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Ralph Eugene 
Brightwell, born 
on November 8, 
1935, in Kansas 
City, Ks, passed 
away peaceful-
ly on June 10, 
2025, surrounded 
by family.

Ralph was a 
man of many tal-
ents and even 

more interests. He spent his career shap-
ing young minds as a high school teacher, 
coach, and guidance counselor. If you 
were lucky enough to be his student, you 

Obituary - Ralph Brightwell
November 8, 1935 — June 10, 2025

knew that education was not just about 
books but also about how to live your best 
life. Ralph’s classroom was wherever he 
happened to be at the moment.

A proud member of the National Educa-
tion Association (NEA), Ralph served on 
both state and local boards. His dedication 
earned him accolades, including the Caw 
Valley Junior Chamber of Commerce Young 
Educator of the Year and the Kansas City 
Public Schools “Reason to Believe” award 
in 2004. Ralph also held a term as Presi-
dent of the Argentine Optimist Club, where 
he was known for his warmth and humor.

Several weeks 
ago, Nancy 
Calkins and 

I were looking 
through some pho-
tos on our phones. 
I mentioned that 
I had wanted to 
change my col-
umn picture in The 
Record since right 
after covid, but I 
was no good at 

selfies and I am not the least bit photogenic. 
Prior to our discussion one of our lunch group, 
Phyllis Ray passed. Her daughter Gina said that 
her mom had always wanted her family and 
friends to celebrate her life and hold a garden 
party with fancy hats and colorful clothes. On 
June 7, we gathered at the Turner Garden. The 
Sweet Adelines from Sedalia, Platte County, 
KCMO, Topeka, and Lawrence joined together 
and performed several songs. Phyllis would 
have been pleased, music was a big part of her 

life, and she enjoyed being a Sweet Adeline. 
While there, Nancy took several pictures, one 
of me. Calvin said, “You should replace that old 
picture of you in “The Record” and so I have.

I picked up a flyer at the Landon Center 
for residents of Wyandotte County who need 
a ride to a Medical Appointment. The Wy-
andotte/Leavenworth Area Agency on Aging 
has partnered with Assisted Transportation to 

provide 2 roundtrips to medical appointments. 
Participation is this program is subject to the 
applicant meeting all state and federal eligi-
bility requirements under the Older American 
Act. Funding for the program is provided by 
the Kansas Dept for Aging and Disability. For 
intake and assessment, contact Rik Van Dyke 
at 913-573-8566 Once qualified call at least 30 
days in advance to schedule a ride.

Attend the Korean-Vietnam Conflict Me-
morial Re-Dedication Ceremony at Wyandotte 
County Lake Park on June 28 from 9am-10am. 
The memorial has been updated. The ceremo-
ny will recognize the service and sacrifice of 
those who fought in the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars.  The park is located at 91& Leavenworth 
Rd.	   

KCKFD Mission Ready is holding Firefighter 
Fun & Family Day at the Legends Outlet Mall 
on June 28 from 12pm-2pm. This is a free event 
packed with exciting educational activities that 
honor our local heroes and teach valuable fire 
prevention skills.

The Turner Recreation Commission is 
celebrating Independence Day with fireworks 
at Pierson Park on June 30. The show starts 
at 9:45pm. Bring your blanket or chairs and 
enjoy the show.

That’s it for now. Until next time, stay safe, 
and be kind to those around you. 



Page 2	 The Record - June 26,  2025

   The Record 
Publications, LLC

Publishers of The Record

Brightwell Obit...
...from page 1

(913) 362-1988

Jon A. Males
Owner/Publisher/Editor

Policy On Opinion
All statements of implication or 

opinions contained in editorial, col-
umnist, or advertising materials in this 
publication represent only the view 
of the author or advertiser.

The Record (USPS No. 002269) 
is published weekly every Thursday 
by The Record Publications at 14690 
Parallel Rd, Basehor KS 66007. 
Newsstand price, single copy, 35 
cents; subscription price per year, 
$16.13. For editorial, display, and 
classified advertising information 
call 362-1988. Periodical  postage 
paid at Kansas City, Kansas 66110. 
Postmaster: Send address changes 
to The Record, P.O. Box 6197, Kan-
sas City, Kansas  66106-0197

© 2025  by The Record Publications, 
LLC. Kansas City, Kansas.  All rights 
reserved.  No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in any form or by 
any means without expressed written 
consent from the publisher.

People wanting to make a lifesav-
ing difference in the Greater Kansas 
City area now have the chance to 
donate blood and platelets at the 
new American Red Cross Blood 
Donation Center in Overland Park.

On Friday, June 27, the donation 
center will begin collecting blood 
and platelet donations for patients, 
such as those battling cancer, acci-
dent victims, transplant recipients 
and those living with sickle cell 
disease.

Red Cross Blood Donation Center
6301 W. 135th St., Ste. C Over-

land Park, KS 66223
Hours of Operation:
Tuesday & Wednesday: 10am-

6pm
Friday & Saturday: 7am-3pm
This is the first time donors are 

able to give platelets with the Red 
Cross in the Greater Kansas City and 
Northwest Missouri area. Platelets 
are the clotting portion of blood and 

Red Cross to offer new opportunity to 
help save lives in Greater Kansas City area

are needed for many reasons, but 
they are primarily given to cancer 
patients. These tiny cells have a very 
short shelf life – just five days from 
the time they are donated – so there 
is a constant, often critical, need for 
new and current donors to give to 
keep up with hospital demand for 
platelets.

Having a readily available blood 
supply is vital for patients whose 
survival depends on transfusions. 
Donating blood is essential to com-
munity health, and volunteer donors 
are the only source of blood for those 
in need. By making an appointment 
to give blood or platelets at the 
Red Criss Blood Donation Center, 
donors can feel good knowing that 
they may be helping patients not 
only in their community, but also 
their family and friends across the 
nation.

“From mothers experiencing 
childbirth complications to those 
facing trauma situations in the 
emergency room, many of us may 
be connected to someone who has 
relied on lifesaving blood products,” 
said JoAnn Woody, Executive Direc-
tor of the Greater Kansas City and 
Northwest Missouri Cross Region. 
“The Red Cross is pleased to offer 
donors this new opportunity to help 
provide hope, healing and access to 
treatment for patients in need.”

In addition to the Red Cross Blood 
Donation Center, individuals will 

also continue to be able to give blood 
at Red Cross blood drives across the 
Greater Kansas City and Northwest 
Missouri community.

How to donate blood or platelets
Simply download the American 

Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 
or enable the Blood Donor Skill 
on any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or for more 
information. All blood types are 
needed to ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. A blood donor card or 
driver’s license or two other forms 
of identification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who are 17 
years of age in most states (16 with 
parental consent where allowed by 
state law), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good health may 
be eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 18 
years of age and younger also have 
to meet certain height and weight 
requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can 
save time at their next donation by 
using RapidPass® to complete their 
pre-donation reading and health 
history questionnaire online, on 
the day of their donation, before 
arriving at the blood drive. To get 
started, follow the instructions at 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or 
use the Blood Donor App.

Blood donation safety precau-

tions
To protect the health and safety 

of Red Cross staff and donors, in-
dividuals who do not feel well or 
who believe they may be ill with 
COVID-19 should postpone their 
donation.

Each Red Cross blood drive and 
donation center follows the highest 
standards of safety and infection 
control, and additional precautions 
– including temperature checks, 
social distancing and face masks for 
donors and staff – have been imple-
mented to help protect the health of 
all those in attendance. Donors are 
asked to schedule an appointment 
prior to arriving at the drive and are 
required to wear a face mask while at 
the drive, in alignment with Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
public guidance.  

About the American Red Cross
The American Red Cross shel-

ters, feeds and provides emotional 
support to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40% of the nation’s 
blood; teaches skills that save lives; 
provides international humanitarian 
aid; and supports military members 
and their families. The Red Cross 
is a not-for-profit organization that 
depends on volunteers and the 
generosity of the American public 
to perform its mission. For more 
information, please visit redcross.
org or cruzrojaamericana.org, or 
visit us on Twitter at @RedCross.

In addition to his professional 
life, Ralph had a wanderlust 
that took him on RV caravan 
trips across the US, Canada, 
and Mexico, as well as multi-
ple Elderhostel tours abroad. 
His favorite vacation spots 
included the idyllic shores of 
Maui, Hawaii, and the serene 
beaches of the Outer Banks, 
North Carolina. When he 
wasn’t traveling, Ralph could 
be found creating beautiful 

stained glass artwork, which he 
shared with family and friends.

Ralph was preceded in death 
by his parents, Victor and Hilda 
Brightwell, and his in-laws, Otis 
and Marguerette Irons. He is 
survived by his loving wife, 
Carole Brightwell, who was his 
partner in all adventures, big 
and small. His legacy contin-
ues through his children, Barry 
Brightwell (Patricia), Peggy 
Lynnes (Kevin), and Teri Rose 
(Mark). Ralph’s grandchildren, 
Ashley Anderson (Sean), 
Megan Pemberton (Donald), 
Kenneth Lynnes (Elizabeth), 

Tiffany Cook (John), Pat-
rick Brightwell, and Amelia 
McCollum (Jeff), along with 
great-grandchildren Lucas, 
Ryan, Stella, John, Mac, Ad-
dison, Maggie, Caroline, and 
Sorin, will carry forward his 
spirit of curiosity and joy.

A celebration of Ralph’s life 
was held on June 18 at Amos 
Family Funeral Home. 

Ralph Eugene Brightwell 
lived a life full of adventure, 
laughter, and love. Though he 
may have left this world, his 
spirit will forever inspire those 
who knew him.
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Purchase or Refinance 
• Low Cost 
• Conventional, VA, FHA, USDA 
• Rehab and Investment Properties 

• Fast Approvals  
• Competitive Rates 
• Local Personal Support 

Call and talk to a loan officer today 
913-402-1500 or 913-831-2004 

 

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS 
One stop local banking since 1906 

UnitedHealthcare Invests $20,000 in Special Olympics 
Kansas Healthy Athletes® Program

Special Olympics Kansas announced today that UnitedHealthcare has provided a $20,000 invest-
ment to support the organization’s Healthy Athletes® program, which offers free health screenings 
and education to athletes with intellectual disabilities. The donation was celebrated with a check 
presentation at the Opening Ceremonies of the 2025 Special Olympics Kansas Summer Games at 
Maize High School.

UnitedHealthcare’s support helps ensure that Special Olympics Kansas athletes have access to vital 
health resources, including vision, hearing, dental, fitness, and emotional well-being screenings, at no 
cost. The Healthy Athletes program aims to improve athletes’ health outcomes and remove barriers 
to care for individuals with intellectual disabilities.

“We are deeply grateful to UnitedHealthcare for their commitment to the health and well-being 
of our athletes,” said Ryan Warren, Director of Strategic Development of Special Olympics Kansas. 
“Their investment directly impacts the lives of hundreds of athletes who count on these services to 
compete, thrive, and live healthy lives.”

Representatives from UnitedHealthcare joined Special Olympics Kansas leadership and athletes 
at the Summer Games for the ceremonial check presentation, reinforcing their shared mission to 
promote inclusion, health equity, and access to care.

For more information about the Healthy Athletes program or how to support Special Olympics Kansas, visit www.soks.org.
ABOUT SPECIAL OLYMPICS KANSAS
Special Olympics Kansas is dedicated to empowering individuals with intellectual disabilities to become physically fit, productive and respected 

members of society through sports competitions, health and nutrition programs and leadership development. Offering year-round initiatives to 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities, Special Olympics Kansas is a platform for acceptance and inclusion as well as one of the largest 
advocates for healthy lifestyles in the state - regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, or cultural differences.

It is our belief that participation in sports enables challenges and opportunities to be introduced to the participants, teaching them teamwork, 
decision making, leadership, goal-setting, perseverance, commitment and sportsmanship, while developing self-confidence, self-esteem, character, 
and integrity.

Special Olympics
The Mark in Different Languages

resources.SpecialOlympics.org/brand
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RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
	Wed. & Sunday Special
	2117 S. 34th Street . .............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

	3730 Metropolitan Ave...........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
	2500 S 34TH ST............... 722-0177 or 406-2379
	Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
	Deposits Federally Insured
	3004 Strong Ave....................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
	Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
	14th & Metropolitan

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,

KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986

Are you planning a new project involving digging?
Do the smart thing!

CALL 811 -- 48 hours
Before digging.

Prevent power outages and personal injuries.
Please share this with your family and friends
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Have The Record delivered to your 
mailbox each and every week with 

a 1-, 2- or 3-year subscription.

Take it from me,
a Record subscription just makes 

perfect sense!

RECORD SUBSCRIPTION FORM
CHECK A  

SUBSCRIPTION 
LENGTH

❒	 1-Year Subscription
	 $15.00

❒	 2-Year Subscription
	 $28.50

❒	 3-Year Subscription
	 42.00

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City_ _______________________________________

State_ ____________________ZIP________________

Home Phone _________________________________

Daytime Phone_______________________________

EXP. DATE _______/_______/_______

Name as it 
appears on card___________________________________________

Signature________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:  The Record

_  _  _  _      _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _
CARD NUMBER

Mail to: The Record
PO Box 6197

   Kansas City, KS 66106

I’m Just Goofy Over 
The Record!

Turner, Argentine & 
Rosedale community 

news... relax, we’ve got it 
in The Record!

◆	 News and Features on local 
people and places – information 
that hits home to YOU and your 
community.

◆	 Community Events – dates, 
times & locations… news you 
can use.

◆	 Area Schools – sports, activities 
and issues that affect parents, 
students and the community.
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Simmons Senior Housing   
an income-based 55+ Community

@ 1404 S 37th St   
Spacious loft apartments available

CALL: 877-939-2457 

Laundry facilities on-site 
Access to off-street parking 

Easy access to buses 
Storage space available 

Income limits apply 
We accept vouchers 

“Equal Housing Opportunity” 

Cross-Lines Retirement 
Center                           

an income-based 55+ Community 
@ 3030 Powell Ave   
Renovated 1BR apts available 
CALL: 844-988-1214 

 
Laundry facilities on-site 

Access to off-street parking 
Easy access to buses 

Community space available 
 

Income limits apply 
Rent based on income 

“Equal Housing Opportunity” 

Don’t fall for 
fake KDOT 
traffic ticket 
demands

The Kansas Department of Trans-
portation (KDOT) is warning about 
a new scam circulating via text mes-
sage. The texts falsely claim to be 
from KDOT and demand payment 
for outstanding traffic tickets.

KDOT does not collect money 
for traffic tickets and will never 
request or collect payments through 
text messages. These messages are 
not legitimate.

Do not click or open any links 
within these scam texts. Clicking 
on these links could expose your 
personal and financial information 
to scammers. Never share sensitive 
personal or financial details via text 
message or by clicking unknown 
links.

Stay informed about official 
KDOT information by visiting our 
official website at  ksdot.gov  and 
our verified social media channels.

Potential tax benefits for homeowners
Owning a home costs money, but there are tax benefits available to help homeowners save on some of 

common costs of homeownership. Homeowners should review the tax deductions, programs and housing 
allowances to see if they are eligible.

Deductible house-related expenses
Most home buyers take out a mortgage to buy their home and make monthly payments to the mortgage 

holder which may bundle other home-related costs. 
Taxpayers must itemize their deductions to deduct homeownership expenses. 
The costs the homeowner can deduct are:
* State and local real estate taxes, subject to the $10,000 limit.
* Home mortgage interest, within the allowed limits.
Homeowners can’t deduct any of the following items:
* Insurance including fire and comprehensive coverage and title insurance.
* The amount applied to reduce the principal of the mortgage.
* Wages paid to domestic help.
* Depreciation.
* The cost of utilities, such as gas, electricity or water.
* Most settlement or closing costs
* Forfeited deposits, down payments or earnest money.
* Internet or Wi-Fi system or service.
* Homeowners’ association fees, condominium association fees or common charges.
* Home repairs.
Mortgage Interest Credit
The Mortgage Interest Credit helps people with lower income afford homeownership. Those who qualify 

can claim the credit each year for part of the home mortgage interest paid. A homeowner may be eligible for 
the credit if they were issued a qualified Mortgage Credit Certificate from their state or local government. 

Ministers and military housing allowance
Ministers and members of the uniformed services who receive a nontaxable housing allowance can still 

deduct their real estate taxes and home mortgage interest. They don’t have to reduce their deductions based 
on the allowance.
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We’ll help you get your CDL license.
We welcome seasoned and licensed drivers!

FRESH
 NEW CAREER

Great Pay, Flexibility, Benefits

Text "Jobs" to 
(669) 444-4815 or

Scan to learn more. 

WE ARE HIRING CDL
YELLOW BUS DRIVERS 

Questions or want to discuss our open positions
call Stephanie at 913-724-5437 ext. 107.


