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Comin’ & Goin’ Turner Style

By Sharon Hoover

I am going out 
on a limb today. 
I received the 

WYCARSP News-
letter. WYCARSP 
stands for Wyan-
dotte County As-
sociation of Retired 
School Personnel. I 
was not an educator 
nor worked in any 
educational institu-
tion, but I’ve taken 

a lot of classes in my time, and I respect the 
profession. The group’s next luncheon meeting 
is September 2, 2025, at 11:45am at Wyandotte 
United Methodist Church, 7901 Oakland, KCK 
66112.  Reservations are due by Wednesday 
August 27, 2025. They are asking members to 
bring a friend, and I am sure there are retired 

school personnel that would like to connect with 
old colleagues. The speaker is Jon Harding, Su-
perintendent of the Kansas School for the Blind, 
who will discuss the school, campus activities, 
and the outreach across the state of Kansas. To 
make reservations, call these numbers: last name 
starting A-H Kathy Cross 816-510-8287; I-Q 
Sally Day 913-649-6975; R-Z Mario Tommer 
913-594-2024.  I hope I have not overstepped. 

Included in the newsletter were the names of 
many educators that have passed in the last six 
months. I found three that had ties to Turner, 
Argentine and Rosedale. The following are not 
obituaries.

Ed Shutt II, graduate of Turner High School, 
was the author of “Silver City, A History of the 
Argentine Community of Kansa City, Kansas”.

Billy “Bill” Todd, the first principal of J.C. 
Harmon High School. His brother was KCKPS 
Administrator, Geoge Todd, Jr.

George Todd, Jr. was my math teacher at 
Central Junior High. I had only had female 
teachers, and he was the first male teacher. 
I didn’t have a crush on him, but I thought 
he was very handsome.  His brother was Bill 
Todd, KCKPS School Administrator.

Speaking of schools, the KC Farm School 
on Gibbs is holding its annual Fall Plant Sale 
on August 30 from 9am -2pm. They will be 
selling fall starters and perennials. Park at is 
2443 S. 42nd and walk over to the Quell-Davis 
greenhouse.

On September 12, the Memorial Hall 
Celebration continues for the public from 
5:30pm- 8:30 pm. Enjoy music and dancing 
inside from the band “Stranded in the Park”.  
DJ Joe will be on the front patio spinning his 
tunes.  Streets will be blocked off for activities 
and food trucks. Newly renovated veterans’ 
rooms will be unveiled with historical pieces 
from the early 1900s. 

That’s it for now. Until next time, stay safe 
and be kind to those around you.  

• Many Kansas families hit by emotional up-
sells, vague contracts, and overpriced packages 
they never asked for.

• Many funeral homes still fail to post full 
prices online, making it easy to exploit the 
unprepared.

• Expert advice on the warning signs when 
dealing with funeral providers.

It’s never easy to deal with the aftermath of 
losing a loved one - there are emotional, logistic 
and financial considerations to think about, and 
all this is particularly hard when you’re in the 
middle of grieving. But there’s another blow that 
can hit families hard: excessive, but sometimes 
avoidable, funeral costs.  

An expert at a leading life insurance agency is 
sounding the alarm over a little-known financial 
trap that could cost grieving families thousands: 
exploitative funeral pricing. From inflated 
“convenience” bundles to emotional upsells 
and misleading prepaid plans, many Kansans 

Expert Warns Kansans on the ‘Upsell’ Tactics 
Driving Funeral Costs Sky High

are being hit with unexpected charges when 
they’re least equipped to push back.

So, how much are we talking? According to a 
2023 report from the National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA), the median cost of a funer-
al with viewing and burial is a pretty significant 
$8,300 or $9,995 if you add a vault, while a 
cremation funeral averages $6,280. That’s even 
before any “extras” are added - such as which 
type of coffin you require and what material it’s 
made from; what kind of service you require 
(e.g. with music, readings, a memorial book, 
etc); whether you want special transportation 
such as a limousine; and, of course, flowers. 

Unfortunately, in the eyes of some funeral 
providers, these aren’t seen as optional extras 
at all, meaning that just as you’re at your most 
vulnerable, you’re ripe for exploitation by 
less-than-ethical companies.

“Many families often feel guilt-tripped or 
manipulated into spending thousands more than 

they planned,” says Anthony Martin, founder of 
Choice Mutual. “Grief is not a sales opportunity 
- but unfortunately, that’s how some operators 
treat it. We’re talking high pressure sales tactics 
and vague pricing practices.” 

The Most Common Pricing Pitfalls
Martin reveals that there are several tactics 

funeral homes use to inflate costs without always 
being transparent:

• Bundled Packages That Hide Fees
Being presented with one ultimate price which 

covers everything may seem like the height of 
convenience, giving you one less thing to worry 
about, but beware - they can include unnecessary 
services such as printed memorial cards, high-
end transportation, or upgraded caskets, which 
you might not want or be able to afford. In many 
cases, purchasing only the items you need on an 
‘a la carte’ basis will be much more economical.
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Funeral Costs...
...from page 2

• Emotional Pressure and Up-
selling

Don’t fall for statements such as, 
“Wouldn’t your loved one want the 
best?”, which can be used to coax 
families into costly upgrades that 
offer little practical benefit. As harsh 
as it sounds, your loved one isn’t 
going to know whether you went 
for the mahogany or oak casket, 
or whether it had brass or chrome 
handles. 

• Casket Confusion
Many people don’t realize that 

if a loved one is being cremated, a 
casket is not actually required. An 
inexpensive alternative container 
is legally sufficient in every state, 
such as a firm cardboard or fiber-
board box.

Know Your Rights: The FTC’s 
“Funeral Rule”

The Funeral Rule was introduced 
in 1984 and enforced by the Fed-
eral Trade Commission (FTC), to 
protect consumers. It guarantees 

several key rights, including:
• The right to an itemized price 

list before discussing arrangements.
• The right to refuse package deals 

that include unwanted products or 
services.

• The right to buy a casket or urn 
from a third party, without penalty.

• The right to receive a written 
cost breakdown before making any 
payments.

As ever, though, these rights are 
often hard to apply in practice. In 
2022, a joint study by the Funeral 
Consumers Alliance (FCA) and the 
Consumer Federation of America 
(CFA) surveyed 1,046 funeral 
homes across 35 U.S. state capi-
tals. Only 18% had full price lists 
posted online - but even this is only 
a marginal improvement from 16% 
in 2017, despite long-standing FTC 
guidelines.

The FTC is now reviewing 
whether to obligate funeral homes 
to publish all their prices online - 
something Martin believes is long 
overdue.

Red Flags to Watch For
Martin advises Kansans to stay 

alert for the following warning 
signs when dealing with funeral 
providers:

• No itemized price list provided 
before discussing services.

• Pressure to “do the right thing” 
by choosing more expensive op-
tions.

• Being told a casket is required 
for cremation (it’s not).

• Vagueness around what’s in-
cluded in prepaid funeral contracts.

• Any suggestion that embalming 
is mandatory (it usually isn’t).

How to Protect Yourself (and 
Your Budget)

Planning ahead - or even just 
knowing your rights – can save 
families thousands of dollars and 
significant stress. Martin recom-
mends the following steps:

• Shop Around and Ask Questions 
- always ask for prices up front. 
Funeral homes must provide these 
over the phone or email you a price 
list. Don’t agree to anything without 
knowing how much it costs first.

• Don’t Blindly Accept Pre-Pack-
aged Deals - legally, you are entitled 
to only select the services you want; 
packages can often include things 

you don’t want or need, inflating 
the cost.

• Buy the Casket or Urn Else-
where - shop around: retailers and 
online sellers often offer better 
deals. Funeral homes are not al-
lowed to charge extra for accepting 
an outside purchase.

• Get Written Confirmation - al-
ways request a detailed statement 
that outlines every single item and 
cost before you pay.

• Understand the Details of Any 
Prepaid Plan - Martin also recom-
mends asking whether it covers 
just the merchandise, or services 
as well. Understanding the terms of 
cancellation is imperative, as is un-
derstanding your state’s protections.

• Don’t Reveal Your Budget - 
keeping your maximum spend to 
yourself reduces the risk of being 
“upsold” to match it.

• Take Your Time - if the body 
is at a hospital or with a coroner, 
you usually have at least two 
days - sometimes longer - to make 

decisions. Don’t feel rushed into 
anything; take some time away in 
a peaceful place with other family 
members to debate matters.

• Decline Embalming Unless 
Absolutely Necessary - Kansas state 
law does not require embalming, 
unless the burial or cremation is 
delayed. You have the right to say 
no to this if the funeral provider is 
trying to persuade you to do it.

A funeral should be all about 
honoring a life, not making things 
financially difficult or devastating 
for those left behind. “With the right 
information, families can avoid 
being taken advantage of and make 
choices that are respectful, afford-
able, and meaningful,” says Martin.

As the FTC moves toward greater 
transparency requirements, it’s a 
good time for Kansans to educate 
themselves about the funeral indus-
try and ask tough questions - before 
they find themselves in a vulnerable 
position, rather than afterwards.

https://choicemutual.com

Tom’s Tasty Treats
By Tom Valverde

This week’s tasty treat is one to enjoy with your choice of fresh 
fruit. They add a perfect sweetness to a classic cream cheese pound 
cake. The pound cake is delicious on its own, but with fruit in season 
now, it’s even better with sliced strawberries, whole blue berries, sliced 
peaches or even some raspberries. So, please give this recipe a try:

CREAM CHEESE POUND CAKE
Ingredients:
1 C Butter 
8 oz. Cream Cheese 
1 1/2 C Sugar 
3 lg. Eggs 
1 1/2 t Vanilla 
1 1/2 C Flour 
1 t Salt 
1 t Baking Powder 
Set the oven to 350° and spray a loaf pan with nonstick spray. For 

best results, have all ingredients at room temperature. First, cream 
together the butter and cream cheese and beat until smooth. Gradually 
add the sugar and beat until well blended. 

Add the eggs, one at a time then add the Vanilla. Sift the flour, salt, 
and the baking powder. Then spoon the flour mixture into the butter 
mixture. Continue to beat until well blended.

Place the batter into the greased loaf pan. Smooth the top until level. 
Tap the filled pan on the counter to release any air pockets. Bake at 
350° for 55 to 60 minutes. The cake should be a golden brown. Let 
cool then remove the cake to a serving plate. 

A dollop of Cool Whip topping or whipped cream would be good 
with the pound cake and fruit. Store the cake wrapped in plastic wrap.

Enjoy! 
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Purchase or Refinance 
• Low Cost 
• Conventional, VA, FHA, USDA 
• Rehab and Investment Properties 

• Fast Approvals  
• Competitive Rates 
• Local Personal Support 

Call and talk to a loan officer today 
913-402-1500 or 913-831-2004 

 

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS 
One stop local banking since 1906 

Dr. Richard Baker, AIF®,
 is the CEO and executive 
wealth advisor at Fervent 

Wealth Management
A few years ago, I built a 

baseball field on some land I 
owned along the river for my 
kids’ teams to practice on.  The 
ballfield was a great decision, 
but putting the porta-potty far 
away from the field was a bad 
decision when the river flood-
ed and carried it downstream. 
Sometimes, unintended con-
sequences sneak up on you. 
Love him or hate him, Trump 
is winning the trade war. Hope-
fully, he doesn’t win too much 
and cause negative unintended 
consequences.

President Trump announced 

Stock Market Insights
Winning the Tariff War: Can the 

World Economy 
recently  that a 15% tariff trade 
agreement with Japan, up from 
the previous rate of 2%, includ-
ing the important Japanese au-
tomotive industry. This would 
increase Japan’s tariff payments 
from last year’s $16 billion to 
$126 billion, which will help 
pay down the US debt. 

The Japan deal came on the 
heels of two other deals with 
Indonesia and the Philippines. 
The Indonesia deal alone 
increases the Indonesia tariff 
payments from last year’s $1 
billion to just over $7 billion. 

Trump knows the US market 
is the biggest customer in the 
world, and he thinks other coun-

Cross-Lines Retirement 
Center                           

an income-based 55+ Community 
@ 3030 Powell Ave   
Renovated 1BR apts available 
CALL: 844-988-1214 

 
Laundry facilities on-site 

Access to off-street parking 
Easy access to buses 

Community space available 
 

Income limits apply 
Rent based on income 

“Equal Housing Opportunity” 
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RESTAURANT

BIG ‘Q’ BAR-B-Q
	Wed. & Sunday Special
	2117 S. 34th Street . .............................362-6980

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS   913.677.1115

CHURCHES

USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am

	3730 Metropolitan Ave...........................831-4531

PET CARE/GROOMING

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
	2500 S 34TH ST............... 722-0177 or 406-2379
	Grooming • Training • Boarding • Apparel

FINANCIAL

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
	Deposits Federally Insured
	3004 Strong Ave....................................831-2004

FUNERAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
	Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
	14th & Metropolitan

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.
Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm
All locations phone,
913*342*2552

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
855*378*4373

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
800*273*8255

HIV/AIDS,

KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care, 
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care 
Center

7527 State Ave.
913*355*6986

Are you planning a new project involving digging?
Do the smart thing!

CALL 811 -- 48 hours
Before digging.

Prevent power outages and personal injuries.
Please share this with your family and friends
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Insights...
...from page 3

tries should pay for access to US 
customers and the protection 
of the U.S. military. So far, the 
different countries are agreeing 
to higher tariffs after doing the 
math of what the consequences 
would be to their economies if 
they were priced out of the US 
market or lost access to it. 

The US is earning serious 
money from tariffs. In June 
alone, the US Treasury col-
lected $27 billion in customs 
revenue, a $20 billion increase 
from June 2024, and it will get 
even higher after the Japan tariff 
kicks in. 

Although media headlines 
might suggest that the US is 
lowering its tariffs, the fact 
of the matter is that the US is 
increasing tariffs at a rapid rate. 
The average effective tariff on 
all US imports as of July 2nd 
was just over 13%, well above 
the 2% rate in 2024, according 
to JPMorgan Chase, which is 
the highest since before World 
War II.

The risk is that Trump could 
push other countries into tariffs 
further than what the markets 
can tolerate. With all the tariff 
fears, investors might expect 
the global economy to show 
signs of slowing, but the US 
markets are again at all-time 
highs, and global growth re-
mains a solid 2.5%. Investment, 
spending, and international 
trade are all positive, despite 
the worldwide reworking of 
the tariff system. 

The big fish yet to land is 
the European Union (EU). The 
Japan agreement has given the 
EU optimism that it might be 
able to achieve a 15% rate, 
which would be negligible for 
its markets. They may not like 
paying more, but they realize 

LEGAL PUBLICATION LEGAL PUBLICATION LEGAL PUBLICATION

(First  published 8-28-25)   1t-The Record-8-28-25



The Record - August 28,  2025	 Page 7

YOU are invited
Anyone who believes in the 

mission of The League of United 
Latin American Citizens LULAC 
is eligible to join us. Being part 
of the conversation will bring 
us together with all of society. 
The League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) is 
the largest and oldest Hispanic 
and Latino civil rights organiza-
tion in the United States.[2] It 
was established on February 
17, 1929, in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, largely by Hispanics 
returning from World War I who 
sought to end ethnic discrim-
ination against Latinos in the 
United States. Council 11085 
has LULAC members in the 
counties of Douglas, Johnson 
and Wyandotte (Kansas) – Clay 
and Jackson (Missouri). Join us 
at the monthly Zoom meetings 
– the second Saturday of each 
month at 2 p.m. Rudy Padilla 
Email opkansas@swbell.net or 
Maria Cristina Herrera MariC-
riszap@gmail.com

LEGAL PUBLICATION LEGAL PUBLICATION LEGAL PUBLICATION

they need the US more than 
the US needs them. That is the 
penalty for having the weaker 
hand at the negotiating table. 

The China deal isn’t finalized 
yet, but it will likely remain 
around 40%. Canada and Mex-
ico, like the EU, need the US 
consumer more than the US con-
sumer needs them. Our North 
American neighbors may not 
like it, but they will eventually 
agree to higher tariffs, albeit at 
a lower rate than the rest of the 
world. For the stock market, the 
important thing is that a 15% 
overall rate, like Japan agreed 
to, is back in play. And markets 
seem able to handle it. 

The US is the world’s largest 
economy and has the largest 
military. This means that other 
countries need the US more than 
the US needs them, and the US 
is able to dictate terms, which 
others must live with. So far, the 
maket likes it, but let’s hope the 
deals are not too lopsided as to 
hamstring the world’s economy 

in the future. 
One of the worst experiences 

of my life was having to find 
that busted-up rented por-
ta-potty and haul it back up to 
the ballfield. Hopefully, Trump 
and his team don’t win so big 
that they force the markets to 
clean up a messy situation when 
unintended consequences arise 
down the road.

Have a blessed week!
www.FerventWM.com 
Securities and advisory ser-

vices are offered through LPL 
Financial, a registered invest-
ment advisor and member of 
FINRA/SIPC.

Opinions voiced above are 
for general information only & 
not intended as specific advice 
or recommendations for any 
person. All performance cited 
is historical & is no guarantee 
of future results. All indices 
are unmanaged and cannot be 
invested in directly.

The economic forecast out-
lined in this material may not 
develop as predicted & there 
can be no guarantee that the 
strategies promoted will be 
successful.

Insights...
...from page 6

Kansas Water 
Office Announces 

Opening of 
Water-Related 

Grants
HB 2302 Provides Grant 

Money for Technical 
Assistance and Water 
Infrastructure Projects

The Kansas Water Office an-
nounced the opening of its two grant 
programs - the Technical Assistance 
Fund Grants and Water Projects Fund 
Grants. The grants were made possi-
ble by increased funding to the State 
Water Plan Fund with Sen. Sub. for 
HB 2302, a bipartisan bill signed by 
Governor Kelly from the 2023 legis-
lative session that increased funding 
for the State Water Plan Fund and 
established these two grant programs.

The grant programs provide fund-
ing for up-front technical assistance 
and on-the-ground actions needed to 
address water quantity and quality 
issues around the state. These funds 
are generally directed to supporting 
water-related infrastructure projects.

The Technical Assistance Fund 
Grants seek to provide funding for 
planning, engineering, managing and 
other technical assistance that may 
be necessary in the development 
of plans for water infrastructure 
projects, and processing grant and 
loan applications for such water 
infrastructure projects.

The Water Projects Fund Grants 
provide funding for construction, re-
pair, maintenance or replacement of 
water-related infrastructures and any 
related construction costs, matching 
moneys for grant or loan applications 
for water-related infrastructure proj-
ects, and application of the funds 
to outstanding loan balances from 
certain funds.

Eligible applicants include munic-
ipalities and special districts related 
to water organized under the Laws 
of Kansas.

The applications are open through 
September 30, 2025. More informa-
tion on the application criteria and 
process can be found on the Kansas 
Water Office website, here.

To learn more about the Kansas 
Water Office, visit: kwo.ks.gov

(First  published 8-28-25)   1t-The Record-8-28-25
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We’ll help you get your CDL license.
We welcome seasoned and licensed drivers!

FRESH
 NEW CAREER

Great Pay, Flexibility, Benefits

Text "Jobs" to 
(669) 444-4815 or

Scan to learn more. 

WE ARE HIRING CDL
YELLOW BUS DRIVERS 

Questions or want to discuss our open positions
call Stephanie at 913-724-5437 ext. 107.


