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Teachers
By Dr. Jim Haas

With schools back in session, it’s a 
good time to consider teachers. Most of us 
remember teachers who helped shape our 
lives, sometimes dramatically, and while 
I had many good teachers, three had out-
sized impacts, and one of them changed 
my future with nine words. 

The first was my fifth-grade teacher 
Florence Hill, whose passion was U.S. 
history. It was the 1950s, a time when 
ambitious women had few career choices, 
so many of the brightest chose teaching 
and had solid college backgrounds in the 
liberal arts, including history. Miss Hill 
(no Ms. In those days) devoted an hour 
every day to America’s story, making it 
so interesting that I began reading books 
about past people and events.

Nine years later found me at Akron Uni-
versity in a required Western Civilization 
course taught by master teacher Dr. Henry 
Vyverberg. In a packed lecture hall, he 
introduced us to the glories of Greek and 
Roman architecture and literature before 
strolling with us through the European 
Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Age of 
Reason, the Enlightenment, Romanticism, 
and on to modern times. He paced to and 
fro in front of projected images of temples, 
palaces, and paintings (pictured, Raphael’s 
The School of Athens with Plato and his 
student Aristotle), occasionally slapping 
the screen with a long pointer while telling 
a story with wit and wonder, weaving 
intellectual and artistic elements into a 
tapestry of history. It was a revelation. 

Vyverberg spoke of ideas and how 
people responded to them to shape 
the evolution of civilization. His tests 
were essays—he wanted to know what 
we thought and why based on primary 

sources. He wanted us to interpret history 
using the available facts, and I realized 
that history is not so much a record of 
what happened as of what historians think 
happened based on evidence, and what 
it meant in the long run. Big difference. 
Interpreting history made it much more in-
teresting and challenging, and the work of 
historians much more important. I signed 
up for courses in Eastern Civilization and 
for Dr. Vyverberg’s course in Modern 
Germany.

Being a music major at the time, my 
goal was to play trumpet in jazz and 
classical orchestras, but that changed after 
several friends and I spent an evening dis-
cussing our college classes with Ron Snid-
er, our former high school history teacher. 
Talk drifted to the Western Civ course we 
were all taking and to why I was the only 
one among my friends who was enjoying 
it (The others were either science or busi-
ness majors, which may explain it.). 

As we were leaving, Snider stopped 
me at the door and asked if I ever thought 

about changing my major from music 
to history. Then he said the fateful nine 
words: “Do you really think the world 
needs more entertainers?” The question 
literally stopped me in my tracks. It was 
the early sixties, the world was troubled, 
and the answer, clearly, was “No.”

I reevaluated my future. A musical ca-
reer had many negatives. Teaching history, 
on the other hand, offered positives: a 
subject so important it was required of all 
students, a subject I had gone from being 
keenly interested in to being passionate 
about, and a subject I had seen taught 
masterfully and understood at least some 
of what great teaching required. Most of 
all, teaching history seemed a way to help 
make the world better. I answered the call, 
changed my major to history education, 
and have never regretted it. 

More than a century ago, historian and 
descendent of two presidents Henry Ad-
ams wrote, “A teacher affects eternity. He 
can never tell where his influence stops.” 
Truly.
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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

CROSS-LINES 
RETIREMENT CENTER, Inc.

Located in the Argentine Area 
Applications are being accepted 

All Utilities Paid!
Several Floor Plans to Choose From

Huge Master Suites Available @ $ 615.00
• 2 Bathrooms – 1 walk in shower 

and 1 shower/tub combo
• Extremely Large bedroom

1 Bedroom and Studio Units Available 
from $412.00 - $ 563.00

Section 8 Subsidy available for qualified applicants! 
• Laundry room available on-site

• Grocery Stores Nearby
• Huge Parking Lots

• Doctors & Banks Nearby
• Exercise Room

• Library Next Door

Call for an appointment to tour the property today!

Cross-Lines Retirement Center, Inc.
3030/3100 Powell Ave.

Kansas City, Kansas 66106 
913-789-0855 – TTY: 711

Young Management Corporation and this Property do not discriminate 
on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities.

The person named below has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of · 
Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988).

Carla Schubert, Section 504 Coordinator
 Young Management Corporation 22602 State Line Road

Bucyrus, KS.  66013
913-947-3131 - TTY: 711

Last week, I wrote about the 
“Imprinting The West” exhibit at 
Wyandotte West Library. In addition 
to the previous speaker, on Sep-
tember 24 at 6:00 pm, Chief Judith 
Manthe of the Wyandot Nation Of 
Kansas will present a program on 
Wyandot history and her experience 
growing up in Wyandot in Kansas. 
The exhibit runs from September 1 
through October 20.

I learned a few weeks ago that the 
Farm Tales program is a monthly 

event at the National Agricultural 
Center.  I’ve written about it spo-
radically when I saw the brochures. 
Anyhow, this month the topic is 
applesauce. This program is free for 
kids ages 3-8 and those who may 
be home schooled. The featured 
book is   “Applesauce Day” by 
Lisa Amstutz. Kids will discover 
the different kinds of apples grown 
around Kansas City, experiment 
with apple boats, create an apple 
book, make some tasty applesauce 
to try, and meet a local farmer who 
grows apples.  The fun starts on 
September 14 at 10:30 am. You must 
preregister to reserve your spot(s). 
Email info@aghalloffame.com or 
phone 913-721-1075.

F.L. Schlagle Library is cele-
brating its 18th Annual Monarch 
Butterfly Festival Tagging on Sep-
tember16 from 10am-3pm There 
will be story time, face painting, 
butterfly walk, scavenger hunt, seed 

bomb assembly, and the butterfly 
release tent. The winners of the 
insect photography contest will be 
announced. Those photos had to be 
submitted in August and I missed 
reporting that deadline.

The “Share the Book” Group 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at The Windmill at noon. 
Each of us recommends an author 
and book or two that we have par-
ticularly enjoyed either in the past 
or the previous month. Kind of what 
I do in my column every so often. 
Please feel free to join us. I am 
curious by nature (nosy would be 

a good word). Several months past 
I read a book that was nominated 
for a Pulitzer last year called “The 
Dutch House” by Ann Patchett. I 
enjoyed it and it was not a murder 
mystery novel. I recently finished 
her latest “Tom Lake”, also not a 
mystery novel but one with a twist. 
It’s about family, love and growing 
up. It’s slow getting started but 
worth the read. 

Until next time, stay safe and be 
kind to those around you. Help our 
Lahaina friends and continue to pray 
for the brave Ukrainians fighting for 
the right to remain free.

Bucks to 
Drivers Who 
Buckle Up

This year, from August 25 through 
September 10, a safety belt awareness 
campaign called “Bucks for Buck-
les” is being held in 39 cities across 
Kansas. Local volunteers distribute 
dollar bills to drivers with all occu-
pants buckled up securely in their 
vehicle. Those riding unrestrained 
will receive educational materials 
about the effectiveness of seat belts 
and child safety seats in saving lives 
and reducing injuries.

According to the 2022 KDOT 
Seat Belt Survey, 87 percent of 
Kansans surveyed wore seat belts. 
This compares to the national 
average of 90 percent based on 
the most recent NHTSA National 
Occupant Protection Use Survey 
in 2021. Kansas ranked 38 in belt 
use in 2021 among 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. Seat belts save 
more than 15,000 lives yearly and 
are the best defense against drunk, 
aggressive and distracted drivers.
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ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
We Care!

CALL US TODAY
913-831-2004 or

913-402-1500
3004 Strong Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas

12501 Antioch Road, Overland Park, Kansas
And Online at ArgentineFed.com

FREE 
Safety 

Deposit Box 
for a year 

with new 
account opened*

*while supplies last

To celebrate Kansas students 
going back to school, Governor 
Laura Kelly joined Blue Valley 
School District leaders, teachers, 
and students in Overland Park to-
day, where she ceremonially signed 
House Substitute for Senate Bill 
113. This legislation fully funds 
K-12 education for the fifth con-
secutive year after nearly a decade 

Governor Celebrates Fully Funding Schools for the Fifth Year in a Row
of schools being 
chronically under-
funded under the 
previous adminis-
tration. 

“This year, we 
fully funded pub-
lic schools for the 
fifth year in a row 
and made histor-
ic investments in 
our K-12 system,” 
Governor Laura 
Kelly said. “Now, 

for five years running, schools have 
been much better positioned to offer 
after-school activities, to provide 
critical intervention services to stu-
dents who need additional support, 
and to pay teachers much closer to 
what they deserve. But our work 
isn’t done. When the legislators 
return in 2024, we must work 

together to put Kansas on the path 
to fully fund special education.” 

Governor Kelly’s visit to Indian 
Valley Elementary began with a 
brief tour of the school led by 5th 
grade students. 

“We know that our most im-
portant asset in Blue Valley is our 
amazing staff,” said Dr. Tonya 
Merrigan, Superintendent of Blue 
Valley Schools. “Fully funding 
schools allowed us to provide a 
significant raise for this group who 
works so hard for our students.” 

In May, Kelly also line-item 
vetoed aspects of SB 113 to protect 
funding for rural schools facing 
declining enrollment. While the bill 
includes a $7.5 million increase in 
funding for special education, it does 
not include the $72 million Governor 
Kelly called for throughout the leg-
islative session. More information 

about the bill’s historic investments 
can be found HERE. 

“We appreciate Governor Kel-
ly’s strong commitment to public 
education and her efforts to fully 
fund public education as the Kansas 
Constitution requires,” said Patty 
Logan, chair of parent group Stand 
Up Blue Valley: Families for Our 
Schools. “We want to remind Blue 
Valley voters that the Kansas legis-
lature’s failure to fully fund excess 
special education costs causes 
Blue Valley Schools to redirect 
millions of dollars from critical 
general education needs to special 
education – negatively impacting 
ALL students in our district. We 
call on the legislature to do the right 
thing and vote to fully fund excess 
special education costs, especially 
legislators from Blue Valley who 
claim to support our schools.” 
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Have The Record delivered to your 
mailbox each and every week with 

a 1-, 2- or 3-year subscription.

Take it from me,
a Record subscription just makes 

perfect sense!

RECORD SUBSCRIPTION FORM
CHECK A  

SUBSCRIPTION 
LENGTH

❒ 1-Year Subscription
 $15.00

❒ 2-Year Subscription
 $28.50

❒ 3-Year Subscription
 42.00

Name ______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

City _______________________________________

State ____________________ZIP _______________

Home Phone  ________________________________

Daytime Phone ______________________________

EXP. DATE _______/_______/_______

Name as it 
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Please make checks payable to:  The Record
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CARD NUMBER

Mail to: The Record
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I’m Just Goofy Over 
The Record!

Turner, Argentine & 
Rosedale community 

news... relax, we’ve got it 
in The Record!

◆ News and Features on local 
people and places – information 
that hits home to YOU and your 
community.

◆ Community Events – dates, 
times & locations… news you 
can use.

◆ Area Schools – sports, activities 
and issues that affect parents, 
students and the community.
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.
Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community 
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at www.harvesters.org

HV_3893_WyndotteEcho_ad_01.indd   1 8/15/11   6:08 PM
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Guest Editorial
Quotes To 
Ponder
By Tom Valverde

Trump has been indicted on 78 
felony charges in 2 Federal cases and 
1 State case. He is under investiga-
tion elsewhere. So these indictments 
break down as follows:

34 Felony charges in the hush 
money payments made to Stormy 

Daniels. 40 Felony charges in the 
mishandling of classified documents 
and illegal retention of them case. 
RICO charges against Trump and 18 
other co-defendants for their scheme 
to steal the election win from Joe 
Biden. New York State’s investiga-
tion into the Trump organization’s 
business practices of manipulating 
property valuations to get tax breaks 
and better terms on loans and insur-

ance rates.
The Washington Post

Horrible District Attorney from 
just a little while ago. From essential-
ly Atlanta, which is Fulton county. 
She said basically, l don’t have the 
right to challenge an election. The 
District Attorney Fani, Fani Willis 
in Atlanta -- she’s getting killed.

Donald Trump

I think I’d like to step back and 
talk about the complicity of certain 
parts of the media. In New York, the 

Alvin Bragg case is really about the 
confluence of the National Enquirer 
and Trump in terms of keeping 
information from the public. The 
Dominion voting machines case, 
where they won their suit, was about 
FOX News being complicit in order 
to increase their share of clicks and 
viewers with Trump and his allies. 
To comment on what Trump said, 
well, it is not true. It is factually 
false and it’s the kind of thing that 
should be challenged by somebody 
who is actually a member of the news 
media, as opposed to some kind of 
public figure who isn’t a journalist. 
[Trump was interviewed by former 
FOX personality, Tucker Carlson.]

That is a real problem in terms of 
going out to Republicans, this idea 
that Donald Trump is being prose-
cuted simply because he challenged 
an election. Well, as you know, he 
challenged the election in over 60 
Courts. He had his day in court, 
repeatedly and he lost all of those 
suits. [All for lack of evidence.] So, 
no one is denying Trump his right to 
challenge the election. But, that he 
took the law into his own hands! That 
is what he is being charged with. And, 
he will also have his day in court as 
a criminal defendant to challenge the 
Government’s proof on those issues, 
like any other defendant.

Andrew Weissman
Former Chief Counsel at the 

DOJ and Former
New York Prosecutor

Last Thursday, Trump surren-
dered at the Fulton county jail to 
be booked. Trump is the first former 
president to have a mugshot taken of 
him. All of the felonies were of his 
own doing and now he is a criminal 
defendant in a RICO case in Georgia, 
another first for a former president.

Andrew Weissman’s remarks re-
veal just how little push back Trump 
has ever received from the far right 
news outlets. Unfortunately, many 
of his supporters have seemingly lost 
the ability to think critically and take 
his lies as being the truth. Once a lie 
is repeatedly told it, over time, is 
then regarded as factual.  And when 
Republican politicians continue to 
say that they would vote for Donald 
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Quotes to Ponder...
...from page 6
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3730 Metropolitan Ave • Kansas City, KS 66106
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Trump it gives the impression that 
there is nothing to suspect as to any 
of his malfeasance while he was 
president. Trump babels on about the 
investigations being a “Witch hunt,” 
so his allies believe this and ignore 
the true facts. Even worse, these 
people are impossible to reach by 
any means of persuasion. And there 
is very little in the way of governing 
being done by the Republicans in 
DC. It’s all about retribution and 
obstruction. 

In spite of the lack of cooperation 
President Biden has an impressive 
track record with many significant 

(First published 8-31-23)   1t-The Record-8-31-23

pieces of legislation passed to ben-
efit the country and the American 
people. Trump is expected to go 
through his multiple Criminal Court 
trials and campaign for president. 
It will have to be seen whether he 
has the stamina to go through it all. 
Trump’s troubles increase as now, 
his wife, Melania says that she would 
file for divorce if Trump uses their 
son, Baron for anything involving 
his campaign. 

One thing is certain, this State 
trial in Georgia has restored the 
sense of equal justice for all.  The 
District Attorney, Fani Willis has set 
a trial start date of October 23, 2023. 
Justice must prevail in order for the 
US to return to being a country of 
law and order. 

Manifest Destiny, Real and 
Imagined on September 1

KANSAS CITY, Kan. – Throughout the nineteenth century as Americans 
pushed west toward the Pacific, they were fascinated by westward expansion 
in North America. Printed imagery—lithographs and engravings—played 
an important role in the dissemination of knowledge and

understanding about the West and its inhabitants. Now visitors to Kan-
sas City, Kansas Public Library’s new exhibition, Imprinting the West: 
Manifest Destiny, Real and Imagined, opening September 1, will see 48 
hand-colored engravings and lithographs that explore these depictions and 
the influence the artists had on the perception of the wild west. To learn 
more, visit kckplprograms.org/imprintingthewest

In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson purchased the expansive territory, 
known as Louisiana from Napoleon, King of France. This transaction 
extended the young country’s boundaries by 828,000 square miles, includ-
ing all of present-day Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and 
parts of Colorado, Louisiana, Minnesota, Montana, New Mexico, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming. The Louisiana Purchase set 
the stage for exploration, migration and settlement, in addition to strug-
gle and conflict. Convinced that God wanted the country to extend to the 
Pacific Coast—the idea called “Manifest Destiny”—scores of Americans, 
including painters and printmakers, moved west.

The westward expansion in the nineteenth century was closely inter-
twined with the experiences of the native peoples. The exhibition’s artists, 
including George Catlin and Frederic Remington, sought to document the 
indigenous people of the west along with migration to the west. Artists 
often accompanied governmental geographical surveys and created images 
to illustrate official publications. Others sold engravings to popular peri-
odicals, such as Harper’s Weekly, or to the mass market. Whether real or 
imagined, these lithographs and engravings informed the rest of America 
and the world about Native Americans and America’s western landscapes 
and its natural resources. 

The library is hosting an opening reception on September 7 featuring Dr. 
Eric Anderson, Ph.D., Professor of History at Haskell University, who will 
speak about the exhibit and this time in history. Other programs include a 
presentation by Chief Judith Manthe on September 14 about growing up 
Wyandot in Kansas, and a book club series focuses on Native American 
identity and experience. 
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