 

Chamber reports on legislative success
to be used to finance major amuse-
ment parks; such projects also 
would be eligible for financing 
by special obligation bonds. The 
successful provision was part of 
the Mega budget bill that passed.

Passage of a Kansas Senate bill 
will allow the transfer of $220 mil-
lion from the State General Fund to 
the Build Kansas Matching Grant 
Fund. Local units of government 
could apply for matching funds 
for infrastructure projects. The 
Unified Government estimates 
that bridges in Wyandotte Coun-
ty need more than $1 billion in 
repairs; two of these prospective 
projects are the James Street and 
Kansas Avenue bridges. 

A Senate Bill which passed 
will allow tax credits for those 
enrolled in baccalaureate degree 
programs such as education and 

healthcare. Another successful 
House bill creates tax credits for 
apprenticeship programs.

A provision inserted in the 
Omnibus Budget bill will direct 
the Legislature to review funding 
for the proposed Cancer Center 
building at the University of 
Kansas Medical Center. 

Another successful Senate bill 

defines battery against a healthcare 
worker.

John Frederico, the lobbyist 
for the Chamber, said the 2024 
session will be affected because 
it is an election year. 

Murrel Bland is the former editor 
of The Wyandotte West and The 
Piper Press. He is a member of 
Business West. 

At the July 13, 2023, commis-
sion meeting, the Unified Gov-
ernment of Wyandotte County 
and Kansas City, Kansas (UG) 
commissioners amended an 
ordinance to reduce the impact 
fines and fees have on our com-
munity. The Board formally 

New Elimination of Court Related 
Fees Policy Adopted

amended Section 23-13 of the 
Code of Ordinances to eliminate 
all UG-related fees for people 
with Municipal Court business.

The amended ordinance elim-
inated a fee of $30 that was 



Page 4 The Record - August 3,  2023

Have The Record delivered to your 
mailbox each and every week with 

a 1-, 2- or 3-year subscription.

Take it from me,
a Record subscription just makes 

perfect sense!

RECORD SUBSCRIPTION FORM
CHECK A  

SUBSCRIPTION 
LENGTH

❒ 1-Year Subscription
 $15.00

❒ 2-Year Subscription
 $28.50

❒ 3-Year Subscription
 42.00

Name ______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

City _______________________________________

State ____________________ZIP _______________

Home Phone  ________________________________

Daytime Phone ______________________________

EXP. DATE _______/_______/_______

Name as it 
appears on card __________________________________________

Signature _______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:  The Record

_  _  _  _      _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _
CARD NUMBER

Mail to: The Record
PO Box 6197

   Kansas City, KS 66106

I’m Just Goofy Over 
The Record!

Turner, Argentine & 
Rosedale community 

news... relax, we’ve got it 
in The Record!

◆ News and Features on local 
people and places – information 
that hits home to YOU and your 
community.

◆ Community Events – dates, 
times & locations… news you 
can use.

◆ Area Schools – sports, activities 
and issues that affect parents, 
students and the community.
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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Guest Editorial

Fees Policy
...from page 3

Quotes To 
Ponder
By Tom Valverde

The criminal statutes which the 
Special Counsel, Jack Smith listed 
in his Target letter to the former 
president were in three categories 
in the Grand jury investigation 
into the role that Trump played 
in the January 6 attack on the US 
Capitol. Target letters are sent to 
put a defendant on notice of the 
sorts of felonies that he might be 
charged with.

Jack Smith listed the following 
offenses in his Target letter to the 
former president:

1. Conspiracy to commit offenses 
against or defraud the US.

2. Witness tampering
3. Deprivation of Rights under 

Color of Law
Offense #1. refers to two or more 

people entering into an agreement 
to do wrong to violate the laws of 
the United States; to defraud the 
States out of a free and free election.

Offense #2. Cassidy Hutchinson 
at first, had a White House lawyer 
who of course, was on team Trump. 
He was looking out for Trump’s best 
interests; not her interests. Later, 
she hired a new lawyer that had 
her best interests at heart. When 
she appeared before the January 6 
Committee, she told the full truth 
about crimes committed by Mark 
Meadows and Donald Trump.

Smith has a wide range of dif-
ferent crimes to be able to charge 
Trump with. The “Blue Book of 
Federal Crimes lists more than 
30 that are under the Witness 
Tampering Statute. One that Jack 
Smith may have been referring to 
in the latest Target letter is the Ob-
structing of an official proceeding. 
Hundreds of the Far-Right mob 
involved in the Capitol attack, have 
been convicted of obstruction of an 
official proceeding; the work of the 
Congress in the certification of the 
results of the presidential election.”

#3. The Depravation of Rights 
law refers to the Federal law un-
der Section 241 that’s been used 

to indict whenever someone tries 
to fraudulently interfere with an 
election. For example, there was 
a case involving stuffing a ballot 
box with fraudulent ballots. What 
does this do? It deprives all voters 
in that jurisdiction of the full value 
of their vote.

Jack Smith has identified all the 
injured parties with the breaking 
of these three laws. With #1., the 
United States is defrauded of a free 
and fair Election. In the case of #2. 
It’s the US Congress. Lastly, in #3 
it’s the American people that are 
the victims.

Other Crimes may still be 
presented by Smith. A charge of 
leading an Insurrection may still 
be coming. This one is important 
because if convicted, this Statute 
forbids the guilty party from ever 
holding public office. State crime 
convictions are also important 
because those cannot be pardoned 
by a president in the future. It is 
highly probable that Donald Trump 
will be indicted in Washington DC 
by the Grand jury for his role in 
January 6. The Special Counsel has 
been most thorough in bringing in 
evidence and key people to provide 
sworn testimony. One of those is the 
Chief counsel for Donald Trump is 
Sarah Matthews.*

In a related story in the New 
York Times that described how, 
Jack Smith is known to have 
been looking into Trump’s Save 
America PAC that raised as much 
as $250 Million. The Times story 
said that, Donors were told that the 
money was needed to fight election 
fraud, even after Trump had been 
told repeatedly that there was “no 
evidence” to back up his claims.

Telling supporters the money 
will be used for X, then not used 
for X but, instead, for Z. That’s 
the essence of fraud,” said Victoria 
Nourse, former Chief counsel for 
Joe Biden as vice-president.

*Sarah Matthews was inter-
viewed on CNN and had this to 
say about the former president, 
“He preys on his supporters, he 
lied to them and that results in 
these people giving him money. 

They think that they’re helping to 
save democracy, they think they are 
helping to save Donald Trump. All 
because they think the election was 
stolen. Yet, Trump has been told 
repeatedly that there is no election 
fraud by his claims of there being 
substantial fraud. Trump was also 
told repeatedly that he lost but, he 
is not willing to accept that fact.”

Sarah Matthews goes on, “It is 
really disgusting to see him take 
advantage of his base. Ultimately, 
that is what led to the deadly attack 
on the nation’s Capitol. These folks 
would have never been there that 
day, unless Donald Trump told 
them that Mike Pence had an 
authority to overturn the election. 
Trump was told that his vice-pres-
ident did not have that authority.”

There are so many of Trump’s 
alleged crimes and offenses to 
keep track of.  The Manhattan 
district attorney received a letter 
in 2022 from a former well-known 
Mafia prosecutor, Mark Pomerantz, 
upon his leaving the probe into the 
Trump organization The letter was 
published by the New York Times 

“There was evidence sufficient to 
establish Mr. Trump’s guilt beyond 
a shadow of a doubt of allegations 
he falsified financial statements to 

secure loans and burnish his repu-
tation as a wealthy businessman.”

It was Trump’s CFO who ulti-
mately paid for Trump’s habitual 
crimes. He was sentenced to time 
in Rikers Island prison. The In-
vestigation of Trump’s financial 
management began shortly after 
the investigation into hush money 
payments to Stormy Daniels.

The district attorney expanded its 
probe into the Trump organization 
business practices. So far, there are 
3 trials scheduled for 2024. Other 
Trump Criminal Court cases are 
also expected in the near future 
when he is charged with election 
interference in Georgia.

Most reasonable people cannot 
wait to see Trump finally be held 
to account for his multiple trans-
gressions. As of last Thursday, it 
was revealed in court under sworn 
testimony by Rudy Giuliani that he 
had fabricated the entire allegation 
of a “rigged” election in order to 
help Trump steal the 2020 election 
victory from Joe Biden.

There was never a stolen election. 
No matter what penalty all involved 
with the scheme to keep Trump in 
office, it will take years to fix the 
damages done to the United States 
by their deceit.

previously assessed automatically 
when an accused person submitted 
a plea of guilty or no contest. Ad-
ditionally, the amended ordinance 
defines a process for an ability to 
pay hearing, clarifying the options 
available to individuals without the 
financial means to pay fines and fees.

Last year, the Unified Government 
of Wyandotte County and Kansas 
City, Kansas joined the second 
cohort of the Cities & Counties for 
Fine and Fee Justice (CCFFJ) pro-
gram. With five other communities 
across the country, the Fines and 
Fees Justice Center is providing 
customized technical and strategic 
assistance concerning policy, re-
search, communications and data as 
tools to evaluate fine and fine reform. 
The cohort communities are each 
pursuing reforms that include elim-
inating criminal justice fees — the 

surcharges, penalties, and interest 
that drive up debt and make even a 
traffic ticket unaffordable for people 
living paycheck-to-paycheck.

“We have undertaken this im-
portant reform as part of the CCFFJ 
cohort,” said Administrative Judge 
Meaghan E. Shultz. “The changes 
in this ordinance not only elimi-
nate the $30.00 court costs but it 
also formalizes the ‘ability to pay’ 
process. I have been holding these 
hearings since taking the bench in 
2019 but appreciate the support of 
the Commission in formalizing these 
steps for the future.”

The Municipal Court retains the 
authority to assess fees for service 
of process, witness fees, fees for 
transcripts and depositions, fees 
for examination and evaluation, 
probation fees, community service 
fees, expungement fees, and fees for 
expenses incurred in serving a war-
rant. All state fees at the Municipal 
Court will remain in place.
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Free Food Pantry
For people who live or work in zip codes 66106 & 66103

Tuesdays: 9am-12pm • 2nd Saturdays: 10am-2pm
For questions or more information, 

The Hub Argentine
3730 Metropolitan Ave • Kansas City, KS 66106

www.thehubargentine.org • 913-831-4531 • info@thehubargentine.og

This summer, the Humane Soci-
ety of Missouri’s (HSMO) Animal 
Cruelty Task Force (ACT) has 
responded to dozens of calls from 
concerned St. Louis citizens report-
ing dogs being left in hot cars, and 
this week we’ve even rescued two 
cats. With temperatures forecast to 
be in the 100s over the next few days, 
HSMO would like to take this time 
to remind pet parents that leaving 
ANY animal in an uncooled vehicle 
during this heat is not only illegal in 
Missouri, but extremely dangerous, 
killing dozens of pets every year.

It’s important for pet owners to 
remember the Humane Society of 
Missouri’s life-saving motto:

70° & Over, Don’t Take Rover!
HSMO shares the following tips 

for keeping pets safe on hot, sunny 
days:

* Never leave a pet unattended in 
a parked car when the temperature 
is near or above 70 degrees. The 
temperature inside a car can soar 
past 100 degrees very quickly and 
temperatures above 110 degrees can 
be fatal in minutes.

* Act immediately if you see a 
distressed animal in an unattended 
car. Call the police and the Humane 
Society of Missouri’s Animal Cruel-
ty Hotline at (314) 647-4400 as soon 
as possible. A pet showing signs 
of distress such as heavy panting, 
unresponsive behavior, seizure or 
collapse, needs immediate attention.

* Apply cool water to your pet’s 
extremities if they show signs of heat 
exhaustion. If your pet is displaying 
symptoms, place a cool, wet towel 
around their neck or pour cool water 
over their body, especially the ab-
domen and between the hind legs. 

HSMO Presents Warm 
Weather Safety Tips: 

Cats Too!
Schedule an appointment with your 
veterinarian as soon as possible.

* Make sure outdoor pets always 
have access to shade and fresh clean 
water. Do not use bowls made of 
metal as they will become extremely 
hot if left out in the sun. Take fre-
quent water breaks if walking or 
jogging with your dog. If you leave 
your pet outdoors for an extended 
period, check to make sure they will 
have shaded areas all day. Asphalt 
and concrete heat up quickly. If it’s 
too hot to keep your hand on the 
pavement for 10 seconds, it is too 
hot for a dog’s paws.

* Keep pets inside when tem-
peratures exceed 90 degrees. There 
will be days when the temperature 
skyrockets and it becomes too hot 
for pets to remain outside. Bring 
them indoors and keep them in a 
safe and secure place such as the 
basement, especially if your home 
is not air conditioned. Rising tem-
peratures inside the home can be 
just as deadly as the outdoor heat.

Find all of these tips and more at 
hsmo.org/donttakerover.

To report an animal in heat-related 
jeopardy, call the Humane Society 
of Missouri Animal Cruelty Hotline 
at (314) 647-4400 and your local 
police immediately.

About the Humane Society of 
Missouri Animal Cruelty Task Force

The Humane Society of Mis-
souri’s Animal Cruelty Task Force 
(ACT) is one of the largest animal 
rescue/disaster response teams in 
the United States. For more than 
40 years, ACT has worked side by 
side with state, local and city law 
enforcement officials to investigate 
and help prosecute animal abusers.
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PO Box 6197
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BETTER
TOGETHER KC

www.bettertogetherkc.org

No appointment needed!

August 26, 2023
6:30-8 PM

1501 S 40th St, 
Kansas City KS, 66106

Free Clinic


