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By Dr. Jim Haas
emocracy spoke last week, and its
D message was loud and clear: America
can do better.

Make no mistake, the election was a clear
rebuttal of Donald Trump and of Republicans
in Congress who have tolerated his corruption,
cruelty, and countless lies and have refused
to insist that the costly tariffs, of which he is
so fond, and his costly—and deadly—deci-
sion to attack Iran be approved by Congress.
Beginning January 3rd, both the House and
Senate will be led by Democrats. For the first
time in decades, the majority of governors
will be Democrats.

Trump’s party collapsed on a Tuesday night
on live TV. It was a rout. No party has lost so
many seats in Congress and in state offices
since 1958 during a serious recession. Why
now? Tariffs and the unprovoked attack on
Iran are major reasons, but so are Trump’s
open corruption, his sending of armed ICE
agents into cities to terrorize and capture
illegal immigrants, his pardoning hundreds
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of January 6th convicted criminals, his ap-
pointing unqualified people like Pete “Tes-
tosterone” Hegseth to cabinet positions, his
cozying up to right-wing dictators from Putin
to Orban to Kim Jong Un, his alienating and
even insulting NATO members and other
allies, and more.

Another reason for the rout was Republi-
can mid-decade redistricting in seven states.
Knowing their policies were so unpopular
that that they would likely lose congressional
seats, they chose to cheat. Ironically, they lost
most of their newly drawn “safe” districts.
Most Americans dislike cheaters.

One observer said the election “wiped out
a generation of Republican leaders.” The
question is how Republicans can salvage
anything from the wreckage. The first step is
to use their best judgment regarding legisla-
tion and not just rubber-stamp what Trump
wants. The next step is to stop thinking of
Democrats as enemies but as colleagues with
differing opinions about how best to serve the
people. Another step applies to both parties:
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less ideology and more practicality. If, for
example, Medicare for All can be shown to
provide high-quality care to everyone at lower
cost, do it. The test is not what “ism” some
might call it; the test is how well it works
for the people.

What should Democrats do with their new
power? Hakeem Jeffries, who may become
Speaker of the House, proposes to introduce
four pieces of legislation in the first 100
hours after January 3rd, all having to do with
affordability:

e Reinstate expired Affordable Care Act

health care premium subsidies.

e Reverse the nearly $1 trillion in Med-
icaid cuts included in the president’s
domestic policy law.

e Movetoend Trump’s tariffs and restore
congressional power over trade policy.

e Direct Trump to end the war in Iran
or seek authorization from Congress
to continue it.

All these proposals are popular with voters
and should attract bipartisan support. Beyond
these, other Democratic priorities include
banning stock trades by lawmakers and in-
vestigating Trump’s pay-for-pardons industry,
corruption in public contracting (including
no-bid contracts), bribery, extortion, and more
than $1 billion in cryptocurrency going to
the Trump family from anonymous sources.
Other investigations will be of human rights
violations by ICE and Homeland Security and
therelease of the Epstein files. Anunqualified
cabinet member or two may be impeached.

Democrats should take care notto spend too
much time and energy on investigations. The
priorities are to improve the lives of ordinary
people by making goods and services more
affordable, to begin rebuilding America’s
respectinthe world, and to tackle the looming
dangers of climate change and Al.

Donald Trump likes to visit the Reflecting
Pool and tell reporters how wonderful he is.
Perhaps he should go there alone, ponder
the Lincoln Memorial, and reflect on why
Lincoln was a great president while Trump
will never be.
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Stock Market Insights

The Midterm Elections Are Over. Good News for Stocks?

Joe Shearrer, CPFA® is Vice
President and Wealth Advisor
at Fervent Wealth Management
f there is one thing investors
Ihave learned over the last sever-
alyears, it’sthatthe stock market

rarely runs short on things to worry
about. Elections, interest rates, in-
flation, tariffs, geopolitical conflicts
and economic uncertainty seem to
provide a never-ending stream of
headlines. With the midterm elec-
tions now behind us, investors are
once again left asking an important
question: What happens next?

The 2026 midterm elections de-
livered a significant political shift,
with Democrats gaining control of
both chambers of Congress. That
creates a divided government, with
a Republican president facing a
Democratic-controlled House and
Senate. Naturally, investors are
trying to determine what this means
for their portfolio.

The initial market reaction was
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somewhat telling. While uncertain-
ty surrounding the election results
initially pressured futures, markets
recovered as investors began con-
sidering the possibility that divided
government could limit sweeping
policy changes. Historically, in-
vestors have often viewed political
gridlock as a positive because it can
make significant legislative changes
more difficult.

Perhaps the more interesting story
is what history tells us about stock
market performance following
midterm elections. According to
research from J.P. Morgan Asset
Management, the S&P 500 has
delivered a positive return in the 12
months following every midterm
election dating back to 1950. The
average gain during those periods
has been approximately 15%. That
is an impressive historical trend,
although it certainly does not
guarantee a similar outcome this
time around. Every election cycle
unfolds againsta different economic
backdrop, and the market ultimately
responds to much more than who
controls Washington.

So what should investors be
watching now?

First, corporate earnings. Over
thelongterm, stock prices are driven
largely by the ability of companies
to generate profits and grow those
profits over time. Tax policy, regu-
lationand government spending can
influence corporate performance,
but ultimately, businesses still need
to produce earnings to justify their
valuations.

Second, interest rates and infla-
tion remain critical. The Federal
Reserve’s decisions will likely have
a much greater influence on the
market than the political headlines
coming out of Washington. The
labor market, borrowing costs,
consumer spending, and business
expansion will all play important
roles in determining the direction
of the economy.

Finally, investors should pay
attention to policy changes that
could affect specific industries.
Artificial intelligence regulation,

energy policy, corporate taxation
and government spending could
create opportunities and challenges
for different sectors of the market.
However, the ability of Congress to
implement significant changes will
be limited by the divided political
environment.

For investors, this brings us
back to a familiar principle: Don’t
confuse political uncertainty with
investment risk. It is tempting to
make portfolio decisions based on
election results. Investors may feel
more comfortable owning stocks
when their preferred political party
is in control and more inclined to
move to cash when the opposing
party wins. Unfortunately, that
approach can be costly.

The market does not operate on a
four-year presidential election cycle
or a two-year congressional cycle.
Itoperates on business cycles, earn-
ings growth, economic conditions,
interest rates and investor expecta-
tions. Rather than trying to predict
how Washington will influence the
nextmarket move, investors should
use this opportunity to evaluate what
they actually own. Is the portfolio
appropriately diversified? Does the
level of risk align with their financial

goals and time horizon? Are they
positioned to withstand market
volatility without being forced to
make emotional decisions?

The electionis over, but the head-
lines won’t stop. There will always
be another political development,
economic report or geopolitical
event capable of moving markets.
The challenge isn’t predicting what
happens next in Washington. It’s
making sure your financial plan and
portfolio are prepared for whatever
happens next in the markets.

Invest accordingly, not politi-
cally.

Have a blessed week!

Joe Shearrer

www.FerventWM.com

Securities and advisory services
offered through LPL Financial,
a registered investment advisor,
Member FINRA/SIPC.

Opinions voiced above are for
general information only & not
intended as specific advice or rec-
ommendations for any person. All
performance cited is historical & is
no guarantee of future results. All
indices are unmanaged and may
notbe invested directly. This article
reflects information available on the
morning of November 04, 2026.
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Tom’s Tasty
Treats

By Tom Valverde

Awonderful cookie that’s full of the great
ingredients of the Holidays is this week’s
tasty treat. Use your own imagination to
pull out or add different ingredients to suit
your family’s likes.

Please give them a try:

TOM’S BEST

HOLIDAY COOKIES

1 ¢ Butter, soft

1 ¢ Sugar

1 ¢ Brown Sugar

3/4 ¢ Pumpkin pie filling*

1/2 ¢ Whole berry Cranberry sauce

1 t Vanilla

11g. Egg

2 1/2 ¢ Flour

1 1/2 ¢ Quick Oats

2 t Cinnamon

1/4 t Cloves

1 t Baking powder

3/4 t Salt

1 White Chocolate ‘bar, coarsely chopped

1 ¢ Pecans, coarsely chopped

Line 2 cookie sheets with parchment
paper. Beat the butter with the sugar and
brown sugar until light and flufty, 6-7 min-
utes. In a large bowl, combine and whisk
together the flour, quick oats, cinnamon,
cloves, nutmeg, baking powder, and the
salt. Add to the butter mixture gradually and
stir to blend well. Add the white chocolate
chunks and the pecans and stir well. Cover
the bowl with plastic wrap and chill for 2
hours. This helps to harden the dough to
prevent over- spreading when being baked.
Preheat the oven to 350° after an hour and
a half has passed.

With a tablespoon scoop, place the dough
2” apart on the cookie sheet. Bake at 350°
for 15-16 minutes. Remove from the oven.
Leave on the counter for S minutes. Transfer
to a wire rack to cool.

These tasty cookies are good enough to
serve your family on Thanksgiving.

Really different by the use of prepared *
pumpkin pie filling and the canned whole
berry Cranberry sauce. Together with the
spices and additions of white chocolate
and pecans, these cookies are really flavor-
ful. They fill the house with the scents of
the season.

The recipe will make about 6 dozen
cookies, so plenty to share with your friends
and family.

Enjoy!
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Your Hometown Business

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE

FINANCIAL

EL CENTRO ACADEMY FOR CHILDREN
Ages 2 1/2 to Preschool - all day
1330 S 30th, Kansas City KS  913.677.1115

ARGENTINE FEDERAL SAVINGS
Deposits Federally Insured
3004 Strong AVE. .cccvvvvvvvvceeerrnniiss 831-2004

CHURCHES
USHINDI UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Service 9:30 am
3730 Metropolitan AVe ..........cceevvvvennnnns 831-4531

Are you planning a new project involving digging?
Do the smart thing!

CALL 811 -- 48 hours
Before digging.

Prevent power outages and personal injuries.

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAPLE Hiri#&.

FUNERAL HOME
@CEMETERY
Femify (el Soce TS
Complete Funeral, Cemetery,
Cremation & Pre-arranged Services
3300 Shawnee Dr.
Kansas City, KS 66106
Funeral Home Cemetery

(913) 831-3345 (913) 262-6610
www.maplehillfuneralhome.com

VIBRANT HEALTH
Argentine location:
1428 S. 32nd St.

All'locations phone,
913*342*2552

Please share this with your family and friends

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids

855*378%4373

HEALTH CARE

EAST ARGENTINE NURSING SERVICE
Clinic Tu/Th 3:00-5:30 p.m.
14th & Metropolitan

PET CARE/GROOMING

Monday - Friday, 8-5 pm

BUBBLES & BOWS BOUTIQUE
2500 S 34TH ST............. 722-0177 or 406-2379

Grooming ¢ Training * Boarding * Apparel

Health Care And Community Prevention Centers

KC Care Health Center
816*753*5144

Senior-focused Health Care,
Partners in Primary Care

Medicare-Advantage Care
Center

7527 State Ave.

913*355*6986

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline

80072738255
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Give Food. Give Time. Give Money.

Thanks to you, we are feeding 1 in 8 people in our community
who are hungry.

Keep making a difference.

Learn more at WWW.harvesters.org

HARVESTERS

COMMUNIT D NETWORK
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Quotes to
Ponder

By Tom Valverde

The midterm elections were not
a blue wave. They were a blue
tsunami! Traditionally Republican
states shifted toward Democrats,
and evenruby-red Kansas elected its
first Democratic U.S. senator since
1932. Senator-elect Adam Hamilton
defeated Roger Marshall, who had
served six years in the Senate and
four years in the House. Good job,
Senator Hamilton!

It was a stunning repudiation
of President Trump. Democrats,
independents and voters across
demographic groups rejected his
incivility, derogatory language and
chaotic leadership. His treatment
of members of Congress and world
leaders has been totally out of
bounds for a president of the United
States. His administration has been
marked by controversy, broken
promises and what I consider open
corruption.

Trump promised to drain the
swamp, yethis family has reportedly
grown billions of dollars wealthier.
He promised to make America
healthy again, yet supported poli-

cies threatening health coverage for
millions. He promised no new wars,
then attacked Iran. Senator Bernie
Sanders has repeatedly criticized
these contradictions. Meanwhile,
proposed cuts to food assistance
threatened struggling families, in-
cluding children. Where were the
Republicans in Congress willing to
stand against these policies?

How Republicans expected to win
the midterms is preposterous! Texas
is turning blue, with Democrats
winning major statewide races and
Latino voters expressing growing
dissatisfaction with immigration
enforcement. The treatment of
undocumented immigrants by ICE
agents has raised serious concerns
about accountability. It’s one thing
to supportanimproved immigration
system, but quite another to support
the methods being used by ICE.

One of the most remarkable
developments was the shift among
male voters. According to NPR,
Democrats won the male vote for the
first time since 2008, only the third
time in 34 years. Many Americans
simply grew tired of the chaos in
Washington and the president’s
failure to address their everyday
concerns.

Cross-Lines Retirement

Center
an income-based 55+ Community

3030 Powell Ave

Renovated 1BR apts available

CALL: 844-988-1214

Laundry facilities on-site
Access to off-street parking
Easy access to buses
Community space available

Income limits apply
Rent based on income
“Equal Housing Opportunity”

LEGAL PUBLICATION LEGAL PUBLICATION

INVITATION FOR BID:
The Board of Education, Unified School District No. 500, Kansas City, KS
will accept sealed bids for: IFB 26-020 KCK Sumner Academy Weight
Equipment. Sealed bids should be addressed to: Purchasing Department,
Board of Education, 2010 N. 59th Street, Room 370, Kansas City, KS
66104 —“IFB 26-020 — Sumner Weight Equipment”. Bids will be opened
12/07/2026 @ 2:30 PM in the Purchasing Office. Bid Documents are
available at the Purchasing Department, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday

through Friday.
(First published 11-12-26)
1t-The Record-11-12-26

Trump tried to help Republicans
retain congressional control through
partisan redistricting. In Missouri,
opponents challenged a Republican
congressional map, and the state’s
Supreme Court upheld their right to
pursue a referendum. His adminis-
tration also sought voter registration
information from states, prompting
legal challenges and concerns about
voter privacy.

Then there was the extraordinary
campaign spending. Elon Musk con-
tributed approximately $445 million
topolitical organizations supporting
his preferred candidates. Other
wealthy donors poured hundreds
of millions more into Republican
campaigns. What a waste! Despite
their financial advantages, Republi-

cans couldn’tadvertise their way out
of an unfavorable political climate.

Politics requires good candidates,
sound strategies and dedicated
workers willing to canvass neigh-
borhoods and speak directly with
voters. That’s the old-fashioned way,
and it worked for Democrats. There
was jubilation as election results
camein, bringing many Americans a
renewed sense of peace knowing that
an out-of-control president would
finally face meaningful checks on
his power.

Thank you to the Kansas City-ar-
ea and Kansas voters who elected
Senator Adam Hamilton. He has
much work ahead of him, and I look
forward to hearing about his efforts
on behalf of all Kansans.

Simmons Senior Housing
an income-based 55+ Community

@ 1404 S 37 St

Spacious loft apartments available

CALL: 877-939-2457

Laundry facilities on-site
Access to off-street parking
Easy access to buses
Storage space available

Income limits apply
We accept vouchers
“Equal Housing Opportunity”
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FRESH
NEW CAREER

WE ARE HIRING CDL
| YELLOW BUS DRIVERS
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EASTON BUS

SERVICE
e
Great Pay, Flexibility, Benefits z
: We'll help you get your CDL license.
- We welcome seasoned and licensed drivers! %
4

L1} [ 1] ?ﬁ@
Text Jobs to %,1”:*3

(669? 444-4815 or %%@gw
@’ ' Scantolearn more. ke
"

‘ Questions or want to discuss our ogen pOSItIOhS

call Stephanie at 913-724-5437 ext. 107.




